Signalling the Future

A University of Liverpool, School of Biological Sciences International Symposium

Celebrating 100 Years of Biochemistry in Liverpool and the UK

3rd - 6th September 2002

The Symposium will take place over three full days (4th -6th), comprising four one-day colloquia in two parallel sessions, with two half-day plenary sessions at the start and end of the meeting (see attached plan).  It is possible that a third parallel session covering host-pathogen interactions, and other aspects of inter-organism signalling will also be included.  Four specific named lectures will be included in the programme:

The Biochemical Society Morton Lecture

The Philip Godfrey Lecture (in association with the Regulation in Metabolism Group)

The Liverpool Centenary Lecture

The Johnston Historical Lecture

It is anticipated that there will be a total of up to 700 participants, and the Symposium will also include a full social programme of events over three days.

The provisional colloquia are listed below, including subheadings, likely organisers and possible scientific sponsors.  The plenary sessions will be organised by the Liverpool Programme Committee in liaison with the other organisers.
Signalling through the Membrane

G proteins - Mark Wheatley (Hormone Group)

Tyrosine kinases - (Membrane Group)

To include structural, mechanistic and endocrinological themes.

Some of these areas will probably be of interest to the Glycobiology Group

Signalling through the Cytoplasm

Lipid signals - Michael Wakelam (Lipid Group)

· Kinase cascades - Phill Hawkins (Regulation in Metabolism Group)

Signalling in the Nucleus

Nuclear Receptors in Endocrine systems - Malcolm Parker (Society for Endocrinology)

Nuclear calcium signalling - Ole Petersen (possibly the Physiological Society)
Cell Fate
Cell proliferation/cell death - Steve Jackson (Nucleic Acids and Molecular Biology Group)

Cell differentiation/development - (Philip Ingham – not yet approached)

We appreciate that some of the above subsections of colloquia would benefit from snappier titles.

The suggestion has been made by Jeff McIlhinney, Neuroscience Group, that individual lectures or a theme could be supported by their Group.  This principle could also be applied to other Groups/Organisations (e.g. the Glycobiology Group for Signalling through the Membrane).

A fairly long list of potential speakers has been drawn up by the Programme Committee, in the context of an earlier meeting plan; many of those names would be appropriate to this organisational scheme.  The intention is to invite as many high-profile names as possible, to make the meeting an exciting and memorable one.
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