Liverpool Biochemistry Centenary Meeting


Programme Committee Meeting Friday 4 February 2000


Present:	Prof. Huw Rees (chair), Dr Andy Bates, Dr Sandy McLennan, Dr Mike White


1.	Apologies were received from Prof. Julian Crampton, Dr Dave Fernig, Dr Malcolm Jackson


2.	Report of the meeting of 18/1/00 was accepted.


3.	Reports


HHR noted that SGM had let us know, through Jon Saunders, that they were not interested in contributing to the meeting - the Society is already committed to a meeting during that September.


HHR confirmed that Bob Michell has not previously been awarded the Morton lectureship.  He was awarded the CIBA Medal in 1988, which might be the cause of the confusion.  The deadline for nominations for the Morton lectureship is in April.  A final decision about a nominee must be made soon.


4.	The meeting considered the reports of on the January 18 meeting, from ADB and Sheila Mills and the later responses from some of the participants (previously circulated).  The contents of the report were endorsed.  The further responses from Michael Wakelam, Mark Wheatley and Phill Hawkins were very supportive, and suggest that they will be happy to be involved in organisation (see below).  Malcolm Parker suggested a range of titles, and speakers for plenary and other sessions, which were in part incorporated into the discussion below.  Jeff McIlhinney suggested the inclusion of NAADP-mediated calcium signalling.


5.	Programme  The meeting considered the programme in the light of the discussions of January 18, and the comments (above).  The model consisting of two half day plenary sessions at the beginning and end of the meeting, sandwiching 2 x 2 days of parallel sessions, was agreed (see included plan.  The composition of the plenary sessions remains to be determined, and might in part be based on the content of the parallel sessions.  It was suggested that the 4 ‘days’ of parallel sessions be given fairly biological titles, and that each could contain two more mechanistic subheadings:


Signalling through the Membrane


To include structural and mechanistic aspects, an endocrinology theme, G proteins, TKs (subheadings not determined)


Mark Wheatley - Hormone Group


(Dave Phoenix) - Membrane Group


(Ian Nieduszynski - Glycobiology Group)


Signalling through the Cytoplasm


Lipid signals


Kinase cascades


Michael Wakelam - Lipid Group


Phill Hawkins - Regulation in Metabolism Group


Signalling in the Nucleus


Nuclear Receptors in Endocrine systems


Nuclear calcium signalling


Malcolm Parker - Society for Endocrinology


Ole Petersen, or other


Cellular Fate


Cell proliferation/cell death


Cell differentiation/development


Steve Jackson - Nucleic Acids and Mol Biol


(Phil Ingham, Sheffield/Nick Hastie Edinburgh)


The titles probably need to become more snappy (suggestions welcome).  It was greed that a further approach would be made to Jon Saunders, Tony Hart, and perhaps Malcolm Bennett concerning the possibility of a microbial strand to the meeting, even though the SGM would not be a partner to this.


It was agreed that Alfred Gilman be approached very soon as a potential Centenary Lecturer, and that Ole Petersen should also be consulted soon about involvement in the Nuclear section.


It was suggested that an approach to potential organisers should include the suggestion that microbiological/plant and medical aspects be incorporated where possible.  It was also agreed that one of the Programme Committee should liase with each organising group, to ensure that the programme remains as integrated as possible.


Andy Bates


Note added:  Following a letter from Jeff McIlhinney (Neuroscience Group), in which he suggests that the Group might be interested in sponsoring one speaker, or a specific part of a colloquium.  We should bear in mind the possibility of involving potential sponsors in this more limited way.
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