
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Senior Training Scholarship in Veterinary 
Pathology: combined residency and MSc 
 

Studentship value: £27600 
Duration: available from 01/01/27 for three years full-time 
Location: Leahurst Campus 
Faculty: Health and Life Sciences, Institute of Infection, Veterinary and Ecological 
Sciences, Department of Veterinary Anatomy, Physiology and Pathology 
Applications made to: vpadmin@liverpool.ac.uk 
For informal enquiries: r.j.blundell@liverpool.ac.uk 

 
 



 

 

Training Residency 

Overview and University context:   

This training residency opportunity will be within Department of Veterinary Anatomy, 
Physiology and Pathology 

• Prime objectives:  
 

• Intensive post-graduate training in the field of veterinary pathology to enable the 
successful candidate to pursue a career in the field  
 

• Completion of post-graduate Diploma in Veterinary Professional Studies and 
master’s in veterinary professional studies  
 

• Completion of a post-graduate qualification in veterinary pathology (Dipl.ECVP)  
 

• The Department of Veterinary Anatomy, Physiology and Pathology is a 
department within the School of Veterinary Science and Institute of Infection, 
Veterinary and Ecological Sciences, bringing together the disciplines of 
veterinary pathology, anatomy, physiology and veterinary microbiology. The 
veterinary pathology group within the department is comprised of 7 lecturers in 
veterinary pathology (2 Professors, 4 Senior Lecturers, 1 Lecturer). There are four 
training scholars in veterinary pathology that complement the veterinary 
pathology group. The primary supervisor of the residency programme is Dr 
Richard Blundell, although residents will interact with and receive day to day 
supervision from all academic members of the group.  
 

• The Veterinary Pathology Diagnostic Service (part of Veterinary Laboratory 
Services) is based within the department. It offers post-mortem examinations 
and services in histopathology (biopsies) and immunohistochemistry. The 
service performs ~300 post-mortem examinations per year across a range of 
domestic and exotic species – the majority of the caseload being dog, cat and 
horse. One of the members of academic staff specialises in zoo animal 
pathology. An important component of the caseload is veterinary forensic 
pathology, a field in which the University of Liverpool has a particularly strong 
reputation. Experience of other areas of veterinary pathology may be gained 
through specific short external placements which are encouraged to 
complement the training offered. 

       

https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/veterinary-science/about-us/veterinary-anatomy-physiology-and-pathology/
https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/veterinary-science/about-us/veterinary-anatomy-physiology-and-pathology/


 

 

About the residency training programme:   

•     The residency programme is approved by the ECVP for training to diploma level 
in veterinary pathology and you will be working towards a recognised qualification 
in a UK regulated profession (European Diploma). The resident is required to 
complete this training programme and sit the ECVP certifying examinations. In 
addition, the resident will assist in undergraduate teaching, supervision and 
assessment, research and presentations (in-house, national and international) 
 
The bulk of the training will consist of being on the diagnostic rota alongside one of 
the senior pathologists. The rota consists of blocks of 3 weeks consisting of post-
mortem duty, biopsy duty and a consolidation week which gives residents time to 
work up and report post-mortem cases, work towards the MSc, and allows the 
pursuit of research activities, particularly during the MSc research project module. 
There are also opportunities also to gain experience in exotic animal pathology. This 
rota may be altered according to operational needs as required. Scholars will be 
trained in all the roles of the pathologist: post-mortem examination, recording of 
gross findings in a preliminary report, selection and preparation of tissues for further 
examination, rigorous and detailed histopathological examination and the writing of 
pathological reports. Senior pathologists will supervise all elements, and this 
interaction will comprise the majority of the training. The training post is designed to 
enable candidates to be successful in the ECVP examination and to prepare them 
to be competent pathologists in their future careers.  
  
There is no specific requirement for out of hours duty, as the service is unable to 
offer this routinely. There may be some exceptional circumstances in which we may 
request scholars to be available outside of regular hours, but this is rare.  
  
Senior training scholars will have no formal teaching responsibility, but they 
will assist the academic staff in the delivery of undergraduate teaching. 
This comprises small group teaching during pathology practical classes and a 
necropsy class to third year students; scholars will also help supervise final year 
students on pathology rotation. 
 

    
  
   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/professions-regulated-by-law-in-the-uk-and-their-regulators


 

 

Additional requirements:   

A completed health questionnaire and subject to Occupational Health screening.  
 
Manual Handling  
The residency training involves bending, stretching and the manual handling of 
loads up to 15kg. A system to control the risks is in place.  
 
Bio Hazards  
You will be in an area where there may be a risk of infection, although appropriate 
measures will be in place to control the risk. You may be offered appropriate 
immunisations and/or records of your contact with infectious material/infectious 
microorganisms may be kept. Confirmation of residency will be subject to a risk 
assessment by the University’s Safety Advisor’s Office 
 
Pathogens  
You will be required to handle pathogens or potentially infected specimens of unfixed 
human/animal tissue (including blood), although appropriate measures will be in 
place to control the risk. You may be offered appropriate immunisations and/or 
records of your contact with infectious material/infectious micro-organisms may be 
kept. You will be advised to contact the occupational Health Department to check on 
your vaccination status.  
 
Exposure to Animals  
As an applicant for a residency which involves being in animal houses and/or handling 
animals, you should be aware that:  

• There is a possibility that you may develop an allergy to the animals you are in 
contact with. The risk is substantially reduced if correct working practices are 
used and protective clothing is worn.  
• Milder cases may be controlled by the use of protective clothing or medication 
and some people who are affected are able to continue working with animals.  

You will be required to complete a health screening questionnaire and clearance from 
Occupational Health must be received before exposure. 
 
 Gluteraldehyde/Asthmagens  
You will be required to complete a health screening questionnaire and clearance from 
Occupational Health must be received before exposure. 
   



 

 

Entry requirements 
 

Experience 

Essential  
1. Postgraduate experience as a veterinarian in clinical practice or other field relevant to 

veterinary pathology (minimum 1 year, due to the requirements of ECVP)  
 

Desirable  
1. Experience in pathology  
2. Experience in veterinary clinical practice 
3. Experience in teaching veterinary undergraduates 
4. Experience in veterinary research 
 

Education, qualifications and training 

Essential  
1. EU and RCVS-recognised veterinary degree, MRCVS registered or eligible for 

registration by the start date. 
 

Desirable  
1. PhD or other post-graduate research degree 

 
 

Skills, general and specialist Knowledge 

Essential  

1. High level of general veterinary knowledge.  
2. Ability to communicate clearly and confidently at all levels.  
3. Good interpersonal, organisational and communication skills (spoken and 

written English). 
 

 

https://www.rcvs.org.uk/veterinary-professionals/registration/join-the-register-of-veterinary-surgeons


 

 

Personal attributes 

Essential  
1. Demonstrate an interest in veterinary pathology  
2. Enthusiasm for the application of veterinary pathology to animal and public health and 

research, and for working in multidisciplinary teams.  
3. Highly motivated individual.  
4. Ambition to embark on a career in veterinary pathology and to take the ECVP certifying 

examination  
 

 
  

 

 

About us 
Established in 1881, we are an internationally renowned Russell Group university 
recognised for our high-quality teaching and research. We are consistently ranked as 
one of the best universities both nationally and globally, and the majority of our 
research is rated world leading or internationally excellent. Find out more about us.  
   

 

How to Apply   

Application process    

 Please email a full CV, references and a cover letter to vpadmin@liverpool.ac.uk. 
Your cover letter should explain your suitability for this studentship and your MRCVS 
status. 
The deadline for applications is 2nd October 2026  
   

Right to study   

We have a legal responsibility to ensure that you have the right to study in the UK 
before you can start studying with us.  If you do not have the right to study in the UK 
already, any offer of enrolment on this programme will be conditional upon you 
gaining it.  Costs for student visas and NHS access are NOT covered by the 
department. 

https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/about/
mailto:vpadmin@liverpool.ac.uk


 

 

International Applicants 
Applicants requiring a visa must provide IELTS or equivalent evidence of English 
language proficiency. Our requirement is IELTS 7.0 overall with no component below 7.0. 
Degrees not issued in English must be accompanied by an official translation. 
 
   

Disabilities and alternative formats    

If you have any other requirements which will help you apply for this opportunity, 
please email: vpadmin@liverpool.ac.uk 

  


