






Michael Palin once remarked “Geography is  
a living, breathing subject, constantly adapting 

itself to change.  It is dynamic and relevant.  For me 
geography is a great adventure with a purpose”.  
 
I took those words to heart: even now 14 years after 
graduating with a Geography degree I still have  
a curiosity (or general nosiness) for the world around 
me, including the world of university administration. 
Geography informs us of the places and communities 
in which we live and work, the interconnectedness 
of the world and our communities, how and why  
the world is changing globally and locally, and  
how individual and group actions contribute to  
those changes. 
 
Before completing my degree at the University of 
Huddersfield in 2003 and returning home to the 
Wirral, I started applying for university administration 
roles, knowing that my transferable skills - thinking 
analytically and critically, good team work, creativity, 
numeracy, problem solving, ability to integrate ideas 
effectively - would be valued. Within six months of 
graduating I started my university admin career path 
in the Department of Geography at the University of 
Liverpool, in the School Support Office. Fourteen years 
later I am still a part of the Student Experience Team in 
the School of Environmental Sciences which includes 
the Department of Geography and Planning and the 
Department of Earth, Ocean and Ecological Sciences. 

My job roles to-date have been diverse: School 
Timetabling Coordinator (36 programmes, 80 plus 
academic staff, 1500 students, 1800 taught activities 
- apologies for those 9am starts!), Undergraduate 
Programme Administrator (Admissions, Open Days, 
Applicant Discovery Days, Welcome Week, admin 
support for field classes), Deputy Team Leader 
(Secretary to the Learning and Teaching Committee 
and Board of Studies, administration support for: 
programme and module development, Periodic 
Reviews, Annual Subject Reviews). Providing support 
for Open Days, Applicant Discovery Days and Open 

Claire Rimmer
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House events - Meet the Scientists is particularly 
rewarding; I enjoy the interaction with visitors, 
especially watching the faces of budding scientists 
as academic and technical colleagues allow them 
to participate in practical experiments such as river 
catchment simulations, rock identification, salination of 
sea water, and meeting marine life.
 
I can honestly say my time at Liverpool has given me 
a wide range of opportunities that may not have been 
on offer had I not entered the world of university 
administration after completing my Geography degree.
 
Although I no longer have the youthful glow of a recent 
graduate, I still have immense enthusiasm for supporting 
my academic colleagues and the wider university 
community, and helping ensure our students succeed on 
their great science adventures. 

My time at Liverpool 
has given me a wide 
range of opportunities 
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As a teenager I was an avid David Attenborough 
fan, loved being in the sea and was fascinated 

by the oceans. I chose to study Marine Biology 
because of this; I wanted to understand the oceans 
and their animals so that I could have an informed 
role in helping to conserve them. Studying Marine 
Biology was wonderful, but I had no clear idea of 
what kind of job I would find at the end of my degree. 
However, within three months of graduating I felt 
strongly that I missed learning and my subject. Having 
stayed in contact with my tutor, I was lucky enough to 
be offered a research assistant job and spent 12 months 
undertaking field and lab work based on the beautiful 
Northumbrian coast.  I still use this story to encourage 
current students on the importance of being enthusiastic 
and keeping in touch with their lecturers; for me, that 
initial job then opened the door to a PhD and onwards. 

I spent the next three years doing my PhD based in 
the Dove Marine Laboratory (Newcastle); this basically 
meant studying at a desk on a beach looking straight 
out to sea. It was great, although hard work, as I spent 
many hours identifying little marine beasties and 
thinking about how better to understand their role 
in the World. As an undergraduate I had been most 
excited by coral reefs and marine fish, but having 
subsequently studied the ecosystems on the dark 
and deep floors of temperate seas through my PhD, 
I realised it was actually all of marine biodiversity 
that I was interested in - I have continued to widen 
my interests ever since! Saying that, I did get the 
opportunity to go to Fiji for six weeks to work on  
a coral fish project with a friend during her PhD – a truly 
fantastic experience and one I’ll never forget. Marine 
Biology is most certainly a global subject and I would 
encourage any of our students to embrace this when, 
and if, the opportunities arise.

After my PhD I moved on to work for the Scottish 
Government at the (then) Fisheries Research Services 
Marine Laboratory, in Aberdeen. I spent two months 
at sea surveying the animals living all over the North 
Sea and had some fantastic experiences developing 

my understanding of how fisheries and other human 
disturbances can influence biodiversity. But I missed 
the freedom of academic research and I had come to 
realise that I might actually like teaching! So, I applied 
for a position at Liverpool and was delighted to be 
offered it. I have worked at Liverpool since 2006 and 
in that time have learnt how to teach and enthuse 
students, worked on projects with academics and 
stakeholders from all over Europe, got married and 
had two children. Other than having my children, my 
greatest achievement thus far has been coordinating  
a large consortium of researchers from across Europe 
on a project around exactly what has excited me 
from the start – how to better manage what we do to 
marine ecosystems. 

My greatest achievement is 
coordinating a consortium of 

researchers from across Europe 
on how to better manage what 
we do to marine ecosystems
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