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The research in our group is focused on reaction dynamics of collisions of charged ions with neutral molecules. We use a molecular beam, which admits a pulse of gas that we want to react into our vacuum chamber (vacuum is crucial to isolate the reactant molecules from any ambient ones, like those in air). To ensure good alignment of the reactants and instruments used for measurements, the pulse of gas must travel in a straight line directly from its source (here the brass component) to the reaction region. We use a low power laser to check alignment and as illustrated with the red laser light in the photo, we managed it dead-on!
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