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GOOD Photo here for MI

• Founded in stages – series of white papers, then gift 
solicitation, then gift announcement – then hiring of faculty 
and executive director

• This spring, moving into permanent building – five years after 
the gift was first solicited, and at least seven years since the 
first white paper





Shanghai, 1987 Shanghai, 2013
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1. We cultivate partnerships between 
universities and local governments 
to drive research-informed, 
evidence-based policy and enable 
data and technology transformation. 

2. We foster a peer network of 
stakeholders from academia and 
local government that constitute an 
applied, interdisciplinary field of 
research and practice.

3. We connect to an ecosystem of 
federal, philanthropic, and civic 
partners with a shared interest in the 
promise of civic research and 
innovation.   

What We Do
Annual 
Summit

The Summit gathers a 
community of leaders 
from across the civic 
ecosystem to share 
projects and methods and 
build partnerships. 

Innovation of 
the Month

The Innovation of the 
Month partnership 
with GovTech allows 
our members to tell 
their stories about 
projects that are 
transforming the built 
and natural 
environment, service 
delivery, and civic 
engagement in their 
communities.

Thought 
Leadershi

p

We leverage our network 
and create opportunities 
for members to highlight 
their experience  in 
reports that address high-
priority areas. Past 
reports have focused on 
predictive analytics in 
human services, data 
integration technology, 
and an exploration of civic 
innovation activities 
across the U.S.

Civic Innovation 
Challenge

The Civic Innovation 
Challenge is a 
forthcoming research and 
action competition 
supported by the National 
Science Foundation and 
other federal 
stakeholders. It aims to 
leverage social science, 
data, and technology to 
address complex 
community challenges.

MetroLab Network works with cities, universities, 
federal agencies, philanthropy, and industry to 
advance the impact of data- and tech-focused 
research to address priorities in cities and 
communities. Our network includes 27 cities, 6 
counties, and 34 universities.

www.metrolabnetwork.org info@metrolabnetwork.org @MetroLabNetwork

Member 
Platform

We facilitate information-
sharing and member-to-
member communications 
with  a member site and  
a project library which 
feature more than 100 
projects underway 
between universities and 
local governments in the 
network. This platform 
enables the dissemination 
and replication of projects 
and partnership 
structures.

MetroLab’s members are universities and local governments, 
partnered locally to address priorities in cities and 
communities. If you are interested in joining, contact us here:

Our Initiatives

Edmonton, 
AB Canada

United 
Kingdo

m

Washington, DC





To Learn More:
• Miurban.uchicago.edu – Mansueto Institute
• Millionneighborhoods.org – 1MN Project
• Arrayofthings.github.io – AOT Project
• Dssgfellowship.org – Data Sci for Social Good
• www.chicagobooth.edu/research/kilts – Kilts 

Center for Marketing (Nielsen Data)
• Metrolabnetwork.org



Thank you!

Anne Dodge
acdodge@uchicago.edu
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