NUS picks new Labour woman
leader and backs gay fight

pavid Ward, Morthemn
Eduoxtion

ABOUR kept control of the

presidency of the National
Union of Students in elections
at ﬂﬁe ulmtrn :rdl;unfemnw in
Blackpool yest y

The new president will be Ms
nfaeve Sherlock, aged 27, at pre-
sent the unlon's treasurer. She
ﬁﬁcﬁﬁs Ms Vicky Phillips on

v1.

The election, which attracted
e ste B
surprises, and - s
cven the WUS is not immune {o
the new realism. Mr Simon Pot-
tinger, of the Trotskyite SSIN
(Socialist Students in the
National Organisation of La-
| bour Students) was beaten into
third place by Mr Lembit Oplk,
an independent who stood on
an ant-factionallsm Hecket and
told the conference: "It's time
for student unity to take con-
trol of the NUS again. If you
think there's nothing wrong
with the union, then don't vote
for me.”

After the election, Ms Sher-
lock, a Liverpool University

sociology graduate, sald her
priority would be to bulld a | positive

sirong but unlted union capabla
of defending {ts members from
the full range of attacks ex-

in the coming year.
W‘Te]'?m range from attacks on
basic rights of access to educa-

‘Hon, to the introducton of stu-

dent loans and cuthacks on
courses,"” she said.

“If the full implications of a
key issue like loans can be put
across, and some of the myths
and distortions put out by the
Government can be exploded,
then I think that will find a
resonance with the people of
this country, who are very
Ee roud of their education svs

m. There is a very high level
of latent support which can be
mﬂi&s&tﬁ.ﬂ ted £ ley of

voted for a policy o
logat Sotion’ - acains; Slaiss
LR i E a
28 of the Local Government
Bill, which prohibits the promo-
tion of homosexuality. It be-
comes law on June 1.

They committed the NUS to
support student unions which |
run into trouble through oppos-
ing discrimination against

I;ﬂ]‘.w)ilrll'l,g the debate, Ms Julle
Frost, from the Polytechnic of
North London, sald the NUS
had to defy the law:; "I am o
teacher, and if I put forward
images of lesblans and
%'lal.n the classroom, my job

be on the line. I am pre-
pared to do that.”




