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Fears, too,

Slump bars for the

family path

Surrounded by cutbacks and redundancies; schaol
leavers in a Welsh steel town are left with few
options. Paul Hoyland reports

UNLIKE many of his coun-
{erparts, Graham Meacham
has always known where he
wanted to work. He can see
the place in question quite
clearly from his classroom
window.

His father worked there.
for more than 30 years and
his elder brother now works
on the site. But 16-yead-old

‘Graham cannot follow in
their footsteps.

His ambition has been
thwarted by the recession

that has knocked the heart -

out of- his town’s pride. and
joy, the steelworks that put’
Port: Talbol on the map, and
which are now ﬁghtmg for.
" survival.

Graham’s  generation of
school leavers are faced with
stark options'in the west Gla-
morgan steel mecca. Jobs are
scarce and with each vacancy
attracting dozens of appli-
cants, more and more
younzsters are choosing to
stav on at school, many re-
]uctaml) in the hope of
gaining more qualifications to’
assist them in what is becom-
ing a gruelling hunt for
work. Others are turning to
the armed forces.

Port Talbot already has
general unemployment above
the national average, and the
number of 16-to-18-vear-olds
registered as unemployed is
expected to show a big in-
crease when the July figures,
swollen by the summer
schoal Jeavers, are published
tomorrow.

As many as 600 youngsters
could be out of work and the
number is expected to in-
crease during the next few
months. To many outsiders
600 might not seem o repre-
sent a phenomenal problem
but Port Talbot is being
ravaged by redundancies, and
has been declared a special
development area.

The town’s biggest cm-
plover has always been the
steel works. once. known as
Treasure Island because of
its high wages, but all that is
changing quickly. The British
Steel Corporation has cut
production by -half at Port
Talbot as part of its national
package of economies.

More ihan 6,000 jobs are
heing lost at the plant and a
gencral belt-tightening exer-
cise has drastically reduced
the number
ships.

Among those anxiously
observing the demise of the
steel works is Mr Dafydd
Bowen, head of the careers
department at the 1,200-pupil
Dyffryn co-educational com-

An average comprehensive with a distinct edge in the hunt

SOUTHFIELDS school in
south London is an aver-
age modern comprehensive.
Its Wandsworth-Wimbledon
catthment  area  includes
inner city council estates as
well as middle class suburbs.

But it has achicved a re-
markable record of finding
jobs for its latest batch of
school-leavers. It claims that
one in 10—at most two in
10—will leave without the
immediate prospect of a job.

About 250 have just left—
either at the first opportunity
at 16 or having stayed on in
the sixth form.

If the examination results
are similar to last year about
half a dozen sixth formers
will go on to university. or
degree¢ courses.

of apprentice- -

prehensive school. The
employment  problems ' con--
fronting the upper school,"
which stands directly oppo-
site the steel plant, typlfy
those faced: by the .town’s.
school leavers.

Mr Bowen- said : “ BSC has
{aken on only about 30 appren-.
tices at Por{ Talbot this year,
compared with about-100 in
previous years. The appli-
cants come from a very large
area and there’s great com-
petition. What’s much worse is
that the. ripple effect of the
steel. rundown is ‘cutting.
apprenticeships and jobs in all.
the local support mdusmes‘
such as engineering.”

Of the 125 boys who made
up the Dyffryn fifth form, 53
have not yet got a job,
planned further education, or
indicated -that they will re--
turn to- school. Only 49 ‘have.
definitely obtained employ-.
ment or have courses lined-
up. Big local employers such
as Metal Box and BP -have
radically limited théir mtake'
of apprentices.

Is anyone to blame for
their plight ? The pupils are
in no doubt that it is the
Prime Minister who is the
villain of the piece. “Il’s
Maggie's fauit. She’s makmg
all this unemployment,” said
Graham, whose father has re-
cently been made redundant
at the steel works.

Mr David Williams, second

deputy head at Dymyn said :
“ In Port Talbot we're talk-
ing about families where
generations have worked in
1he steelworks and youngs-
ters were only waiting to go
into steel to join their
fathers. With redundancies
all around us, if something
isn’t done in the next few
years, we're going 1o have
another Rhondda situation
with (he more able people
leaving the district.”

To combat the growing
youth unemployment, the dis-
irict careers officer, Mr John
Talbot, is channellnng
feenagers. into the
Opportunities Programme.

There are 250 places pro-
viding work experience with
a wage of £23.50 cach. \Jcmly
70 per cent of last.year’s in-
1ake found jobs" within six
weeks of taking part in the
programme.

“ Unless the school leavers
has four or five O-levels, the
future is in the Youth Oppor-
tunities Programme for the
vast majority,” said Mr Tal-
bot. “ There are 50 per cent
more youngsters chasing 50
per cent fewer jobs in Port
Talbot this year.”

The key to the impressive
success-rate in finding jobs is
the willingness of Jocal
cmployers to  offer work,
and the emphasis the school
places on getting lecavers into
a first job.

As part of the intensive
carcers advice programme
last year the careers teacher
Mr Leslie Quinsey introduced
the idea of one-day conven-
tions to be held in March and
November,

For these conventions the
school invites about 70 com-

panies to take part and
around half accept, including
banks, supermarkets, fac-

tories as well as further edu-
cation colleges. Each pupil is
timetabled to attend the con-
vention and given a ques-
tionnaire to help them to ask
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facing the dole

TOMORROW’S ~unem’ployment figures will show that an extra
100,000 school-leavers have joined the dole queue in the past month and
that the total number of people out of work has risen by 20 per
cent since May. In the North-east, Northern Ireland, and other
black spots the problem is not new, but it is now spreading to
parts of the country which in the past have largely escaped.

THE

Youth .

Struggling against Liverpool’s unemployment tide

LIVERPCOL’S education and

careers staff  dig hard for
jobs for youngsters, bhut
hundreds of the 9,000

children leaving school tlm .

term have none fo' go to.
For nearly 5,000 children

who registered with the car- .

cers ofifice at the heginning:
of July the opportunities nar-
row to four choices: Youth
Opportunily employment for
six months, the Services,
back to school or the dole,

Liverpool encourages .mly
child with ahility (0 return,

to the sixth forni because’ of o

those registergd with. the. car~-
cers oftice 60°to 70 per cent
have “no qualmcatlons of
cmployment value,” accord-
ing (o Mr George Hovg, the
principal carcers officer.
“They have  low-grade
CSEs and employers are
looking for O levels or at
least high-grade CSEs.,” The
chase for qualifications had
intensified, he felt, while one
headmaster said that two 0O

levels were now the breaking
point for finding a reasonable
post—and that perhaps a
lower-gradé .joh than would

“have been - offered in othcr

years. .

Lwcrpool has ‘one of the
lowest percentages of

. cliildren staying on into the

sixth form—said t¢ be'19 per

.cent against a national aver-

age of ahout 23 per cent and
the south-cast avcrage of

- about 30 per cu\t

s el dttaren Vi & WL, SO

Thrq

cﬂ‘cctwely ended their car-
ecrs in the fifth form at Mcew
Heys Comprchensive, Aller-
ton, Liverpool, which has
1,600 pupils. * Ten pcr cent
are- likely still to be on the
dole hy September,” said My
Frank Hardman, the head-
master. .

Until examination resulis
are known it is impossible to

- 17,

show exactly what the future
holds, hut all the fifth form
are invited back in Septem-
her to discuss their exper-
iences and what they have
decided.

New Heys has an active
sixth form of 160 pupils, the
second-largest in the city. of
the “43 leaving the upper
sixth, 32 will go on to higher
cdueation, including 26 to
universities and polytechmcs
Taree . have cmployment
.1ssurcd at banks, denend.ng.

rest have cmployment.

“You can find a job if
qualified,” said Mr Hardman,
“so we 1(ry to cncourage
youngsters 1o come hack [or
the sixth form.”

One who has taken the
school’'s business  studics
course is Susan Lewis, aged
who left in Klay 1979

with eight CSEs, mostly

Penny Chorlton finds a successful job scheme in a typical London comprehensive

the right questions of the
firms they are interested in.

In Mr Oumsey S own group
of 40 fifth -formers this year
17 decided--to stay on in the
sixth form, and 23 chose to
leave.

This was a higher number
than usual ‘choosing to stay
on which may be a reflection
of the youth unemployment
problem since the school im-
presses. on pupx]s that when
unemployment is high those
with no qualifications fare
worst.

Of the 23 leavers seven
have taken- up apprentice-
ships in garages, factories or
the building industry. Four
girls went to work in banks,
one in haudressmg, another'

Exhlbltlon

10 a factory and one into the
Post Office.

Three went to colleges of
further education, one boy
became - a frainee projec-
tionist and one boy found a
job as a storeman.

The school’'s programme of
practical advice about getling
jobs, starts with a compul-
sory meeting with the car-
eers o..cer as so~n as each
pupil reaches 15. They are
given "~ practice interviews
and work experience, if they
want ‘it

This 34

year, pupils

worked for a week at a local
branch of the National West-
‘minster Bank and 24 of the
leavers went into banking.

. Several girls spent a day in

- a local hospital, rﬁany of them
" following it up by stariing

jobs in nursing. .

Between 30 and 40 . pupils
left school at Easter as soon
¢s they were old enough to
leave. All were unqualified
and the school has no record
¢t what jo.; they fecund. A
further 30 or so left at Whit-
sun when thev too, became
old enouch to leave school.

The remaining - 180 who
left at the end of the sum-
mer term over tke age of 16
took a minimum of one “0O”
level ; 48 had finished a first
year of the sixth. form. Eight
sixth-formers dropped out
during the year, but most of
them found jobs. -

Miss Anita Ward, fhe sixth

-helned mie a

" Alan Dunn on how a Liverpool school comes to.terms with its narrowing options

grade two, plus typing.

Susan {ried the work cx-
perience scheme run hy the
Manpower Services Commis-
sion at an office, wherc she
was told that she would nced
two O levels for a permanent
jobh. Sihe returnced to New
Heys sixth form and took O-
level English language and
commerce, retecok CSE math-
ematies, sat CSE general
studies, and pushed up her
l\pmv speed plus audio typ-

Slmc Fehrll,gry ‘Susan Ins
applied for 30 effice jobs. Of
the first 17 only scven re-
plicd. She was given onc¢ in-
terview,

‘ Mr Hardman and the car-
cers staff at New Heys have
lot in the
sixth,” she said. A hank had
promised a joh if her exam-
ination results were satisfac-
tory. In the mcan{imc she
refuses 10 go on the dole,

form coordinator, said: “I
don’t know of any boys who
haven't found jobs, but there
arc four girls who aren’t
doing anything as far as I
Lnow

* Many of ihe rupils smy
on an cxtra year if they mis-

sad the boat last time round
and they hoped by staying on
and getting few
CSE's 1o improve their
chances ¢f a job. Most of
them do find something even-
tually.”

If its a question of choice
between a job offer outside
school and taking one or two
CSEs, the -~ ire will often,
bebfor the pupil to take the

There are new 17 in the
upper sixth form taking A
levels, eight of whom have

more -

preferring to help out in her
parents’ shop.

Teachers begin careers’
counselling in the. third year,
when choices are heginning
to be made from the S50
examination subjects avail-
able. Regular assessments
and interviews are held
throughout the fourth, and
and fifth years -and visits
arranged to employers.

Additionally 26 specialisis
from the city careers ofiice
interview cverv member of

- fifth forms At the 90 seceond-
Lary sehools,gsncndmg at Jeat

.30 minutes; with each’” child,

Aniong” ovtions offered
New Heys is the return-ang-
learn scheme, funded by the
MSC. Youngsters may return
to any of the city’s schoois

. for up to thrce days and stiil

draw the dole.

The scheme worked in a
limited way, sald Mr
Yardman: they had had up
to 24 coming back, bul are
now down to 10,

for jobs

applied to go 1o universily.
Two plan to take a ycar off
befere university, one is
roing iato the police, cnother
to art college, another to do
more A levels, two to study
nursery nursing and one to
work in the law courts.

Those university places
may not secem much out of
Southfields’ 1,300 pupils but
Miss Ward, points out that
these pupils. came to the
schcol when it was compet-
ing with grammar schools
.which ‘crcamed off many of
the brighter kids.

Southfield may not boast
the most distinguished aca-
demic record of all London’s
schools, but it can be proud
of placing such a high propor-
tion of younz people in work
* ' out of school.

gl

d at

Mr

educated

Dennis Johnson in an area
of privilege

CONTRAST  between
school leavers at a large
comprehensive school in an
industrial area and those at
one of Britain’s best known
public schools is almost total,

All but a tiny minority of the

180 or so who left Marlbor-
-ough College in Wiltshire,
when term ended last week-
end, had a pretty clear idea
of their immediate future,
and it did not include
- enforced unemployment.

It seemed likely that. fewer

than a dozen faced real un-
certainties, and even they
were thought by masters to
include a high proportion

- whose unemployment would

be voluntary.

For the year just ended,..the

fees at Marlborough, which
has 950 pupils, were £98%.a
term, and parents have
already been told.

expect an increase for next
year. For their £3,000 or so a
year, they expected and re-
cewed an education for
their children which all but
assured them of A-levels,
given reasonable application.

Even without the prestigious

background of a career at
Marlborough, that gave them
an immediate edge in the
market. More particularly, as
the products of a reputable
public school, it assured
them of a place in the uni-
versitics or in professional
training schemes.

Because the public school sume

mer term ends before that of
state schools, all the Marl-
borough leavers had packed
their bags and gone when
this survey was carried out.
But masters confirmed that
it would have been difficult
to find more than a handful
who would have voiced genu-
ine fcars about the next few
years.

Although it was too early to

have produced an accurate
analysis, partly because of
the system of conditional
offzrs of university places,
the carcers master, Mr John
Powell, said that about 80
per cent of the Jeavers .
would go on to some form of
higher education.

_“You. ha\'e {o remember that

hardly ‘anyone leaves Marl-
borough with fewer than two
or three ‘Aclevels,” he said.
“For this reason probably
only around 2 per cent will
remain unemployed, and in
certain of those cases il may
be voluntary.” Two per cent
of 180 represents three or
four pupils.

Powecll said that some of
the leavers had firm univer-
sity offers, some conditional.
Still others would apply to
university after the results
were known later in the sum-
mer, and would first take a
year off to follow some acti-
vity of their own.

Of the remaining 20 per cent,

about half would go into
some form of *“direct entry ™
{raining. such as accoun-
tancy. and a quarter would
go into the services. Thus
only about 5 per cent of the
total number of leavers
would be unsure of their im-
mediate prospects, a figure
not noticeably different from

that in more prosperous
times.
A housemaster, Mr T. E,

Rogers, said he knew of no-
one in his house who was
Jeaving without anything
planned Of about a dozen
leavers, six had applied for
university places in 1981 and
would be taking a year off.
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