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QUARRY HILL FLATS at
Leeds, the great working-
class housing achievement of
the 1930s, are to be
demolished, mainly because
they were badly built. Some
of the 938 flats are less than
35 years old.

Time has not dcalt kindly
with this grand vision of
Socialism-made  steel and
concrete. The flats attracted
hundreds of housing experts
from all parts of the world.
Today their only visitors are
PhD students: doing theses
on social or housing history.
But Quarry Hill, even when
it becomes ' rubble, will
remain a monument to far-
sightedness.

In the 1930s Leeds had a
tough-minded Labour coun-
cil, led by a redoubtable
clergyman, Alderman the
Rev. Charles Jenkinson. As
chairman of housing he drew
up a_ slum-clearance map,
with clearance areas splashed
with red. The Conservatives
called it the '“red ruin’
map because, they said, it
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would ruin many private
landlords. They wondered
who would rid them of this
turbulent priest.

Serious construction faults

were discovered when the
flats were little more than 20
vears old, Councillor Kevin
Gould, Lahour chairman of
the housing committee,
vesterday blamed speculative
builders whe went bankrupt
some vears ago.
. In 1961 steelwork support-
ing the flats was found
corroded, The corporation
had to spend about £500,000
to give the flats a further 10
years of life.

Any hope of saving the
flats vanished when it was
found that the line to be
taken by the Leeds north-
east urban motorway would
render life uncomfortable

Social life deteriorated as
the flats grew older. In the
1950s a woman tenant
screamed as she was stabbed
to death. Nobody took any
notice. At the trial of her
murderer it was stated that
women screaming on Saturday
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tone jungle to go

night in the flats were so
much part of life there that
nobody could be expecteg to
pay attention,

These remarks caused deep
resentment at the flats. It was
said then, as it is said now,
that rowdy non-residents
often passed through on their
way to the bus station near
by. But older residents adnut
that some spirit seems to have
gone out of the place.

One man, who moved into
his three-bedroomed flat 24
years ago, when the rent was

7s 4d a week (1t 1s now
£3.86) said: “ We have had
too many °problem families’
dumped on us. They call this
place the ‘stone jungle.
When we first lived here. 95
per cent of the tenants were
nice, decent, hard-working
people.”

Councillor Gould said that
Quarry Hill flats still had a
strong neighbourly  spirit.
Many tenants had asked if
they could move with their
neighbours. The corporation
would give people a choice of
where they wanted to live.

Fat—but starved of love

Nine out of 10 fat children
1ave troubles at home, accord-
ng to Mrs Dorothy Lennon, a
‘onsuitant in child dietics.

Mrs Lennon, of the depart-
nent of life sctences at Leeds
Polytechnic, sawd: * Often the
nother does not care enough.
she gives her child 2ip to go
yut and buy sweets just to get
um off her hands, when what

he really needs 1s love. He
turns to eating to make up for
the affection he 1sn’t getting.”

She gave as an example a
girl who weighed 25 stones
when she was only 13. *She
weighed only six pounds at
birth but by the time she was
a year old she was four times
normal size. Her mother said
she fed her on demand, but T

strongly  suspect  that  cvery
time the baby cried she just
pumped more food into her to
keep her quiet, even when she
was crying because she was
overfed.”

But not only parents were {o
blame. Mis Lennon also criti
cised doctors who told over-
weight children : “ go away and
lose weight,” or *“ You are just
meant to be fat.”

Baptist
funds
policy

The Baptist Church is to use
its investments I1n companies
with 1nterests 1n Southern
Atrica to help relieve or pre-
vent the exploitation  of
coloured workers.

This places Baptists alongside
Anglicans and Methodists in
this country mm new and con-
certed action by the major
denomtnations against aparth-
eid. Only a relatively small pro-
portion ot Baptist funds 1s
invested 1n such companies, but
1t 1s the growing united action
by churchmen 1n defence of the
victims of apartheid which is
the most significant ‘actor.

A statement approved by the
executive council of the Baptist
Union says some of those com-
panies in which it has invest-
ments may be judged to con-
duct a significant operation in
Southern Africa. “ We are con-
cerned as far as possible to use
our influence to remove social
mjustices,” the statement adds.

The council is not convinced
that the best interests of non-
white people would be served
by the disposal of investments.
Instead, it agrees with the view
of an 1increasing number of
churchmen that 1t 1s better to
use holdings t¢r attempt to
influence company policies.

Freeman

Mr K. B. Moore, town clerk
of Rochdale for the last 24
vears, 1s to retire with the reor-
gamsation of local government.
He 15 to be given the freedom
of the borough.

Airline checks police
record of applicants

Five months after the Home Secretary announced specific categories of employ-
ers allowed to receive the criminal records of their employees, evidence has emerged
of a company outside these categories systematically requesting the criminal records

of job applicants.

The company, Air France, with a staff of 600 in London has so formalised its
requests for. this information from the police that it has produced a standard form

leaving spaces for the
name, address, and date of
birth of applicants to -be
filled in.

These forms were submitted
to ~the British _ Airports
Authority police at Heathrow,
who, Scotland Yard confirmed
yesterday, have access to the
criminal records. Copies of two
forms sent by Air France to
Sergeant Matthews, Collator,
CID, BAA Constabulary, Heath-
row, have been handed to the
Guardian by the National Coun-
cil for Civil Liberties. .

Mr Antoine Girot, general
manager of Air France, con-
firmed in a statement to the
Guardian _yesterday that his
company had been requesting
criminal records, “We were not
aware until it was brought to
our notite by the press that this
action on our part was a breach
of civil nights I have now
1ssued 1nstructions that this
practice will cease forthwith.”

Mr Girot said his company had
asked for police records for
three security reasons: hijack-
ing, bomb threats, and an in-
crease of theft from aircraft and
airline warehouses. “We
thought this was logical, to pre-
vent undesirable elements in-
filtrating into key sections of
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our organisation. We will now
have to consider carefully other
methods for ensuring maximum
security.”

The company says that it has
not received any replies from
the police and that it had pre-
sumed that the names submitted
had clean police records. What
remains unanswered is why the
police did not inform Air
France that it was wrong to
request police records.

Air France was unable to say
how many requests it had made
to the police, but Mr Girot
said requests were only made
for certain key jobs.

The British Airport Authority
police would not comment on
the case yesterday, but the
general secretary of the NCCL,
Mr Martin Loney, called for a
Home Office inquiry into the
case.

The categories of “employ-
ers” allowed police records
are: category one, medical,
educational, and social service
authorities whose employees
are in “ positions of trust in
regard to vulnerable members
of society ”; category two, the
Atomic  Energy  Authority,
Foreign Office, and the Post
Office for

security reasomns’; -
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1969 Profits £380,601

(Furst year as Public Co.)

1973 Profits £5,633,585
(Turmover £21.8M)

From liftle acorns...

Prospects.The first quarter's trading

Youused to knowusbyoneofa
number of names: Creensitt & Barratt,
Creensitt & Barratt (Scotland), Arthur
Wardle,Bracken Construction,Fairhomes
(Yorkshire), Sawdon & Simpson,
Armley Construction, Tom Galloway.

But now we have a single new -
name-Barratt Developments Limited.

And anew look.

It's no accident either, that we've
chosen an oak tree as our new symbol.
From the little acorn planted in
Newcastle some years ago, we've grown
into one of Britain'’s leading developers.
Here are some highlights from the
Chairman’s Statement for the year
ending 30th June 1973.

Profits. The group profits, before tax,
for the year amounted to £5,633,585
against £2,608,640 last year. This growth
in profits was almost entirely attributable
o a substantial increase in the number
of houses built during the year.

Rental income from property invest-
ment further increased during the year.

Change of Name. The Board con-
sidered it was to the benefit of the group
to carry on its activities under a united
corporate identity so that customers,
suppliers and others may appreciate
that there is available to local manage-
ment the resources and expertise of the
group to help maintain the same high
standard of service and qualityinallareas.

in the current year shows continued
growth in the group. The company’s
policy of effecting sales nine months
ahead of production, which has been
successfully implemented on the vast
majority of our sites, coupled with our
excellent mortgage allocationsfrom a
number of building societies and our
strong financial resources should

ensure this growth.

In our contracting activities our
forward sales position is excellent and
profitably based. Since the yearend a
number of commercial developments
have been commenced which will
increase future investment income.

Iam fully confident that we shall
achieve a further satisfactory increase
in profits in the current year.

L. A.Barratt,Chairman

Developments Limited

Wingrove House, Ponteland Road, Newcastle-uponTyne NE5 3DP

THIS WEEK

FILMS

MUSIC

‘for Claire Bloom’s fine

ABC Ardwick, Studios One and
Six: “Steelyard Blues,” most
engaging comedy about a group
of minor criminals trying to
rebuild an old plane to fly away
from the repressive forces that
harass them. A first-rate cast,
headed by Donald Sutherland,
includes the superb Peter Bojyle
as an unemployed Human Fly.
New_ Oxford: “Emperor of the
North,” tough, gripping story of
a_ruthless train conductor and
his duel with two hoboes trying
to sneak a_ride in Depressxgﬁ
wel!

America, Execiting and
staged.

Gaumont : “Nightwatch,” strained
confusing thriller about odd

goings-on in Chelsea. Is Eliza-
beth Taylor mad, or_wag there
a body next door? Implausible
and tedious.

In brief: Patrick Garland’s ver-’

sion of “ A Doll's House,'}. notable
A R e D
ance, is a . e *Dr
Zhivago,” is reissued in"70mm at
ABC One. Bunuel’s delicious
satire, “The Discreet Chamm of
the Bourgeoisie” is at  the
Aaben, “Massage Parlour,” an
uinusual travelogue, is at the
Cameo, and “Clinic Xclusive’
reappears at the Cinephone.
Peckinpah’s “Pat Garrett and
Billy the Kid” is_retained at
Studio Two and also onens at
Studio Nine with a different
support, “ ... tick ... ftick
.. tick” Ralph Nelson’s racial
melodrama. “Cabaret”™ has its
fortvsixsth and final week at
Studio Eight. “ Ssssnake” moves
to Studio Four, and all other
programmes _are unchanged:
“Clockwork Bananas” (Studio
Three), “Sex Life in a Convent »
(Studio_Five), “Butch Cassidy
and “MASH” (Studip Seven).
Tomorrow, Bolton Film Theatre
is showing Andrzej Wajda's new
film “The Wedding,” a compel-
ling mixture of politics, folklore,
and fantasy, and on Saturday
and Sunday it has two features
by erian Borowcezyk;
*‘Blanche ” and “ Goto, island of
Love,” two studies of .obsessive
love, one lyrical, the other
brutal. And the Savoy, Heaton
Mersey, has Bo Widerberg’s
elegiac story, “Elvira
Madigan.”

ART

Whitworth Gallery, Manchester :
Northern Young Contemporaries
until December 22 Bests
Peterloo Gallery, Manchester:
Recent work by Philip Sutton
until Saturday.

Tib Lane Gallery, Manchester:
Landscape paintings by Jim
Billsborough until Saturday.
Portico  Gallery, =~ Manchester:
Paintings by Isobel Barber until

Friday.
Portland Gallery, Manchester :

Mixed exhibition until December
1.

Manchester City Library: Paint.
ings by J. Whittle until December
1.

love

Didsbury College of Education:
Prints, ~drawings, and photo-
graphs by Richard and George
James until November 23.
Salford Gallery: Paintings and
pastels by Harold Peak until
December 2.

Unicorn Gallery, Wilmslow : Pre-
Christmas exhibition of nine-
teenth-century oil paintings until
December 22. (Telephone 23276

for opening times.)
Monks Hall Museum, Eccles:
Fabric pictures by Marjorie

Spittle until November 30.

Torr Top Gallery, New Mills:

Paintings by Hal Yates until

December 31,

Bolton Art Gallery: Bolton Art

Circle until Saturday.

Haworth _Gallery, Accrington :

gpen exhibition until December

MPAA Gallery, Burnley: Paint-

ings by Gordon Humphries until

November 80.

Vernon Gallery, Preston: Recent

Em and paintings by Wood,

b:ang. and Johnson until Decem-
r 7.

Rochdale Gallery : Paintings by

Bryan Banks until Sunday.

Keele University : Paintings and

sculpture by Andrzej Kuhn until

November 30.

Biluecoat Chambers, Liverpool :

Prints and drawings by Chris

Orr,” until Thursday.

Neptune  Gallery, Liverpool:

Watercolours by T. Jok-You until

November 30.

Senate House, Liverpool Univer-
: Landscape by Paula Ver.

larde until Saturday,

TODAY

Whitworth Hall, 1. Organ recital
by Graham Barber. - _
Keele University Chapel, 8 15
Organ recital by Lionel Rogg—
an ali-Bach programme,

TOMORROW

Altrincham, Stamford Hall, 8.
Altrincham _and Hale Music
Society, recital by John Carol
Case (baritone) "and Daphne
Ibbott (piano).

Hall,

Liverpool, Philharmonic
7 30, Vlach String Quartet plays
Haydn’s D major Quartet, Op.
20, No 4, Janacek’s Second
(“Intimate Letters”), and Sme-
tana's First (“From my Life").
WEDNESDAY

RNCM, 7 30. Revival of the
RNCM’s opera double bill of
Crosse's ‘““‘Purgatory” (producec
by James Maxwell and conducted
by Michael Lankester), and
Walton's “The Bear ” (produced
by Ernest Warburton, and con-
ducted by Bryden Thomson).

Liverpool, Philharmonic Hall,
7 30. Ravi Shankar with Alla
Rakha.

THURSDAY

Friends’ Meeting House, 1. Mid-
day concert by Anthony Roden
(tenor) and Margaret Yarwood
(clarinet).

Frece ‘Trade Hall, 7 30 Halle
Orchestra conducted by John
Pritchard in music of Purcell,
Ives (Fourth Symphony,  with
Owain Arwel Hughes as assistant
conductor), and Brahms
(Symphony No 2).

Blackburn Museum, 7 30.
Northern Pro Arte Ensemble.

Liverpool, Philharmonic  Hall,
% 45. Merseyside Youth Orches-
tra conducted by Frank CIff in
Mendelssohn, Lutoslawski
(“Trauermusik™), Rachmaninov
(Paganini Rhapsody, with Peter
Katin as soloist), and Nielsen
(Fifth Symphony).

Liverpool University, New
Theatre, 7 43 : Chilingirian String
Quartet plays Mozart in A, K.464,
and Beethoven in E flat, Op. 74,

and F minor, Op. 9.

FRIDAY s
Manchester Cathedral, 7 30:
Concert in aid of Manchester,
Stockport, and Salford Family
Service Unit.

SATURDAY

Free Trade Tall, 7 15: Salford
OChoral Society and Manchester
Mozart Orchestra, conducted by
Arthur  Rooke, in  Handel’s
“Messiah,” with Delia Downes,
Joyce Ellis, John Rawnsley, and
Peter Bodman.

Blackpool. Norbreck Castle Hotel,
80: Blackpool Symphony
Orchestra, conducted by Robert
Atherton, in Boyce, Beethoven
(Violin Concerto, with Joan
Atherton), Grieg, and
Tchaikovsky.

THEATRE

Manchester Opera House: The
Royal Ballet tomorrow until
Saturday.

Manchester Palace: John Hanson
in “The Desert Song.” Tonight
until Saturday.

Manchester Library: Tennessee
Williams's' “Cat on a Hot Tin
Roof” transfers from Wythen-
shawe. From tomorrow.

Wythenshawe Forum: Ben
Trﬁers's “Rookery Nook." Opens
Wednesday.

Liverpool _Playhouse: “Romeo
and Juliet.” Final week, Upstairs
A new version of “Oedipus” by
Sue Wilson, Tonight until Dec-
ember 1.

Liverpoo! Eve an: “Downright
H:eglz‘imn" by C. G. Bond. Final
w .

Liverpool Royal Court: The
Actors ny with Congreve's
“Way _of World” (tonight
until Wednesday) and Chekhov's
“Wood Demon” (Thursdsy to
Saturday).

Bolton Octagon: Arthur Miller’s
‘l‘All My Sons." Until December

Stoke Victoria: Shakespeare’s
“Richard IL." Final week.

Crewe Theatre: John Bowen's
“After the Rain.” Tomorrow,
until December 1,

Chester Gateway: “A Funny

Thi ned on the Way to
uleni‘om'."? Untill Decembe’;' 1

category three, the Bar Council,
e Law Society, to protect the
administration of the law.

In another case, the NCCL
has learned that police have
given the Richmond and Twick-
enham borough council a list of
offences committed by a group
of squatters. The list does not
name the individual squatters
but aggregates the number of
offences for which the 45
squatters have either been con-
victed or arrested.

Mr Loney says in a letter to
the Metropolitan Police Com-
missioner about the case:
* Although no person is men-
tioned by name, it is quite clear
that the information has been
obtained from criminal records.

“1 Should like to know
whether it is normal practice
for local police forces to supply
information of this nature to
the local authority and, if so, in
what carcumstances. I think 1t
is also relevant to ask whether
other administrative authorities
or organisations are entitled to

and receive tms type of
information.
Complaints

“It would appear that in this
particular case the information
supplied extended beyond de-
tails concerning those convicted
of criminal offences as it also
included information about per-
sons who were arrested. Are
we to assume therefore that
records of all arrested persons,
irrespective of whether they are
charged or convicted, are kept
by local police forces and are
made available to particular in-
dividuals and organisations on
request ?

Councillor Tremlett, chair-
man of the council’s housing
committee, said yesterday that
he had asked the housing mana-
ger to obtain the information.
A large number of complaints
had been made against this
particular group of squatters.
He wanted accurate informa-
tion to know how serious the
complaints were.

If the police had not released
the statistics it would still have
been possible to search through
local papers to add up the
various court appearances which
the squatters had made. Forty-
five had been arrested, 22 of
them more than once. Eight
different and serious offences
had been alleged.
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Laity picks
woman

A woman has become chair-
man of the House of Laity of
the Church of England’s Man-
chester Diocesan Synod in what
is believed to be one of the first
appointments of its kind.

Mrs Margaret Elliott, wife of
the Rev George Elliott, vicar
of Crawshawbooth, Lancashire,
is to head a body of 120 on

Search
for
radical
ideas

By JUDY HILLMAN,
Planning Correspondent .
The Government’s special
investigation into the operation
of development control may ins
clude recommendations on such
politically important topics as
the cost of land for public pro-
jects as well as radical ideas
to improve the British planning

machine.

The inquiry, led by-Mr George
bry, QC, and announced In
October, has set itself a crack-
ing pace. Written evidence has
to be submitted by the end of
this week and the interim
report is to be ready early in
the New Year, covering an
analysis’ of problems and poss
sible immediate remedies.

Organisations which might be
expected to have a contribution
to make on the subject have
been sent a lengthy question-
naire, which itself gives some
indication of the way the
review might move.

The section oa positive con-
trol points out that some people
say the primary aim of develop-
ment control should be to pro-
mote the right development n
the right place at the right
time, and not simply to act as
a check on proposals that hap-
pen to arise.

Asking what might be done
to achieve this, 1t lists two
possible measures. The first
involves the appointment of
special officers in councils to
identify land available for de-
velopment, especially for hous-
ing, and then secure its use.
The second suggestion covers
the extension of powers for
compulsory purchase at a value
disregarding prospective devels
opment at least for priority
areas.

For example, disused London
dock land could on this basis
be bought in broadly at present-
day values, which, in many
places, would be very low
indeed without the prospect of
new roads, public transport,
sewers, shops and schools. Such
speeial valuation already hap-
pens in the case of new towns,
where land is bought mainly at
agricultural values. =

On the subject of inquiries,
the questionnaire covers the
idea that some appeals should
go to the counties for decision
rather than rise right up to
Whitehall.

Humiliation
for sex
suspects - -

A progress report on support
for the “gay rights” movement
by the National Union of
Students claims that suspected
lesbians in the armed forces
are being trailed by Special
Branch investigators  and
treated_like criminals,

The NUS executive said yes
terday that the Special Branch
trailed_suspected lesbians both
on and off duty, and that in-
vestigators examined personal
belongings looking for
“evidence.” .

On the flimsiest evidence a
woman could be sent to a
psychiatrist for confirmation
of lesbianism—an ofence in
the services or the police—and
discharged from the services.
Alternatively, women bought
themselves out of the services

which women are in a three-to-
one minority.

rather than endure the humili-
ation of an investigation.

To whom shall we leave
our money, John?

Elsie: “It seems to me that many old people are nowadays
in the greatest need. Things steadily get worse for them

as money loses its value. We're among

the lucky ones,

John for we have a good home and a family near at

hand to visit us.”
John:

“ That’s true, I hear of the most tragic cases when I
meet some of my old medical colleagues—old folk who

find it difficult to get out and only rarely see anyone.
Loneliness saps their spirits, so they often don’t feed
themselves properly. Bad housing and cold makes it
worse, It's no wonder many die before their time.”

Elsie:
designed to give elderly

a pleasant common room where
and a warden on call if needed.

John

“Yes, I believe they're the
provide 2 Day Centre in Deal. t
lot of old people. That's the way

“I've been reading a report about Help the Aged and
flats they build for old people. It says

le ind dﬂwt t%:?wﬁ
e independence, ¢
P g'hey can meet others,

'ﬁelgple who helped to
certainly heiped a
to help folk keep

healthy and active into old age. End the loneliness, and

rehouse those who need

Elsie: ool
'€

w&:ﬂn ;)eytt

flats.

blessings
said that
worth of

John:

l't‘"

“I think we should help in thankfulness for all the
in our retireme
to Help the

nt. The na{zrt I read
Aged builds £10,000
1

“PTll write for defails of their work to talk over a

a legacy with our solicitor.”
For facty about Help the Aged write to:

The Hon. Treasurer

Rt. Hon. Lord Maybray-

King, Help the Aged, Room GIL, 8 Denman St.,

London, W1A 2AP.

£150 names a flat in memory of someone dear to you, or
inscribes a name on the Founders Plaque of a new Day Centre,
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