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The big debate of the conference, on
grants, was preceeded by the report
on Gay Liberation Executive member,
Sara Veale encouraged delegates to
‘challenge your sexuality.” Shightly

Dave Tournafond and Ben Coleman
were inert for much of the pro-
ceedings, although for differing
reasons. Dave was on a course of
tranquilizers after being assaulted by
a member of Gay Lib in a disco,
whilst Ben was just bored and thus fell
asleep.

' ‘Backs to the wall boys!" Typified reactions we received

from people when we said that we were going to attend
a meeting of the University gay society. Indeed such com-
ments serious or not, betray a general attitude amongst
heterosexuals towards gays — as if what we were about
to attend was some bizarre, clandestine gathering, at
which we needed to be on our closest guard. Of course,
the stereotyped image of gays is very far from the truth: in
reality, they are as diverse, not-to-mention, as ‘‘ordinary”’
as straights. It is frustrating then, that, after ten years
in which they have begun to make their presence known
in society, homosexuals are still subject to such prejudices.

The pressures exerted on gays is a predominantly
heterosexual society are still great: the guilt, fears and
self-hatred which a gay may experience before coming
to terms with his homosexuality, cannot be over-
emphasised. Through our moral upbringing we are con-
ditioned to accept a heterosexual lifestyle with the result
that homosexuals are forced to suppress their real in-
stincts: thus they may prefer to convince themselves that
they are ‘straight’ rather than risk the rejection and
ridicule they fear may be encountered by ‘coming out.’

In theory, at least, gays at University should meet with
much more liberal attitudes in a freer, more open-minded
environment. Since its foundation a year ago, it has been
the aim of gaysoc to protect and further the interests of
gay women and men in this University. Its meetings, held
every three weeks on Thursday evenings, provide for its
fifty or so members a relaxed miliéu for social gather-
ings. In addition the society organises occasional talks

on homosexuality and the position of homosexuals in
society as regards the church, the Law and politics.

Moreover gaysoc provides an important stepping-stone
to the gay scene in the city — certainly, gay night-clubs,
such as ‘The Masquerade,’ can be very intimidating to
an isolated man or woman. However this could not be
said of ‘The Third Room’ at the Everyman bistro, by far
the best social revue we came across. Run every Monday
night by Link (an umbrella organisation for the aid of
all gay groups in the city) and supported by gaysoc, it
offers to the gay populace of Liverpool a friendly at-
mosphere in comfortable surroundings with none of the
more sordid associations of gay night-clubs.

Gaysoc then, with its aim to ease students into gay life
without a ‘baptism-by-fire,’ fills an important role in the
University. Why, in that case does it receive so little sup-
port from the majority of gay students in Liverpool. Ig-
norance maybe, although the blitz-posterings campaign
of last year failed to bring a marked increase in member-
ship. It seems more likely that apathy or fear is the cause.
A pity, for how can gays expect to improve their situa-
tion, if they fail to lend support to organisations set up
specifically for their benefit?

NB: Anyone interested in getting in touch with gaysoc,
should contact the membership secretary via the gaysoc
drawer in the guild office.

Anne Quirke
Roderick Boroughs
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Glasgow gays

.| Caroline Moore

| Guild Council voted

unanimously last Tuesday
to sever all links with
Glasgow University
Student’s Union because
of their recent refusal to
allow the affiliation of a
Gay Society to their Union.
Liverpool and Glasgow

Universities have traditionally

maintained strong links
over the years because of

their similar Union structures

and Redbrick traditions.

Edinburgh University
Student’s Union has also

severed relations with Glasgow

and forwarded to Guild
Officers a letter from
Glasgow Union President
explaining his Union’s
refusal, He argued that in
view that homosexual
relations are illegal for
persons under 21 and that
the majority of students
are under 21, the affiliation
of Gay students to the
Union might give, “the
impression that the Union
in some way bestows an
unofficial blessing on their
activities.”

PL
SCHOOL

Simon Mazie

He also argued that the
majority of Union members
do not want Gay Society
affiliation and felt that,
“many members of the Gay
Society are not interested
in a constructive approach

to changing the membership’s

attitude but are using this
controversy as a ploy to
gain publicity and momen-
tum to destroy the character

of the Union as we know it.”

However, the move for a

Gay Society in Glasgow
has had a good deal of
support with about

180 people wanting to
affiliate and a candidate
standing for Gay issues

in the recent Union Officer
elections polled 20% of
the vote. In addition, it

is NUS policy to promote
discussion on sexuality

in general and to act as

a focus for social activities.

It is not at all necessary to be

Gay to join a Gay Society,

‘Ungentlemanly

Because of Council’s motion
last Tuesday to break off
relations with Glasgow
University, Liverpool
University debating society
had to withdraw an invita-
tion to Glasgow's debating
Society to take part in

an Inter-Varsity competition
held here on Friday.

This was greatly regretted,
especially since Glasgow
won the competition

last year, and many people
felt that making them
withdraw was unreasonable
because the competition
was arranged three months
ago, and Glasgow’s debating
society was not responsible
for their union’s action.

Guild policies.” The
Convenor of Glasgow’s
debating Society was very
angry when Pete Rainford
phoned to cancel their
invitation on Thursday,

““this is damned ungentiemanly

conduct, not the business of
any other Union to interfere
with Internal workings.

Debates should be separate.”

She then slammed the 'phone

down.

Despite several last minute
cancellations by other
universities, the debates
were very successful and
Cambridge University won
the prizes for best team
and individual speaker

The standard of debates
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SPEAK OUT
The Meaning of Clause 28

For anyone who doesn’t yet know, Clause 28 of the
Local Government bill forbids the ‘‘promotion’’ of
homesexuality, or the findings of such, by local
authorities or the teaching of homosexuality as a
“‘pretended family relationship’’ in schools.

This amendment, tabled by Jill Knight and David
Wilshire, two notorious Tory MP’s represents the
most incredible attack on lesbians and gay men since
male homosexuality was ‘‘decriminalised’’ for con-
senting over-21’s in 1967.

So, what does this mean? Despite Government
assurances, this clause will inevitably bring about the
closure of Lesbian and Gay Community Centres (in
Liverpool, the Link Centre is under threat), the end
of Lesbian and Gay helplines, no licensing for Les-
bian and Gay pubs and clubs, no positive images in
schools, no books by or about Lesbians and Gay men
in public libraries, no plays about or by Lesbians or
Gaysin subsidised theatres. In effect, the only i |mages

of L achi ord o e ) S gl

Gay Promotion Under Attack

by Sarah Hey

On December 8th, 1987 Dame
Jill Knight (Conservative MP)
inserted an addition to the
Local Government-Bill propos-
ing that NO aspect of lesbian
and gay life should be promoted
by councils.

Chris Hodgson of the
University’s Lesbian and Gay

iety explained the implica-
tions of the ammendment
known as Clause 28, ““It bans
the funding or promotion of
Homosexuality by the local
authority. This means no les-
bian and gay pubs, no literature
in libraries, no funding for self-
help and theatre groups — as
most are subsidised by local
authorities.”

In the words of Dame Jill

Ken Livingstone MP.

Office.

at 1lam.

be at the Free Trade Hall at 3.00pm.
There will be an afternoon of
speakers and entertainers including
the Communards, Victoria Wood,
Neil Kinnock MP, Billy Bragg and

Festival tickets are £2.50 and
coach tickets are available from
Chris Hodgson in the S.U. Welfare

Coaches leave Students’ Union

Anyone wishing to support the fight [ =
against Clause 28 can attend a
National Festival and Rally in

Manchester this Saturday.

The March will start at Oxford
Road at 1.00pm and the Rally will

d family relationship
b blncauon of such

leafleting in Liverpool City
Centre, and had a Day of Ac-
tion around Campus yesterday
including a lobby of the City
Council at the Town Hall.
From today there will be
regular meetings to organise ac-
tion at 6.30pm in Allerton
Room 3 and on February 20th
there will be a national
demonstration in Manchester
This will include a march an¢
a festival and rally at Free Trad
Hall at 3.30pm, where there w'
be speakers and entertainers in-
cluding; Neil Kinnock, The
Communards, Victoria Wood
and Ken Livingstone. Coach
tickets are available from Chris
Hodgson in the Welfare Office.

Apartheid
Awareness
Campaign

The Anti-Apartheid group is
organising a Namibia Day and
a South Africa Day on
February 17th and 18th respec-
tively, hoping to increase
students’ awareness of the pre-
sent citnation in hoth conntries

AID FOR AIDS |

Damian Jorgensen has secured
the position of university AIDS
Advisor. The job as AIDS Ad-
visor is primarily to give advice
and information. It is the first
in a North West University and
a4 ——=<ivamove on behalf of
I% s

aeeins] SCRAP CLAU

Clause 28 bens positive teaching of same sex relationships. It leads to
i bullying, & lack of supportive information and has forced many
e closal. This state enforced bigotry must end nowl

DEMONSTRATE

Christopher Hodgson
Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual Group.

I ;oc:cty are orgams

y
events in protest against the Bill Apartheid merchandise, and
including mass petitioning and has information on local events,

attitudes to AIDS etc. He will
be producing leaflets for your
benefit with general informa-
tion and guidelines on where to
go for further help. Damian
wishes to stress that he will in
no way be counselling people
~=d that anyone who comes to

2 ia the
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The only thing I can’t
tolerate i1s intolerance. If
you are one Of those
people who write juvenile,
discriminative graffit all
over our beloved institu-
tion then pay careful
attention.

I'll try and keep my
words to a minimum
number of syllables, and
the general gist of what I
am saying to a suitabl
retarded intqllectual level,
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pt telling
myselt throughout it all that

fainment’ to such an extent
that it has become difficult to

indeed, a most commen-
dable notion, but more so
are the rights of race,
colour, sex and sexuality,
for although speaking
freely is a matter of choice,
race, colour, sex and
sexuality are innate parts
of our very existences. The
‘right to be’ far outweighs
the ‘right to choose to’ and
as such the various traits of
an individuals existence
must remain unscathed by
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2) Who the hell OK’d it
to kill unnatural things
anyway?

) Life, like sexuality, is
also an innate part of
nature (surprised, huh?).
Murder is the destruction
of life (hope this isn’t too
complicated, friends).
Murder is the destruction
of nature, therefore mur-
der is unnatural —isn’t that
a novel idea. So, even if
your °‘kill all gays’ argu-

ent was legitimate,
hich it clearly is
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the Alhletic Uniur E

LGB. SpeCial Col

Coming to University may provide you with the chance you need to come out as @ gay, lesbian o
pisexual person. In a new and different group of friends you will find that people quite often have a far
er response than you ever anticipated. The Guild actively prevents discrimination and has the
rights of all minorities and discriminated persons enshrined in its Constitution. \n University and Halls
tutors will quite often come down hard on discrimination.

The Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual Special Committee (LGB) exists for all students at Liverpool University.
This includes not only lesbian, €8y and bisexual people, but also those straight students who express

nctions in its own right and acts as @ conduct for information on

other social activities In Liverpool and the North West.

LGB exists not only in the social sense. tis politically active within the Guild and offers support to all

students. Up 1o 10% of the population is €3y Of Jesbian and many people therefore know a gay of

|esbian person without realising it - just as you might not know who wears contact lenses. The
rarely fits unless, of course, someone chooses to parody it. Our Special Committee is

nappy to talk to all these students and to the friends of these people, 8 well as the curious. We have

our own office in the Guild.

As you might expect of a ity of Liverpool's size, there is a gay scene to cater for the LGB people
within it. There is a range of pubs and clubs, along with DoOKS! and a coffee bar. Full details of
these may be obtained through the 'Gay Guild to Liverpool' available free through the LGB Special

Committee or the Guild Welfare office.



