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Summary Participant information sheet 

 
When pandemic and everyday ethics collide: supporting ethical decision-making in 

maternity care and paediatrics during the Covid-19 pandemic – NHS Reset Ethics Project 
 
Background information 
 
We are interested in exploring with you the ethical issues that underpinned Trust decision-making 
during the ‘reset’ phase of the current pandemic. That is to say, the point after the initial acute phase 
of the pandemic, when Trusts were asked to re-establish the services that had been suspended to allow 
for a focus on treating patients with Covid-19 during the first wave. 
 
The information below provides a summary of what taking part involves. You do not have to take part. 
It is up to you decide whether or not you want to be involved in this study. 
 
What does taking part involve? 
 
We would like you to take part in an individual interview either by online video conferencing or over 
the telephone. This will be audio recorded. The interviews will explore your experiences of the 
processes of decision-making during the ‘reset’ period. We would like to explore your experiences of 
the challenges you have faced during this difficult period, focussing in particular on how you ensured 
that decisions were acceptable and defensible. We might ask, for example: 

• How did you set about/approach the ‘reset’ decision-making? 
• Can you tell as about the ‘reset’ decision-making processes? 
• Who was involved in decisions about ‘resetting’ services? Were any particular committees 

created with ‘reset’ decision-making as their remit? 
• Thinking about the ‘reset’ decision-making process, can you describe any issues which 

particularly concerned you and/or others in the Trust? 
 
How will we use the information you provide and information about you?  
 
The information you give will only be used for this research project. We will anonymise any 
information that might identify you, anyone else or the organisation where you work. All the 
information you provide will be kept securely.  
 
Are there any benefits in taking part? 
 
There are no direct benefits to you in taking part (but the Hospital will be reimbursed for your time). 
However, this project is aiming to provide future benefits to hospital trusts, clinicians, and patients by 
improving ethics support and decision-making in maternity services and paediatric care. 
 
Who can I contact if I have further questions or would like to take part? 
 
If you would like to take part, a detailed participant information sheet will be provided (or you can 
request it now if you like). Alternatively, please email any questions Dr Caroline Redhead 
(c.a.b.redhead@liverpool.ac.uk)  
 
 
We would very much appreciate your assistance with our project. Thank you very much for your time. 
 
The Reset Ethics Team. 
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