
Events Space, School of Law & Social Justice 

Friday 18th September 2026,10:00–16:00 

Rewriting Gillick: Revising Children’s Autonomy 
Rights in Judicial Decision-Making 

Scan the QR 
Code to  
Register  

Reimagining a Landmark Judgment 40 Years On 
This year marks four decades since the House of Lords handed 
down its seminal judgment in Gillick v West Norfolk & Wisbech Area 
Health Authority. The ruling has shaped UK and international  
debates on children’s capacity, medical consent, and autonomy, 
yet recent controversies reveal growing tensions in how the Gillick 
test is interpreted and applied. 
From gender‑affirming treatment to vaccination policy, and across 
fields such as family law, social care, special educational needs, 
and immigration, questions about children’s agency and decision-
making rights remain urgent and contested. 

About the Workshop 
This full‑day event uses the method of judgment rewriting to critically revisit the origi-
nal Gillick ruling and the case law that has followed. Participants will consider how key 
decisions might be reframed to better reflect contemporary understandings of chil-
dren’s rights, lived experiences, and the structural inequalities that affect their auton-
omy. 
 
The workshop brings together academics, practitioners, and judges to explore: 
• How the Gillick judgment might be rewritten for the present day? 
• How the principles of children’s autonomy extend across different legal domains? 
• What more child‑centred, rights‑focused judgments could look like? 
• How young people themselves understand autonomy in legal decision‑making? 
 
Up to 50 participants are invited to register to this collaborative, future‑facing  
conversation. 



 

Tentative Schedule 
 
9.00-9.30 
Arrivals and Welcome 
 
9:30–10:45 
Exploring Gillick: what should be rethought, refined, or retained? 
 
10.45-11.00 
Refreshments 
 
11:00–12:15 
Applying Gillick to medical and health‑related decision‑making 
 
12:15–13:15 
Lunch 
 
13:15–14:30 
Extending Gillick beyond health: implications across wider areas of law 
 
14:30–15:15 
Rewriting judgments for children and young people: form, purpose, and impact. 
 
For more information, contact Dr Nicolás Brando—n.brando@liverpool.ac.uk 
 
Places are limited please register in advance.  
 
A small number of bursaries are available to Postgraduate students, please  
register  via the PG ticket type using your student email address. 
 
 

This event is sponsored and funded by the  
Modern Law Review Seminars 2026. 
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