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∂ 

Archaeology and the public 

Increasingly high 

public profile of 

archaeology in public 

mind 

 

Time Team 

Digging for Britain 
 

 

 



∂ 

Archaeology and the public  

Heritage attractions 

(2.5 million visitors 

in North-East in 

2009) 

 

74.4% of adults in the 

North East have 

visited a heritage 

site in the last 12 

months 
(figures from English Heritage) 

Percentage of adults in the North East who have visited a 

heritage site at least once in the last 12 months 

 



∂ 

Archaeology and the public: from 

consumer to producer  

At least 2,030 
voluntary groups 
and societies active 
in the UK that 
interact with 
archaeological 
heritage  

This represents 
approximately 
215,000 individuals.  

Community archaeology at Hungate, York 



∂ 

Community Archaeology 

A focus is increasingly 

on facilitating active 

participation in the 

practice of archaeology 

by the public  

 

Need to provide 
support and training 



∂ 

Universities and 
outreach 

Motivations  
 
•Pragmatic (“Impact”; 
research) 
 

•Moral  



∂ 

Community engagement in archaeology 

at Durham 

Developed through existing 

relationships 

• Department of Archaeology 

• Archaeological Services 

• Durham County Council 

• Durham and Northumberland 

Archaeological and 

Architectural Society 



∂ 

Community engagement in archaeology 

at Durham 

Developing smaller 

projects – Sedgefield 

 

Gaining experience 

with community work - 

Coquetdale 

Community excavation at Harehaugh: 

Archaeological Services / Northumberland 

National Park 



∂ 

Pushing in the same direction 

Binchester 

Roman Fort 

Dept. of 

Archaeology, 

Durham 

Dept. of Classics, 

Stanford 

Arch & Arch 

Durham County 

Council 

English Heritage 

(capacity building 

agenda) 

Dunelm Metal 

Detector Club  



∂ 

Roman Binchester 



∂ 

Roman Binchester 

Community 

involvement from 

outset 

- written into 

project design 

from get-go 



∂ 

Roman Binchester 

Underlying 

philosophies 

• involvement in all 

stages of project 

• not just participation 

but training and 

education 

(sustainability agenda) 



∂ 

Roman Binchester 

Involvement in excavation 

-alongside Durham and 

Stanford students 

 



∂ 

Roman Binchester 

Post-excavation work 

-finds processing 



∂ 

Roman Binchester 

Training in 

environmental 

archaeology 

- Alongside Durham 

UG students 



∂ 

Roman Binchester 

Involvement in blog: http://binchester.blogspot.com/ 



∂ 

Roman Binchester 

Community and research 



∂ 

Roman Binchester 

Dissemination 

• Short lecture series 

• Day schools 

•  Media (Weardale 

Mercury to BBC2) 



∂ 

Roman Binchester 

Open day involvement 

Festival of British 

Archaeology 

Work with schools 



∂ 

On-going developments 

www.ne-heritage.org.uk 

NE Heritage mailing list: 
 
Ne-heritage@jiscmail.ac.uk 



∂ 

Lessons learnt (1) 

It takes time-  

• start small and get bigger 

 

Don’t get disappointed by 

early knockbacks 



∂ 

Lessons learnt (2) 

Focus on relationships 

 

Look for areas of existing 

activity: existing active  

societies, groups. people 



∂ 

Lessons learnt (3) 

Build on existing 

strengths and projects 



∂ 

Lessons learnt (4) 

Don’t impose your ideas of 

success 

• expectation management of 

others and yourself 



∂ 

Future threats 

Downsizing of Cont. Ed 

Impact of cuts agenda 

on supporting bodies 

(local councils; English 

Heritage; Knowledge 

Transfer) 



∂ 

http://www.durham.gov.uk/

