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FACT FILE: The Miss World
 
Contest
Miss World is the world’s oldest beauty
 
pageant and was started in the UK in 1951.
 
The pageants were aired on live television
 
and
 
during
 
the
 
1960s
 
and
 
1970s
 
Miss
 
World
 
was amongst the most watched programmes
 
on
 
TV.
The
 
BBC
 
stopped
 
airing Miss
 
World
 
in
 
1988.
) (
This task will focus on historical sources we can use
 
to look at the protest against The Miss World
 
contest in
 
1970.
 
You will:
Learn about the historical context of the
 
protests
Think about what motivated these women to
 
protest
Examine different types of sources to see
 
how they
 
can
 
be
 
used
 
to look
 
at the
 
past
)The Protests Against Miss World, 1970
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Some
 
of the
 
key
 
questions we might
 
want
 
to
 
ask are:
Why did the women protest against the Miss
 
World
 
contest?
What
 
did they
 
do?
What
 
were
 
the
 
consequences
 of their
 
actions?
What
 
is
 
the 
historical
 
significance
 
of
 
the
 
protest?
How can we use historical sources to examine
 
these events?
)
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Take a look at these photographs. What can they
 
tell
 
us about the event?
What are the
 limitations
 of these photographs, or
 
what
 
do they not
 tell
 
us?
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
) (
FACT FILE: The Women’s Liberation
 
Movement
The Women’s Liberation Movement emerged
 
in the early 1970s as women fought for equal
 
rights. The demands of the UK movement
 
were
 
as
 
follows:
– Equal
 
pay now
–
 
Equal
 
education
 
and
 
job opportunities
– Free contraception and abortion on
 
demand
–
 
Free
 
24hr
 
nurseries
–
 
Financial
 
and
 
legal
 
independence
–
 
An
 
end
 
to
 
all
 
discrimination
 
against
lesbians
 
and
 
a
 
woman’s
 
right
 
to
 
define
 
her
own
 
sexuality
– Freedom from intimidation by threat or
 
use
 
of
 
violence
 
or
 
sexual
 
coercion,
 
regardless of marital status and an end to all
 
laws,
 
assumptions
 
and
 
institutions
 
which
perpetuate
 
male
 
dominance
 
and
 
men’s
aggression
 
towards
 
women
)

	 (
This is the cover of a pamphlet the women
 
produced after the Miss World Protests. Using
 
this and
 
the
 
other
 
sources, what
 
do
 
you
 
think
 
they
 
are
 
angry
 
about?
)

 (
Newspaper
 
Reports:
 
The
 
protests
 
were
 
covered
 
extensively
 
in
 
the
 
national
 
press.
)
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In what ways are newspaper
 
articles useful to tell us what
 
happened?
) (
The Sunday Times,
 
Sunday,
 
Nov.
 
22,
 
1970
)

 (
What
 
are
 
the
 
limitations
 
of
 
newspaper
 
reports?
)

 (
The women involved were arrested and imprisoned
 
overnight. They represented themselves in court and
 
were
 
released
 
soon
 
after.
 
All
 
of
 
the
 
women
 
continued
 
to
 
be
 
active
 
campaigning
 
for
 
women’s
 
rights.
From left, protesters Sue Finch, Sarah Wilson, Jo Robinson,
 
Jenny
 
Fortune
 
and
 
Jane
 
Grant
 
Photograph:
 
Parisa
 
Taghizadeh
) (
In what ways might these types of
 
sources
 
be
 
problematic?------------------
---------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------
) (
Jenny
 
Fortune
 
on
 
the
 
first
 
Women’s
Liberation
 
Conference:
‘The
 
confidence
 
and
 
shining
 
exuberance
 
of
 
the speakers and all the women at the
 
conference made me feel that I was
 
entering a
 
brave
 
new
 
world.’
) (
Angie
 
Shrubsole-Brett
 
on
 
the
 
protests:
‘I’m proud to have played a small part in this
 
creative, colourful, political demonstration.
 
It was a genius idea and incredibly well
 
planned.
 
I
 
believe
 
the
 
whole episode
 
played
 
a significant part in the history of the
 
Women’s
 
Liberation
 
Movement – and
 
for
that
 
we
 
can
 
be
 
rightly
 
proud.’
) (
How can first-hand accounts help us to
 
understand
 
the
 
events?-----------------------
-------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------
) (
The excerpts below are first-hand accounts
 
from:
 
S.
 
Finch,
 
J.
 
Fortune,
 
J.
 
Grant,
 
J.
 
Robinson,
 
S Wilson, 
Misbehaving: Stories of Protests
 
Against the Miss World Contest and the Beauty
 
Industry
,
 
(Merlin
 
Press
 
Ltd:
 
London
 
2020)
) (
FACT
 
FILE:
 
Timeline
 
of
 
the
 
Women’s
Movement
 
in
 
1970s
 
UK
1970
 
National
 
WLM
 
conference,
 
Oxford
 
Miss World
 
Protest
1971
 
-
 
Chiswick
 
women's
 
refuge
 
opened
 
1973
 
- First
 
UK
 
Rape
 
Crisis
 
formed
Brixton
 
Black
 
Women's
 
Group
 
is
 
formed
1975
 
-
 
Sex
 
Discrimination
 
Act
National
 
Abortion
 
Campaign
 
formed
1976
 
-
 
Domestic
 
Violence
 
and
 
Matrimonial
 
Proceedings
 
Act
1978 - Organisation of Women of Asian
 
and
 
African
 
Descent
 
(OWAAD)
 
founded
1979
 
-
 
Southall
 
Black
 
Sisters
 
formed
)
image5.jpeg




image6.jpeg
HE KE m mrlmssmnr

BERAOTIFUL "'“% P
"E ‘E W;KSL':FI‘ Ao @ iy
uq‘y m;’ m;" g0 i ?
NERE  CoATen

et iy wiss

oo H
S T s Wkt
e Bl v iy
ey /K b s oo ey
ferhap e}





image7.jpeg
e ety e omeng Y
de Jongh, Nicholas

The Guardian (1959-2003): Nov 21, 1970;
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Guardian and The Observer
pe. 1

Beauty o’ershadowed
by the Women’s Lib

ARD, beaty draws s WG 5o 1 e e e vl e

sngle bar? Alesander Pope by it ierformanet vt to mafe
arole seversl centuries 2o But feaiged s, B e s
Happily he could not have envisiged Sniswid: A e sondoning

the annual flesh feast, the Miss OURC for the Vieteonz

World contest, which Britam has 10,3, obvious, hst the orasmsers

e ot retSEeEd
wdded to the garely of continents et kg i TECTEIED 0
Last mii i @ dnt of fln s milons of pépe o dh- no
s b, Tl tomatoes.  Maich 1 on “tctbeeben. "Batoss s
0 paDET leaRels, the FestAL 100k bk, Somon Whs Sid o
B ew ymll a3 now duen  Tean i Womaws Liberton Mone
Uy e en, antE sirole SO0 o
Liberstion  Fron. out pampbless. one " o Sheh
There was Bob llope performms :

0 are suporpuane sl
s Touine Cabaret turn IR & SOURL  women's hadies 1o TTuFRled vorerss
of” atiles and_disturgnces diverled NG SHnE bacihessmion b 0unS
Tiehlion 10 3 4rOUD of Yomen T Gnis i dank Aheve O BesEiT
i G0 Gae of the anies, SprinG s been hben feomh s, Turned i
Fipors as they vont money " for " thon

Sisty seconds' poiss, smelly pan he
demoniuiy Toigned. T Wi R BF &
barage” ot "Tour ted 6 b papel
picket. My st and suil'ar Dands
¢ fere apaticred with blue pant B> ‘The mvasion of (he auditorium dud
{ flope “reireated.  unsble t6. ompete not. tetract from. the Al seremons
Al ghls” newer, and Trankly more  When n Gl - crown ° Jenmi

MIGretiing Catarialnmnnt B B T, e Smniar





image8.jpeg
Miss World
row: five





image9.jpeg
Girls accused

Five girls arrested after
scenes at the Miss World contest
at the Royal Albert Hall on Fri-
day were remanded on bail until
next Thursday when they
appeared at Bow Street yesterday.
Charges_ included assaulting the
?uhce. threatening behaviour and
hrowing missiles * to the danger
of Miss World contestants.” -
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