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Guidance Notes

This catalogue provides key details of optional modules available in the Department of 
History in 2021/22 to help inform your choices.  On many programmes within the 
School it is possible for students take modules from other subject areas.  Students are 
strongly encouraged to consider the full range of optional modules available to them, 
and not just those that are ‘hosted’ by their own department. Taking modules from 
other subject areas will help to broaden your knowledge and develop your academic 
skills in different ways.  You will interact with a wider range of students studying other, 
often complementary, disciplines.

In all cases, please check your programme structure carefully to ensure you are only 
choosing modules which are available to the programme you are registered on – or 
will be registered on in 2021/22.  All students must register for 120 credits of modules 
in each year of study – 60 credits in each semester.  

For further information on individual modules, please contact the module convenor 
directly.



History 



Year Two 



Module Title: 
Ancient Warfare 

Module Convenor: 
Dr Alan Greaves (Greaves@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
War was a regrettable yet ubiquitous fact of ancient civilisation. This module provides a 
diachronic and cross-cultural comparative study of warfare as practiced in Bronze Age and 
‘Classical’ (i.e. Greco-Roman) East Mediterranean. This module is to be an examination of six 
identified cross-cultural themes that emphasise the relationship between warfare and key 
aspects of ancient civilisation:

 Technology & Sources: the technology and available evidence for war
 Tactics: developments in warfare methods and battlefield archaeology
 Socio-Economic: the social impacts of war, logistics and the economy
 Infrastructure: defensive architecture and the support mechanisms of warfare
 Death & Commemoration: dying & injury, treatment of the dead, memory
 Religion & Ethics: religious, moral, diplomatic and legal concept of war

These themes will be explored in relation to three case-study cultures (Archaic & Classical 
Greece, Egypt and the Roman Empire). This module also examines the archaeology of warfare, 
its methods and practice, through these cultures. 

Module code: 
ALGY210 (Group 1)

Employability skills:
Research skills; academic writing; presentation skills

 
Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
One

Balance of assessment:  
70% Essay; 30% Data Response Exercise



Module Title: 
Beyond the Wall: an introduction to 
the archaeology of Nomadism 

Module Convenor:
Dr Peter Hommel (Peter.Hommel@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module explores the emergence of nomadic societies and the place of pastoralists as 
active agents within wider historical processes. With its focus on the archaeology of the 
steppe zone, it is a rare opportunity for students to encounter the extraordinary 
archaeological record of Siberia and Central Asia and to centre the discussion around
communities who are treated as peripheral in most of Sino/Eurocentric stories of civilization.

The course itself covers the geoecology of continental Eurasia, reviews key phases of change 
in pre- and proto- history, deals critically with the changing relationships between pastoral 
societies and their settled agricultural neighbours, it discusses the rise of the first empires of 
the steppe and their relationship with the early Silk Road. It begins the first evidence of 
Transeurasian exchange and ends with the Xiongnu, the Kushans and the Huns.

The module is specifically designed as an entry point for students whose primary interests lie 
in the archaeology and ancient history of Europe, Western Asia, China or the Classical world, 
but will also provide valuable baseline for those going on to study later periods of Eurasian 
history.

Module code:
ALGY223 

Employability skills:
Time and project management; communication skills

Credit value:
15 

Semester:
One

Balance of assessment:
50% Essay; 35% Group Wiki; 15% Presentation 



Module Title: 
The Archaeology of 
Roman Britain

Module Convenor:
Dr Phil Freeman (P.W.M.Freeman@liverpool.ac.uk) 

Broad description of module content:
This module develops from ALGY131 by treating specific themes in Roman archaeology in their 
British context. The study of the monuments of Roman Britain is arguably the oldest facet of 
archaeological research in Britain. With a history than spans over 500 years, Britain as a Roman 
province possesses an unrivalled data base of archaeological research and its interpretation. In 
addition to this, recent work on the province has placed it in the vanguard of the on-going 
debate of the use of archaeological theory to practical applications.  One of the two primary 
aims of this module is to introduce and to familiarise students with the range and quality of the 
primary evidence for the study of Roman Britain, including archaeological, literary, epigraphic, 
or numismatic. A second objective is to explore some of the areas in which the 'new' Roman 
archaeology is making a distinctive contribution to our understanding of the archaeology of 
Roman north-west Europe. Towards this end, a number of themes which will be explored 
include the transition from Iron Age Britain to a Roman province, urbanisation, aspects of the 
relationship between military and civilian structures, religion (including mortuary practices and 
the rise of Christianity), and the economy as well as the implications of these themes on the 
debate concerning the degree of the 'Romanisation' of Britain.

Module code: 
ALGY234 (Group 1)

Employability skills:
Research skills; academic writing; problem solving

 
Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
Two

Balance of assessment:
70% Exam; 15% Essay; 15% Essay



Module Title: 
Sacred Landscape of Ancient Egypt

Module Convenor: 
Dr Silvia Zago (S.Zago@liverpool.ac.uk)

Module code: 
ALGY244 (Group 1)

Employability skills: 
Information skills; time and project management

Broad description of module content: 
The ancient Egyptians saw the natural world around them as being filled with divine presence, 
from the daily crossing of the sky by the sun god, to the annual rise and fall of the river Nile, to a 
local god who might live in a nearby mountain. They were also extremely skilled creators of 
buildings which had a variety of 'sacred' purposes (including tombs and temples) some of which 
were built on a spectacular scale.

In this module we will look at different types of sacred landscape in ancient Egypt, giving special 
attention to some extraordinary structures which combined the natural environment with 
monumental buildings. Students will choose individual topics which they will present in Seminar 
groups, before writing up their project as the written coursework for this module.

This module assumes students have previously studied ALGY257 (Egyptian Religion) in Semester 
1.

 
Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
Two

Balance of assessment: 
65% Exam; 35% Essay  



Module Title: 
Coptic Language and 
Texts

Module Convenor: 
Dr Glenn Godenho (ggodenho@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content: 
In this module, you’ll learn to read Coptic: the final stage of the Ancient Egyptian language. 
However, instead of being written in Hieroglyphs, it is written using the Greek script making it 
much more accessible to students without prior Egyptological training. 

Although it had its heyday in late antiquity and under Islam, Coptic remains the liturgical 
language of the Coptic Orthodox Church to this day. So, if you would like privileged access to 
this unique language and insight into the the world-shaping effects of the adoption of 
Christianity in the ancient world, our Coptic module is set up for you.

Module code: 
ALGY253 (Group 1) 

Employability skills: 
Critical thinking; problem solving; group work

 
Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
One

Balance of assessment: 
50% Exam; 50% Essay/Translation Commentary 

Student quote:
“…intellectually stimulating, and taught in a way which made engaging with the subject 
enjoyable…all in all, an excellent, stimulating and thoroughly enjoyable module”



Module Title: 
Egyptian Religion

Module Convenor:
  Dr Roland Enmarch (R.Enmarch@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
How did the world begin? Who controls our universe - one god or many? What is thepurpose 
of our being here in the world? Are the gods good? Are humans good? Why does evil exist? 
What happens after we die? 

This module explores the fundamental ideas found in Egyptian religious belief, and studies 
their impact on Egyptian social structure. With an eye to broader anthropological theory, this 
module provides an in-depth look at textual, archaeological, and artefactual evidence to 
build up a rich portrait of the Egyptian intellectual universe – and sketches out their answer 
to the questions quoted above.  We cover gods, mythology, temples, rituals and priesthood, 
private expressions religion, magic, concepts of death the soul and the afterlife, Egyptian 
religion and the influence of Greece and Rome, and the religion of the Amarna Period. 

This module assumes students have previously studied at least one Egyptology module in 
their first year.

Module code:  
ALGY257 (Group 1)

Employability skills: 
Communication skills; cultural awareness; academic writing

 
Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
One

Balance of assessment: 
70% Exam; 30% Essay  

Student quote:
“Very good lecturer. Very passionate about the content of the module. Very informative  
 lectures. Fully uses the hour to pack in as much as possible. I enjoy the small class sizes 
as  it's more friendly. Good material provided for independent study on VITAL".  



Module Title: 
Death in Ancient Egypt: image, 
text and archaeology

Module Convenor:
Dr Violaine Chauvet (V.Chauvet@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content: 
This module explores the funerary environment of private tombs in Pharaonic Egypt through 
the comparative study of the three main groups of evidence: architecture/archaeological 
material, iconography and texts. 

Module code: 
ALGY270 (Group 1)

Employability skills: 
Critical thinking; research skills; global citizenship

 
Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
Two

Balance of assessment: 
50% Exam; 50% Essay 



Module Title:
The Age of Stonehenge: 
rethinking British 
prehistory 

Module Convenor: 
Dr Rachel Pope (Rachel.Pope@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module covers critical debates in British Archaeology for the later prehistoric period 
(Neolithic and Bronze Age). Is what we think we know about the nature of British society 
before Rome correct? How can modern Archaeology challenge traditional perceptions of 
the deep past? Topics include: the Stonehenge landscape; mobility and migration; ritual 
deposition; climate change. Includes a subsidised fieldtrip to a Neolithic burial chamber on 
Anglesey, the Great Orme copper mines, and the famous Old Oswestry Hillfort.

Module code: 
ALGY283 (Group 1)

Employability skills:
Critical thinking; source critique; academic writing 

 
Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment: 
50% Exam; 50% Essay 

Student quote: 
"Weekly readings and discussions, all of which were really interesting and fun"



Module Title:
Projecting China: 
an introduction to 
Chinese cinema  

Module Convenor:
Dr Angela Becher (Angela.Becher@liverpool.ac.uk) 

Broad description of module content:
This module has two principal aims. First, it develops your knowledge and understanding of 
contemporary Chinese cinema (principally that produced in the People’s Republic of China 
in the last 25 years), both in terms of its historical development and its recent proliferation 
around the world. Second, the module introduces a number of landmarks in the history of 
twentieth-century China (Warlord era, Sino-Japanese War, Cultural Revolution, post-
Maoist reforms), through their representations in filmic texts. In tandem, the the way in 
which the Chinese (mis)remembers its past is dissected. The title of the module, 
“Projecting China”, therefore points not only to China’s cinematic production but also how 
the ideas of “China” and “Chineseness” are projected.

Module code:
CHIN277  

Employability skills:
Research skills; critical reflection; presentation skills 

 
Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
One  

Balance of assessment: 
85% Essay; 15% Presentation



Module Title:
Politics of the Past in the 
Ancient World 

Module Convenor: 
Professor Colin Adams (Colin.Adams@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module examines politics in the ancient world via narratives about the past (or 'history'), 
and at the same time evaluates the role of history in politics. Moving from the Near East to 
Greece and then Rome, students learn about key political events (for example the battle of 
Marathon and the Jewish revolt), political phenomena (for example Persian kingship, Athenian 
imperialism, and Roman expansion), and influential persons (for example Pericles, Augustus and 
Boudica). In the process they become familiar with the different ways of telling history in 
antiquity: not only through written history ('historiography') but also poetic and theatrical 
performances, philosophical writings, biographical studies, public buildings and monuments and 
public ceremonies, such as the Roman funeral. While grappling with these different types of 
history, students develop understanding of the structures, strategies, debates and anxieties 
that characterized politics in the ancient world. And they recognize that in the ancient world, as 
today, to represent the past was to participate in politics. 

Module code: 
CLAH200 (Group 1)

Employability skills:
Critical thinking: research skills;  group work 

 
Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment:
60% Exam; 40% Group Work Portfolio 



Module Title: 
Herodotus, Persia 
and the Greeks

Module Convenor: 
Dr Georgia Petridou (Georgia.Petridou@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content: 
This module introduces students to Herodotus' Histories, the first piece of historiographical 
prose to survive from antiquity, and to some of the other evidence (especially Egyptian and 
Persian) that is needed for a proper contextualisation of Herodotus' historical and literary 
enterprise. It examines a series of key themes in the study of Herodotus: for example, his 
representation of foreign peoples, or of Athenian or Persian imperialism, the role of religion 
in the Histories, and the causes of the Persian wars.

Module code: 
CLAH207 (Group 1) 

Employability skills: 
Research skills; time and project management

Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
Two

Balance of assessment:  
50% Essay; 50% Seminar Report



Module Title: 
Rebuilding Troy 

Module Convenor: 
Dr Fiona Hobden (F.Hobden@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content: 
This module follows the story of the Trojan War from Archaic Greece down to modern times. 
Starting with an extended study of the Iliad focusing on the poem's literary features and 
themes, students then progress to examining depictions of the Trojan War across a range of 
written and visual material including Greek sculpture and painted pottery, Athenian tragedy, 
Hellenistic inscriptions, Roman poetry, nineteenth-century art and Hollywood film.

By following the twists and turns of the Trojan War tale as it moves into new social, political 
and cultural contexts, students develop understanding of the fluidity and malleability of the 
myth and its significance across time and place. In the process students learn to adopt 
appropriate methods and approaches for studying Classical Receptions (engagements with 
ancient Greece and Rome in post-antique contexts). 

Through completing the poster assessment, students learn to communicate the results of their 
research in a visual format.

Module code: 
CLAH211 (Group 1)

Employability skills: 
Research skills; critical thinking; problem solving

 
Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
One

Balance of assessment:  
60% Essay; 40% Poster

Student quote:
"All teaching staff have made the module incredibly interesting. The topics and seminars 
have been engaging."



Module Title: 
Politics & the 
Architecture of 
Power in 5th Century 
BC Athens 

Module Convenor:
Dr Zosia Archibald (Z.Archibald@liverpool.ac.uk) 

Broad description of module content:
Athens was the city where self-conscious democratic principles and political institutions 
emerged. However, democracy came at a price. Women and non-citizen male inhabitants of 
the city (including slaves) were automatically excluded from any decision-making processes. 
More importantly, the mature phase of democracy seems to have relied on a territorial empire 
outside Attica. This module explores the relationship between democratic institutions, the 
resources needed to maintain them, with the built environment, and associated artistic 
embellishments, created to reinforce democratic ideas and democratic power. Students are 
introduced in lectures to the physical manifestations of power, which reflect the operations of 
political institutions, and to the documents that chart the expansion of political power. 
Students choose topics to present in class, which form a basis for group discussion of specific 
problems and controversies. In the later part of the module, discussion turns to the use of 
architectural symbols during the ‘Greek Revival’ of the 18th and early 19th century, to reinforce 
modern democratic institutions. A range of assessment methods makes this module accessible 
to a wide range of students.

Module code: 
CLAH220 (Group 1)

Employability skills:
Critical analysis; academic writing; presentation skills 

 
Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment:
45% Online Test; 40% Essay; 15% Presentation



Module Title:
Ruling the Roman 
Empire 

Module Convenor:
Professor Colin Adams (Colin.Adams@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module considers the institutions of government in the Roman Empire, its differing 
social groups , and  the financial, agricultural and economic life of the Roman world. 
Students will develop a wide-ranging understanding of Roman administration, bureaucracy 
and economies in the Imperial period based on a wide range of evidence.  

Module code: 
CLAH261 (Group 1)

Employability skills:
Research skills; time and project management 

 
Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment: 
50% Essay; 50% Source Criticism



Module Title: 
Rome in the Late 
Republic 

Module Convenor:
Dr Alfred Hirt (A.M.Hirt@liverpool.ac.uk) 

Broad description of module content:
“The nobles began to abuse their standing and the people their liberty, and every man took, 
pillaged, and plundered for himself. Thus the community was split into two rival groups, and 
the state, which had formerly been shared, was torn to pieces”. Sallust (Jug. 42) paints a grim 
picture of political and moral decline of Rome during the Late Republic. But can the fall of the 
Republic be blamed on moral and religious degeneration or did society in Rome have an 
alternative to the civil wars which were to mar much of the last century BC?

This module aims to provide answers to these questions not only by looking at the key 
political events and actors like Julius Caesar, Pompeius, Crassus, Cicero, or Cato the Younger, 
but expanding the gaze beyond the debates in the senate and the turmoil in the streets to 
Rome, in order to include Roman and Italian society, its economy, religion, and cultural 
practices.

Module code: 
CLAH268 (Group 1)

Employability skills:
Research skills; critical thinking; problem solving

 
Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment: 
50% Essay; 50% Essay 

Student quote: 
“Alfred always makes his modules enjoyable”



Module Title:
Art and Violence: visual cultures 
and the media in modern France 

Module Convenor:
Dr Ian Magedera (I.H.Magedera@liverpool.ac.uk) 

Broad description of module content: 
The world in which we live and work is saturated with visual images and students who do 
this module say that it changes the way that they perceive the world because it teaches 
them how to read still images with the same sophistication as they read texts. The images 
are drawn from the domains of both commercial and public service advertising, company 
logotypes, the French bande dessinée (graphic novel) and satirical political cartoons such as 
those from Charlie Hebdo.

Students learn the specialist vocabulary of image analysis and apply it to images analyzing 
them critically as pieces of communication in a French cultural and socio-historical context. 
The principle of students having free choice of images within the given genres applies 
throughout the assessment and the teaching makes use of WIKIs (collaborative webpages). 
Therefore, students on the module share their interests and gain confidence in discussing 
challenge images which can depict or exploit violence.

Module code: 
FREN220 (Group 2)

Employability skills:
Communication skills; commercial awareness 

 
Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment:
40% Exam; 40% Essay; 10% Seminar Contribution; 5% Image Analysis; 5% Image 
Analysis 

Student quote:
“My favourite module of my degree!”



Module Title: 
Weimar Film and 
Literature: the city 
and modernity

Module Convenor:
Dr Lyn Marven (L.Marven@liverpool.ac.uk) 

Broad description of module content:
Situated between the end of World War One and the Nazi takeover of power, the Weimar 
Republic witnessed a ‘crisis of classical modernity’; the period retains a reputation for modernity 
and decadence. Against a background of political and economic experimentation and uncertainty, 
it saw a growth in advertising, shopping, urban life and transport, fashion and film. 

Taught in a mixture of lectures and seminars, this module focuses on cultural representations of 
the period, through the study of two films: Berlin: Sinfonie der Großstadt (Berlin: Symphony of 
the Metropolis, 1927) and Marlene Dietrich’s first major feature, Der Blaue Engel (The Blue Angel, 
1931); and two literary texts: Erich Kästner, Emil und die Detektive (Emil and the Detectives, 
1928), and Irmgard Keun, Das kunstseidene Mädchen (The Artificial Silk Girl, 1932). 

Through close reading and thematic analysis, we will consider how they depict and define the 
modern metropolis; changing ideas about class and gender; and new forms of working life, 
entertainment and leisure.

Module code: 
GRMN218 (Group 2)

Employability skills: 
Research skills; academic writing; presentation skills

 
Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
One

Balance of assessment:  
60% Essay; 20% Literary Commentary; 20% Film Commentary



Module Title: 
The German 
Democratic Republic: 
politics, culture, 
memory

Module Convenor:
Professor Anna Saunders (Anna.Saunders@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module offers students an examination of key themes in the political and cultural 
history of the German Democratic Republic (the GDR, 1949-1990). The module uses 
historical, literary and cinematic texts to explore key categories under which the GDR  
may be understood. Themes may include the structure and dynamics of the GDR  as a 
dictatorship, its official ideology of ‘Antifascism’ and its social, cultural and aesthetic 
policies. The module also explores how the GDR has been remembered since its 
demise and how GDR memories have help to shape culture and memory in a united 
Germany (the Federal Republic of Germany, FRG) since the 1990s. 

Module code: 
GRMN220 (Group 2)

Employability skills: 
Group work; analytical skills; reflective skills

 
Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
One

Balance of assessment:
50% Essay; 30% Group Exhibition; 20% Podcast



Module Title: 
German Cinema 
from the 
Expressionism to 
the Present

Module Convenor:
Dr Andrew Plowman (Afp0001@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
The establishment of the UfA studios near Berlin in 1917 turned the German film industry, for 
over a decade, into the major European film industry and into Hollywood’s main competitor. 
Against the background of Germany’s traumatic history in the twentieth century, this module 
provides an introduction to key movements in German national cinema, from Expressionist 
film, with its characteristic ghosts and shadows, through the ‘new wave’ of the New German 
Cinema to the present. From F. W. Murnau’s Nosferatu (1922), the first film adaptation of 
Bram Stoker’s Dracula (1897) to works by Rainer Werner Fassbinder, Werner Herzog and 
Wim Wenders, the module offers an opportunity to study key films by some of the most 
influential directors from the German-speaking world. The rivalry and dialogue between 
German film and Hollywood also provides a theme running through the module. All films are 
subtitled and the module is suited to students who are interested in film and/or German 
culture, history and society in the twentieth century. 

Module code: 
GRMN225 (Group 2)

Employability skills:
Presentation skills; intercultural skills; reflective skills

Credit value:
15 

Semester:
Two

Balance of assessment:   
50% Essay; 50% Essay 

Video clip: 
The Cabinet of Dr Caligari (Robert Wiene, 1919): https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=BuocVLKdSqQ  



Module Title:
"Does the Nation 
Matter"? The Basques' 
Will to Persist in the 
Global Culture 

Module Convenor:
Dr Gorka Mercero Altzugarai (G.Mercero-Altzugarai@liverpool.ac.uk) 

Broad description of module content:
The Basque language is the axis of a long-standing culture that came to feel at risk around 
the late 19th century. The Basque nation has since embarked on a fight for hegemony that 
has largely contributed to transform the Basque Country into an open, modern, and 
dynamic society. But contemporary Basque society is characterised by its conflicting 
identities, Basque and Spanish being the most noted of them. This module will analyse the 
most relevant areas of that conflict from a cultural, historical, and political perspective. It 
will also offer a taste of contemporary Basque arts and the identity play between the local 
and the global in which they are inscribed. By means of studying contemporary Basque 
politics and culture students are invited to reflect about the concept of identity, both its 
importance to all of us and its striking fragility, and the way all of that is linked to their own 
experience of nationality. 

Module code: 
HISP218 (Group 2)

Employability skills:
Cultural awareness; critical thinking ; presentation skills

 
Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment: 
60% Essay; 40% Exam 

Student quote:
"I strongly believe I have learned so much about the Basque Country and it will continue to 
fascinate me throughout my life."



Module Title:
History in Practice 

Module Convenor:
TBC 

Broad description of module content:
This module provides students with a work-based placement, to take place in a relevant 
public history institution, such as a museum, archive or library (other institutions may also be 
relevant). The students will normally spend one day per week during one semester working 
with the chosen institution, which might involve archiving, conservation, building an 
exhibition, developing a public engagement project, etc. In addition, they will attend 
fortnightly seminars on career development and academic approaches to public history. 

Students cannot register directly onto this module. 

Module code: 
HIST200  (Group 1 or 2)

Employability skills:
Time and project management; presentation skills 

Credit value: 
15

Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment:
70% Essay; 30% Presentation



Module Title:
"Indiana Jones"? The 
Legacy of Imperial and 
Colonial Archaeology 
and Museums

Module Convenor:
Professor Bonnie Effros (Bonnie.Effros@liverpool.ac.uk ) 

Broad description of module content:
Myths of the “Indiana Jones” type portray archaeologists conquering and exploring exotic 
landscapes in search of hidden treasures and punching Nazis. They have encouraged the public 
to dream romantically of archaeological adventures abroad. But it is clear that the models for 
Steven Spielberg’s “hero”, were idealised images. Fictional films such as this hide the ugly 
realities of the close connection between archaeology, imperialism, and war. Although popular 
sentiment in the West has tended to embrace the adventure rather than ponder the legacy of 
nineteenth-century archaeological explorers, imperial powers’ allegations of having “saved” 
world heritage from neglect or destruction was often a pretext to expand political influence and 
disrupt the legal jurisdiction of target nations and coveted territories. Those whose lives were 
entangled in some way with ancient monuments or artefacts often fell victim to the imperial war 
machine, saw their lands confiscated, and saw monuments and remains of ancestors looted or 
sold off. This module is thus suitable to anyone interested in modern imperialism and 
colonialism, the history of archaeology, and museums studies. 

Module code: 
HIST207 (Group 1)

Employability skills:
Curatorial skills; communication skills; digital fluency

Credit value: 
30

Semester:
Two

Balance of assessment:
50% Digital Exhibition; 20% Artefact Label Critique; 15% Exhibition Review; 15% 
Presentation



Module Title: 
Colonial Cosmovisions: 
indigenous and 
Christian worldviews in 
America

Module Convenor: 
Dr Andrew Redden (A.Redden@liverpool.ac.uk) 

Broad description of module content:
What do we mean by the term ‘religion’? What is meant by the term ‘cosmovision’? When 
we say that a group of people are ‘religious’ what does this imply? In modern, secular 
Europe there exists a tendency to compartmentalise ‘religion’ as ‘something that can be 
done’ during a certain time of the week and then forgotten about. There is a similar 
tendency to assume that ‘religion’ is irrational and irrelevant, superseded by scientific 
progress and material concerns. Yet, this is a very recent mindset and one not shared by 
the vast majority of the world’s populations over the duration of human history. The 
civilizations of the Americas were no exception, and the Aztecs (c.1200-1750), the Incas 
(c.1200-1750), the Huarochirí (c.1000-1750), and the Early Modern Spanish (c.1500-1750) 
all inhabited worlds created and sustained by one or more gods, and in which they 
interacted with these creator beings, and other spirit entities and saints. These interactions 
were intrinsic to the shaping of their civilisations and were fundamental to the everyday 
decisions made by these populations. The relationship between people and their gods was 
all-encompassing and absolute. This module aims to understand in greater detail the 
nature of such relationships and the effects these have had on the historical development 
of human societies in the Americas.  

Module code:  
HIST208 (Group 1)

Employability skills:
Reasoned empathy; research skills; teamwork 

Credit value: 
30 

Semester:
One

Balance of assessment:
40% Counterfactual Exercise; 25% Primary Source Analysis; 25% Essay; 10% Oral Role-
Play



Module Title: 
War, Famine, Pestilence and 
Death: from the Gothic War 
to the rise of Islam

Module Convenor:  
Dr Marios Costambeys (Costa@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
The centuries following the fall of the Roman Empire saw some of the most momentous 
developments of the last two millennia in western Eurasia.  These were not just human-
made challenges such as war and the rise of new religions (though the period saw dramatic 
changes in belief that are still with us); they were also environmental challenges: climate 
change and, above all, a global pandemic that in the west is usually called the 'Plague of 
Justinian’.  This module tackles big questions that remain relevant to our own world, all 
these centuries later.

Module code:  
HIST212 (Group 1)

Employability skills:
Research skills; digital fluency; communication skills 

Credit value: 
30 

Semester:
Two

Balance of assessment:
40% Essay; 30% Essay (x5); 15% Presentation; 15% Active Participation 



Module Title:
Life After Empire: 
decolonisation and the 
British public, 1945-
present 

Module Convenor:
Dr Anna Bocking-Welch (Anna.Bocking-Welch@liverpool.ac.uk) 

Broad description of module content:
In the decades following the Second World War the British Empire was dismantled and new 
Commonwealth migrants arrived in Britain to live and work.  While much as been written 
about the political history of the British decolonisation, the cultural and social dimensions 
of the end of the empire have only recently attracted academic attention.

This module looks at the immediate impact of decolonisation on domestic Britain and 
assesses the lingering effects of imperialism on British society.  How did Britain come to 
terms with decolonisation? Did the British public care about the end of the empire?  Has 
empire continued to shape British identity after its collapse? 

Module code: 
HIST213 (Group 2)

Employability skills:
Communication skills; digital fluency; global citizenship 

Credit value: 
30 

Semester:
One

Balance of assessment:
40% Essay; 30% Primary Source Guide; 15% Presentation; 15% Active Participation



Module Title: 
Beyond Binaries: a modern 
(British) history of gender 
and sexuality

Module Convenor:  
Dr Sam Caslin (Samantha.Caslin@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module is about the cultural and social history of genders and sexualities in a largely 
modern British context. Focusing on the later-nineteenth and twentieth centuries, the 
module introduces students to a wide range of historiographical and theoretical 
approaches to gender and sexuality, taking account of trajectories in feminist thought, 
postcolonial work and queer theory. The module uses a variety of modern British case 
studies to unpack and challenge the dominance of heteronormative discourses. It also 
seeks to situate trends in ideas and practices within broader international contexts. 
Themes covered by the module include constructions of masculinity, intersections of race 
and gender, feminist activism and transgender experiences.

Module code:  
HIST214 (Group 2)

Employability skills:
Adaptability; digital fluency; organisation

Credit value: 
30

Semester:
Two

Balance of assessment:
50% Essay; 30% Presentation; 20% Essay



Module Title:
Culture and Belief in 
Late Medieval England 

Module Convenor:
Dr Martin Heale (mrvheale@liverpool.ac.uk) 

Broad description of module content:
This module examines patterns of popular belief in late medieval England (c.1300 - c.1520). 
This era was marked by frequent warfare, high mortality, rising literacy, the spread of heresy, 
and new opportunities for the lower orders and women.  We will explore how popular ideas 
about life and death, the everyday and the supernatural, gender and sex, wealth and poverty, 
and the authority of the social elites and the church, were acquired, debated and evolved 
during the late medieval period.

Module code: 
HIST217 (Group 1)

Employability skills:
Confidence; time management; group work 

Credit value:
30 

Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment:
40% Exam; 35% Essay; 15% Primary Source Commentaries; 10% Seminar Performance



Module Title: 
The Indian 
Freedom Struggles

Module Convenor:
Dr Deana Heath (D.Heath@liverpool.ac.uk) 

Broad description of module content:
While the coming into being of dozens of new nation-states in the former colonial world has 
been rightfully regarded as one of the most remarkable transformations in modern world 
history, what, exactly, came into being?  Were the post-colonial states that were created 
replicas of the Western nation-state or did the merging of colonial and indigenous cultures 
instead produce something different? Why, in fact, did so many anti-colonial freedom 
movements seek to produce variants of the very same state form that had colonised them in 
the first place, and what other ideas of freedom may have emerged alongside such desires?

This module will explore such questions through focusing on the concept of freedom in 
colonial India between the 1880s and the partition of the country into two independent 
nation-states in 1947.  India is an interesting case study to explore both because it was one of 
the few colonies that managed to successfully transform itself (at least part of itself) into a 
democratic nation-state, and because the struggle for freedom witnessed the emergence of so 
many competing conceptions of the meaning and nature of freedom, some of which were 
accommodated within the Indian nation-state, and some of which - as witnessed in the 
creation of Pakistan - were not.

Module code: 
HIST221 (Group 2) 

Employability skills:
Independence; group work; digital fluency 

Credit value:
30 

Semester:
Two

Balance of assessment:
40% Newpaper Articles; 25% Exam; 20% Group Work; 15% Press Conference



Module Title:
Racism and 
Resistance: African 
Americans since 
slavery 

Module Convenor: 
Dr Stephen Kenny (S.C.Kenny@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module focuses on issues relating to White racism and African-American resistance to 
White racism in the United States from 1865 through to the present day. The starting point for 
the module is a sustained critical evaluation of the concept of 'race' - examining the process of 
racialization, the barriers it forges and the violence it enacts, including: the manufacture of 
toxic White stereotypes of blackness (including their human impact and cultural legacy), the 
intersections of 'race', disability, gender, class and sexuality, and more recent dynamic and 
holistic conceptual models of systemic racism and the white racial frame. 

The persistence of various forms of prejudice and inequality endured by people of colour in the 
United States (even in the midst of a pandemic) is a key theme explored in the module, and the 
final units examine different forms of this racism - focusing on the environment, health and the 
criminal justice system – including exciting new research highlighting African-American anti- 
racist thought and activism. These topics return us to the central theme of the module and the 
question of how far America has been, and remains, a deeply racist, unequal and segregated 
society? 

Module code: 
HIST222 (Group 2) 

Employability skills:
Critical thinking; oral and written communication skills  

Credit value: 
30 

Semester:
One

Balance of assessment:
50% Essay; 25% Commentary; 25% Commentary

Student quote:
"One of the most inspiring and intellectually stimulating modules I’ve taken. The module 
tutor is clearly very knowledgeable and enthusiastic about what he is teaching and this has 
inspired me to continue work on this subject in my third year and possibly on to 
postgraduate study."



Module Title: 
Fascist Movements

Module Convenor:
Dr Roland Clark  (Roland.Clark@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module examines how fascists challenged governments and regimes across Europe 
during the interwar period. Focusing on movements rather than regimes allows us to 
approach fascism from the perspective of people who dedicated themselves to it, often with 
little hope of success. We will ask why it was precisely in interwar Europe that fascism was 
most popular, and examine the lives and beliefs of fascist activists within their historical 
contexts.

Module code: 
HIST224 (Group 2)

Employability skills: 
Critical reflection; presentation skills; independence

 
Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment:
65% Essay; 20% Source Narrative; 15% Presentation

Student quote:
"I really liked the lectures being organised into themes. Each one was fascinating and 
encouraged me for my essay. The seminars were also really useful. I liked the discussion of 
the influence of culture on fascism and vice versa because usually we are just taught that it 
was due to Hitler and the Great Depression."



Module Title: 
Liverpool: history and 
heritage 

Module Convenor: 
Dr Graeme Milne (G.J.Milne@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module explores the history of Liverpool, placing it in the context of international 
urban history. As a leading world city of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, Liverpool 
is a case study of global importance, and a place where we can explore a wide variety of 
historical sources, methods and theories. In particular, we will use Liverpool’s rich 
experience to explore the far-reaching connections between heritage and history, as the 
city comes to terms with its past in the present.

Module code: 
HIST227 (Group 2)  

Employability skills:
Oral and written communication skills; research skills

Credit value:
30 

Semester:
One

Balance of assessment:
50% Essay; 35% Sources Exercise; 15% Presentation



Module Title: 
The Heirs of 
Chingghis Khan: 
Eurasian empires 
in world history

Module Convenor: 
Dr Beatrice Penati (Beatrice.Penati@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module introduces the students to the history of the “Mongol explosion” and its long-
term consequences in Eurasia, assuming the reign of Chingghis Khan as a major turning point 
in world history. The lectures will proceed broadly in chronological order from the formation 
of Chingghis Khan’s empire and conquests to the Chingghisid succession and the formation of 
separate uluses. A lecture will be reserved to the specificities of Tamerlane’s empire. We will 
then pay attention in particular to the Golden Horde and its successors (including the ascent 
of Muscovy), the Jochids of Central Asia, Moghulistan, and the western Mongols. Finally, we 
will introduce the three major early modern Islamic empires as well as the Qing empire, and 
discuss to what extent they retained Mongol elements in their political culture and 
organisation.

Seminars will cover specific questions, for instance the problem of the origins of the Mongol 
expansion, the impact of the pax mongolica on trade, patterns of Islamisation and religious 
pluralism, the yasa, ‘Steppe diplomacy’, the impact of gunpowder technology on nomadic 
warfare, and the question of locating crisis and decline. 

Module code: 
HIST228 

Employability skills:
Inter-cultural literacy; presentation skills; teamwork

 
Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
Two

Balance of assessment:
75% Essay; 15% Presentation; 10% Micro-writing Tasks 



Module Title: 
The Politics of Gender: 
male and female rule 
in early modern 
Europe

Module Convenor:  
Dr Anna French (Anna.French@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content: 
This module explores the relationship between gender, monarchy and political power; looking 
at biography alongside cultural, religious and political themes.  

Students will consider how perceptions of gender, both male and female, were related to ideas 
about government and statecraft, and will make use of recent historiographies on subjects of 
femininity, masculinity and the source of political authority. 

Module code:  
HIST229 (Group 1)

Employability skills:
Research skills; critical reflection; presentation skills 

 
Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment:   
85% Exam; 15% Presentation



Module Title:
Politics, Finance and 
Culture in England, 
1660-1815 

Module Convenor: 
Dr Will Ashworth (W.J.Ashworth@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module charts the impact warfare had in shaping England over the course of the long 
eighteenth century. It introduces students to the inter-relationship between politics, finance, 
culture and the forging of the English identity during this period. The seemingly endless stream 
of military conflict, especially with France, cost a great deal of money to finance. To generate 
the necessary revenue required the people to be taxed like they had never been before, 
fuelling an ideological and political backlash centring upon notions of natural rights, public 
credit and liberty.  

Module code: 
HIST233 (Group 1)

Employability skills:
Independence; time-management; digital fluency

Credit value:
15 

Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment: 
85% Essay; 15% Presentation 



Module Title: 
Saints, Scholars and 
Saxons: Ireland and the 
North Atlantic, 
c400-800

Module Convenor:
Dr Eoghan Ahern (Eoghan.Ahern@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module will explore the history and culture of the Gaelic-speaking world and 
neighbouring territories from the end of Roman Britain to the beginning of the Viking Age - 
a period of immense social, political and religious change in these islands. Students will be 
introduced to the most important themes of early medieval Irish history, from religious 
conversion to warfare, from the development of art and culture to the spread of beliefs 
about sin and the afterlife. A special comparative lecture will draw out common threads in 
the history of Ireland and Aksum (modern-day Ethiopia), two non-Roman territories that 
became Christian at roughly the same time. Students will also explore the connections 
between Irish territories and the neighbouring Pictish, British and English kingdoms. This will 
provide an opportunity to explore how the peoples of this era defined themselves - as 
Christians, as members of a barbarian people, as heirs of the Romans, or as something else - 
and to reflect on the later regional and religious identities of Ireland and Britain.

Module code: 
HIST234 (Group 1)

Employability skills:
Research skills; academic writing; presentation skills

 
Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
Two

Balance of assessment:
85% Essay; 15% Presentation  



Module Title:
Global Nuclear 
Cultures 

Module Convenor:
Dr Jon Hogg (J.G.Hogg@liverpool.ac.uk) 

Broad description of module content:
This module surveys global nuclear cultures since 1945, focusing particularly on Britain and 
the United States, the Soviet Union, France and Japan. Whilst the military, strategic, 
political, scientific and diplomatic history surrounding the attacks on Japan has been 
thoroughly explored, the more complex study of the global nuclear cultures that 
developed in the years following 1945 has been marginalised until recent years. This 
module explores the themes of nuclear anxiety (including fears over contamination, 
mutation, nuclear war, fallout from nuclear tests, the future, and parenthood), nuclear 
heritage, popular culture, and individual experience.

Module code: 
HIST238 (Group 2)

Employability skills:
Oral and written communication skills; group work

Credit value:
15  

Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment:
85% Essay; 15% Presentation 



Module Title: 
From Cradle to Grave: 
British health and 
medicine since 1750

Module Convenor: 
Dr Michael Robinson (Michael.Robinson@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content: 
This module is focused on how the health of people in Britain has changed since the middle of 
the eighteenth century.  

Life expectancies have increased, from around 40 years to over 80 years; the pattern of diseases 
has changed, from infectious disease epidemics in the nineteenth century, to the emergence of 
cancers, heart disease, diabetes and other chronic conditions in the twentieth century.  

This module acknowledges that health is shaped by social, economic and political issues as well 
as by the effectiveness of medicine. It draws extensively on Liverpool’s health history, and 
incorporates a public health trail and a visit to the iconic Nightingale-designed Liverpool Royal 
Infirmary. 

 Module code: 

HIST239 (Group 2)
Employability skills:
Research skills; presentation skills; teamwork

 
Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
One

Balance of assessment:   
85% Essay; 15% Presentation 



Module Title: 
The Historian's Toolkit for 
Life

Module Convenor:
Dr Diana Jeater (Diana.Jeater@liverpool.ac.uk) 

Broad description of module content:
What is the use of studying History? This module prepares you to write a dissertation, but 
more importantly equips you with a toolkit of skills for use in the wider world. It’s practice-
based group work, initially exploring different ways of doing research, by applying research 
skills to topics you’re studying in other modules. This reinforces and deepens your learning 
on those other modules, too. Then you have a chance to use these tools in real-life contexts 
such as statistical analysis, funding bids, digital work such as posters and infographics, and 
job applications. 

The module bridges progression from Year 1 towards Year 3, prepares you for Year 3 Special 
Subject and research dissertation, exposes you to workplace-based applications of critical 
thinking skills, and builds up your portfolio to showcase what you can do.

Module code: 
HIST246 (Group 2)

Employability skills:
Critical analysis; digital fluency; group work

Credit value: 
30   

Semester:
Two

Balance of assessment:
40% Essay; 40% Written Tasks; 20% Portfolio 



Module Convenor: 
Dr Ulriika Vihervalli (U.Vihervalli@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module is about the history of public entertainment in the Roman Empire c. 300-600 CE. 
There will not be much space for Maximus Decimus Meridius: gladiatorial combat was 
phased out after its prohibition by the Emperor Constantine in 325 CE. But we will explore 
the fascinating evidence for arena games, charioteer racing, the theatre, and urban festivals 
in late antiquity. We will study the use of games and festivals to support, subvert, and even 
overthrow the imperial authorities, and investigate the experiences of the spectators and 
professional performers, ranging from charioteers and the leaders of (political, violent!) 
supporters groups to actors and sex workers. Finally, we will consider how Christian 
churchmen sought to discourage attendance at such sinful spectacles—and whether they 
were successful in stopping all this fun. 

Module code:  
HIST260 (Group 1)

Employability skills:
Written and oral expression; collaborative working 

Credit value: 
30

Semester:
One

Module Title: 
"Are You Not 
Entertained?" 
Games and Festivals 
in the Christian 
Roman Empire

Balance of assessment:
50% Essay; 25% Source Commentaries; 15% Creative Exercise/Presentation; 10% Active 
Participation



Module Title: 
Testing Times: French 
history from the 
commune to Charlie 
Hebdo (1871-2015)

Module Convenor:
Dr Chris Pearson (Chris.Pearson@liverpool.ac.uk) 

Broad description of module content:
This module introduces you to the turbulent history of France from the Paris Commune of 
1871 to the Paris terrorist attacks of 2015. During this time, the French experienced two world 
wars unfold on their soil, as well as political extremism, imperial expansion, military 
occupation, rapid economic modernization, diminishing global influence, and the difficult 
process of decolonization and its legacies. Despite moments of national triumph, such as the 
1998 World Cup victory, wars, political upheaval, social conflicts, modernization, 
decolonization, and globalization severely tested what it meant to be ‘French.’ As well as being 
interesting in its own right, the global importance of French Republican ideas and culture and 
the international significance of dramatic events, such as the May 1968 protests and the 2015 
attacks, make France an important country to study if we wish to understand developments in 
contemporary history. It also offers an excellent opportunity to explore histories of gender, 
race, and other identities. 

Note this module will be taught fully online.

Module code: 
HIST264 (Group 2)

Employability skills:
Critical reflection; presentation skills; group work

 
Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment: 
85% Essay; 15% Presentation 



Module Title: 
The American Age: the United States in 
international affairs from McKinley to 
Eisenhower

Module Convenor: 
Dr Michael Hopkins (Michael.Hopkins@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module offers an analytical survey of key aspects of American foreign policy from the 
1890s to the administration of Dwight D. Eisenhower (1953-1961), paying particular attention 
to the roles of presidents, secretaries of state and other senior advisors.  Lectures will address 
American attitudes and policies from the New Manifest Destiny in the 1890s through 
Woodrow Wilson and the First World War, interwar isolationism and Franklin Roosevelt and 
the Second World War to Harry Truman and Dwight Eisenhower and the Cold War.  Seminars 
will explore these issues in greater detail.

Module code:  
HIST270 (Group 2) 

Employability skills:
Oral and written communication skills; group work

Credit value: 
30

Semester:
Two

Balance of assessment:
50% Exam; 35% Sources Exercise; 15% Presentation 



Module Title: 
The Pursuit of 
Happiness: American 
revolutions, 1720-1812

Module Convenor:  
Dr Cheryl Hudson (C.Hudson@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content: 
This module explores the political, imperial and cultural contexts of the American Revolution. 
It traces the expansion of the British American colonies during the eighteenth century and 
considers the changing nature of imperial-colonial relations. Deep cultural shocks at home 
and revolutionary reverberations abroad, especially in Haiti, accompanied the American war 
for independence.  

The module will consider these wider effects alongside the significant ideological legacy left 
by the founding generations; a legacy that continues to be fought over.  It will explore the 
Enlightenment ideas that animated them and the political institutions they built, as well as 
what these meant for the lives of ordinary Americans.

Module code:  
HIST271 (Group 1)

Employability skills:
Research skills; critical reflection; presentation skills

 
Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment:  
 85% Exam; 15% Presentation



Module Title: 
The Industrial 
Revolution in Britain

Module Convenor:  
Dr Will Ashworth (W.J.Ashworth@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content: 
This module introduces you to a period of history, typically taken between 1760 and 1850, 
which has traditionally been interpreted as a decisive moment in the transformation of Britain 
into the first modern industrial economy. However, the foundations underpinning this claim 
have in recent years been substantially questioned and revised by a number of historians: Low 
levels of national economic growth, regional diversity, the limited impact of new technology, 
fewer changes in the organisation of labour, and sustained critiques of the term class, have all 
shaken the once solid view that a revolution took place.  

This module sets out to show why the term is still relevant, and how changes in manufacturing 
and the economy ripped through large sections of British society, irremediably altering the social 
and geographical landscape in its wake. 

Module code:  
HIST272 (Group 1)

Employability skills:
Research skills; critical reflection; presentation skills

 
Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment:   
85% Exam; 15% Presentation



Module Title: 
Themes in Chinese History 

Module Convenor: 
Dr Junqing Wu (Junqing.Wu@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module will offer a close study of Chinese history covering religious and ritual life 
in pre-modern China.  

Module code: 
HIST275 (Group 2)

Employability skills:
Critical reflection; group work; presentation skills 

 
Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment:
85% Essay; 15% Presentation 



Module Title: 
Europe since 1945: an 
emotional history

Module Convenor:  
Dr Myriam Wilks-Heeg (M.Wilks-Heeg@liverpool.ac.uk) 

Broad description of module content:  
This module explores the remarkable transformation of Europe since the Second World War, 
from destruction and mass violence to peace and prosperity, with a focus on the role of 
emotions in this turbulent history.  

The story of European integration after 1945 has been explored by political scientists as a 
rational process of market reform, but the controversies sparked by contemporary debates 
about European identity demonstrate the crucial role of emotion in this history.

In this module, we will draw on an important body of recent scholarship on emotions in history, 
as well as more familiar approaches to the social and cultural history of postwar Europe. 

Module code:  
HIST285 (Group 2)

Employability skills:
Research skills; teamwork; presentation skills

 
Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment:   
80% Essay; 15% Presentation; 5% Commentary



Module Title: 
History in Practice 
Plus

Module Convenor:
Dr Diana Jeater (Diana.Jeater@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
The module provides students with a work-based placement, to take place in a relevant 
public history institution, such as a museum, archive or library (other institutions may also be 
relevant). You will normally spend one day per week during one semester working with the 
chosen institution, which might involve archiving, conservation, building an exhibition, 
developing a public engagement project, etc. In addition, you will attend fortnightly seminars 
on career development and academic approaches to public history.

Students cannot register directly onto this module.

Module code:
HIST286  

Employability skills:
Confidence; organisational skills; reflective practice

Credit value:
30 

Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment:
50% Written Assignment; 30% Reflective Journal; 20% Presentation 



Module Title:
Animals and Beasts 
in the Middle Ages 

Module Convenor:
Dr Damien Kempf (Damien.Kempf@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module will be looking at the significance and place of animals in the medieval period, as 
part of people’s daily lives and their philosophical and religious world. A particular emphasis 
will be put on understanding the role of animals in medieval belief systems. The aim of this 
module, by looking at different types of primary sources, texts and images alike, is to assess 
how animals, both real and imaginary, helped define the nature of human society and 
rationality.

Module code: 
HIST297 (Group 1)

Employability skills:
Critical reflection; information skills; group work 

 
Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment:
85% Essay; 15% Presentation 



Module Title:
Central Asia from 
Khans to Stans 

Module Convenor:
Dr Beatrice Penati (Beatrice.Penati@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
Contrary to popular images of the “Great Game”, Central Asia in the last four centuries was not 
just a backwater or a passive periphery of empires. If studied it its own terms, the space 
between Siberia and Iran, the Caspian Sea and the Gansu Corridor opens up new perspectives 
on themes in global history, such as the military revolution, empire, capitalism, colonisation and 
post-colonial development. 

By looking at the period that ranges from the establishment of the Uzbek khanates in the early 
16th c. to the fall of the USSR, we will explore changes in political organisation and 
legitimisation strategies, reflecting in particular on the difference between steppe-based 
nomadic polities vis à vis the southern oases. Relations with powerful neighbours –especially 
imperial Russia and Qing China- will be studied to understand their impact on the formation of 
élites, the inclusion in wider global economic and cultural networks, and the consequent 
transformation of collective ethnic and religious identities. Last but not least, we will examine 
patterns in resource extraction, reflecting in particular on the relation between agriculturalists 
and nomads, settler colonialism, and the environmental impact of Soviet technocracy.

Module code: 
HIST298 (Group 2) 

Employability skills:
Intercultural literacy; information skills; teamwork

Credit value:
15  

Semester:
One

Balance of assessment:
65% Essay; 35% Commentary 



Module Title: 
Eyes on the Prize: 
the long struggle 
for civil rights 

Module Convenor: 
 Dr Laura Sandy (L.Sandy@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:  
This module will study the ‘long’ history of the Civil Rights Movement in America, pioneered by 
African-Americans still living in the shadow of slavery, in the latter years of the nineteenth 
century, proceeding through the monumental political and social upheavals of the first half of the 
twentieth century and culminating in the activism of the 1950s and 1960s that would end ‘Jim 
Crow’ racial segregation.  

Strategy and leadership will be a consistent theme, but the role of individuals in shaping the 
movement will be considered in relation to the broader context of the immense social, economic 
and cultural changes occurring within the United States over this period.       

Module code:  
HIST299 (Group 2)

Employability skills:
Research skills; critical reflection; presentation skills 

 
Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment:   
85% Exam; 15% Presentation



Module Convenor:  
Dr Sophie Jones (Sophie.Jones@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:  
This module introduces you to aspects of life in Britain and Europe between about 1740 and 
1815, using the example of Liverpool – one of the fastest-growing and most prosperous cities in 
the eighteenth-century world. This period is often seen as the beginning of the modern world, 
when many ideas and institutions that still shape our own lives came into circulation and when 
the global entanglements generated by trade and colonization began to have a lasting impact on 
everyday life.  You will investigate some of the key aspects of eighteenth-century life for yourself, 
including the history of shopping, globalization, and the American and French Revolutions. The 
module is taught by tutors from French, German and English Studies, and History, as well as staff 
from the National Museums Liverpool. Students experience a hands-on approach to learning, 
with exclusive behind-the-scenes access to eithteenth-century artefacts at city museums and 
libraries. 

 
Credit value: 

Module Title: 
Living the Global 
Eighteenth 
Century

Module code:  
HLAC200 (Group 1)

Employability skills:
Research skills; critical analysis; presentation skills

15 
Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment: 
50% Essay; 35% Essay; 15% Presentation

Student quote:  
“I’ve really enjoyed this module, as I’ve loved how it’s been assessed, so flexible & 
creative”; “Enjoyed the visits to museum stores – something different!” 



Module Title: 
Making Heritage 
Happen

Module Convenor:  
Professor Harold Mytum (H.Mytum@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:  
How is our heritage managed, and by whom?  This module examines current agendas, policies 
and practices in a historical perspective, and then concentrates on a critical review of current 
practice. By the time you have completed this module, you will be able to begin to see behind 
the media reports on heritage issues and articulate your own view of what should be done. 
Aspects of the varied UK heritage systems are considered within a comparative international 
context, considering the management issues associated with sites, monuments and buildings, 
and objects, museums and archives. Heritage managers mediate between remnants of the past 
and political, cultural and economic structures in the present. Whilst the module contains much 
that relates to practice within current legislative, cultural and economic systems, it also reflects 
on the ethical and socio-political dilemmas often facing heritage management.

Module code: 
HLAC205 (Group 2)

Employability skills:
Academic writing; oral and written communication skills

 
Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
One

Balance of assessment: 
60% Management Document; 20% Report; 20% Presentation



Module Title: 
Museums and 
Monuments

Module Convenor:  
Professor Harold Mytum (H.Mytum@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:  
Museums and monuments are important for tourism, national and regional identity and in 
researching the past.  This module critically explores how and why museums and monuments 
provide interpretation, and can cater to a range of contemporary users.  By the time you have 
completed this module you will be able to critically assess the explicit and implied messages 
behind display and public interpretation in museums and galleries on the one hand and publicly 
accessible sites and monuments on the other.  

This module examines current UK interpretation theories, policies and practices in an 
international comparative perspective.  Heritage interpretation and display brings understanding 
of the past to peoples in the present, though what aspects of the past to reveal and emphasize 
can be highly political and controversial.  The module concentrates on current practice, but it 
also reflects on the selectivity of heritage interpretation decisions, and the ways interpretation 
can exclude as well as include various sectors of society.

Module code:  
HLAC206 (Group 2)

Employability skills:
Academic writing; oral and written communication skills 

 
Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
Two

Balance of assessment: 
  50% Portfolio; 30% Project; 20% Review 



Module Title: 
The Italian Cinema 

Module Convenor:
Dr Marco Paoli (M.Paoli@liverpool.ac.uk) 

Broad description of module content:
This module introduces you to the major periods and some of the major films of one of the 
most significant of European National cinemas.

From fascist propaganda to the dolce vita… from popular comedies to art-house austerity… 
from silent divas to spaghetti westerns and horror films - Italian cinema has it all! 

This module will introduce you to the range of Italian cinema through the study of films 
drawn from its 100 years. It will cover 'auteur' (art-house) as well as genre cinema. It will 
also touch on questions of 'national' cinema, history, politics, economics, audience and 
industry. 

The module will be taught in a mixture of lectures and seminars (and film screenings) and 
all films chosen will be subtitled (or dubbed!) in English. No previous study experience of 
Italian, film or media studies is required.

Module code:  
ITAL223 (Group 2)

Employability skills:
Critical thinking; film analysis; cultural awareness 

 
Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment:  
70% Essay; 30% Presentation

Video clip:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c1P1JRSJT6Q



Module Convenor:
Dr Barbara Spadaro  (B.Spadaro@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content: 
The module explores trajectories of colonialism and migration to and from Italy, from the 
age of the empires to the present. Students will be introduced to the history of the Italian 
Empire in the Mediterranean and the Horn of Africa. Adopting a transnational perspective 
on the history of Italian language and culture, the module examines some of the cultural 
and geopolitical tensions that shape ideas of citizenship and belonging in a globalising 
world. Exploring narratives of Italians from Africa and Africans in Italy, the module has two 
main objectives: 1) to develop language-sensitive approaches to the study of history, 
memory and culture in the 21st century; 2) to develop student’s ability and confidence in 
multilingual learning processes (i.e. collaborative learning processes where the multiple 
languages involved in their study are not entirely familiar to them). Topics covered may 
include: Memory and history in transnational perspective; Colonial settlement and 
migration; Italian mobilities; memories of Italian Africa; diasporas and postcolonial 
narratives; language, citizenship and belonging in a mobile world.

Module code:  
ITAL225 (Group 2)

Employability skills:
Inter-cultural skills; presentation skills; academic writing 

 
Credit value: 
15  

Semester:
Two 

Module Title:
Decolonial 
Perspectives on Italy, 
Africa and the 
Mediterranean 

Balance of assessment:
70% Essay; 30% Presentation 



Module Title:
Globalisation and 
Development in Latin 
America

Module Convenor:
Dr Marieke Riethof  (M.Riethof@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module offers an introduction to economic and social development in Latin America 
over the past fifty years and more recently the effects of globalisation on the region, all 
from a political perspective. The module takes as a starting point a conceptual discussion 
on globalisation and development, including development theories, key actors in the 
development process, and the state. After the introductory lectures, subsequent weeks 
will look at changes in development policies in Latin America, from the post-war period 
to the most recent introduction of neoliberal reforms and the rise of left-wing 
governments. The module finishes with a discussion on the role of civil society in Latin 
American development and the international context of Latin American development, 
including US-Latin American relations. Teaching methods include student-led 
discussions, case studies and debates. 

Module code: 
LATI209 (Group 2)

Employability skills:
Communication skills; critical thinking; global citizenship

 
Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment:
50% Essay; 30% Essay; 20% Group Presentation 




