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Guidance Notes

This catalogue provides key details of optional modules available in the Department of 
History in 2021/22 to help inform your choices.  On many programmes within the 
School it is possible for students take modules from other subject areas.  Students are 
strongly encouraged to consider the full range of optional modules available to them, 
and not just those that are ‘hosted’ by their own department. Taking modules from 
other subject areas will help to broaden your knowledge and develop your academic 
skills in different ways.  You will interact with a wider range of students studying other, 
often complementary, disciplines.

In all cases, please check your programme structure carefully to ensure you are only 
choosing modules which are available to the programme you are registered on – or 
will be registered on in 2021/22.  All students must register for 120 credits of modules 
in each year of study – 60 credits in each semester.  

For further information on individual modules, please contact the module convenor 
directly.



History 



Year Three 



Module Title:
Ancient Greek 
Colonisation and 
British Imperial 
Thought 

Module Convenor: 
Dr Alan Greaves (Greaves@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
Greek culture was spread to the furthest limits of the Mediterranean and Black Sea regions by 
a series of so-called ‘colonies’, including such important modern cities as Marseilles and 
Istanbul. The motivations and methods behind this huge archaeological phenomenon remain 
unclear, but in the hands of the scholars writing in an age of neo-classical revivalism, the 
analogy to their own British Empire was clear and self-evident. This module combines History, 
Ancient History and Archaeology in its examination this crucial moment in world history and 
its subsequent use and abuse by imperialist scholars. No prior knowledge is required and the 
module includes a team presentation that aims to develop transferrable employment skills.

Module code: 
ALGY336 

Employability skills:
Critical thinking; research skills; group work 

 
Credit value: 
15 

Semester: 
One 

Balance of assessment:
70% Essay; 30% Group Presentation



Module Title:
International Relations in 
the Ancient World 

Module Convenor: 
Dr Bruce Routledge (Bruce.Routledge@liverpool.ac.uk) 

Broad description of module content:
This module examines Egypt and the Near East during the Late Bronze Age as part of the 
world's earliest well-documented international system. Students are introduced to the key 
events and political actors of this period, as well as the critical analysis of relevant primary 
sources. Key issues in International Relations theory are introduced through their 
application to the Late Bronze Age.

Module code: 
ALGY364 

Employability skills:
Critical thinking; oral and written communications skills 

 
Credit value: 
15 

Semester: 
One 

Balance of assessment: 
60% Essay; 40% Exam



Module Title:
Social Life in Egypt 

Module Convenor: 
Professor Mark Collier (M.A.Collier@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module examines the socio-economic behaviour of the Egyptians, primarily through 
the evidence of texts (literary and documentary). Social organisation is examined, at the 
personal family level and in the political context, and related to economic behaviour and 
economic organisation. The integration between social custom and law provides a focus 
for developing an independent appreciation of the social realities of an ancient society. 

Module code: 
ALGY377

Employability skills:
Critical analysis; problem solving; cultural awareness 

 
Credit value: 
15 

Semester: 
One 

Balance of assessment: 
70% Exam; 30% Essay 



Module Title: 
Archaeology and Heritage 
in Contemporary Society: 
ethical and political issues

Module Convenor:
Professor Anthony Sinclair (A.G.M.Sinclair@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
We might imagine that the past has always been cared for, conserved and displayed in 
museums, but this is the exception. Genuine artefacts are regularly bought and sold, 
sometimes looted, and often demolished because they are expendable in comparison to 
other public needs. Unique treasures have even been deliberately destroyed as the idols of 
non-true religions. Many of the world’s greatest museum collections were acquired as part of 
a process of colonial and global expansion, whilst today’s heritage attractions are commercial 
enterprises that need a profit to survive. How can we determine what should be kept or 
destroyed? How should national governments decide whether to keep a building when the 
space might be needed for a hospital, school or road? Must artefacts and human remains be 
returned to their traditional owners when they were acquired in a different political context, 
and before anyone today was alive? Should we stop individuals from buying artefacts when 
they believe that they will lovingly look after them and appreciate them? Students will learn 
to answer such questions through the political and ethical analysis of a series of current 
heritage problems. Teaching is by extensively illustrated lecture, seminar and case study 
reports.

Module code:
ALGY399  

Employability skills:
Critical thinking; ethical awareness; presentation skils 

Credit value:
15 

Semester:
One

Balance of assessment:
50% Exam; 25% Media Review; 25% Briefing Paper  

Student quote:
“I really enjoyed this module. Felt as though it was one of the most important modules I 
have been taught throughout my time in university”; “I certainly felt that this module has 
inspired new ways of thinking on archaeology and given me a better understanding of the 
problems we are faced with as people and professionals."  



Module Title:
From Kung Fu to 
Anime: innovations in 
Asian cinema

Module Convenor:
Dr Angela Becher (Angela.Becher@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module examines different periods of Asian cinema from the early 20th century to the latest 
trends in Asian blockbusters. The course looks at directors, genres and trends as well as different 
stages of innovation in filmmaking in Asia, with a particular attention to the role technology has 
played in transforming the production and consumption of filmic texts in Asia and beyond. We 
will examine the role of computer-generated imagery (CGI) in martial arts films or the 
technology behind Japanese anime. By conducting close readings of a variety of films from Asia 
in conjunction with English-language scholarly articles, students will gain competency in a variety 
of methodological approaches for the study of Asian cinema as well as an understanding of 
topics such as new media, celebrity, auteurism, gender and sexuality, nationalism, 
transnationalism and censorship. Upon completion of this module, students will have become 
familiar with some key works that have defined Asian cinema as well as the relationship between 
East Asian national cinemas and Hollywood. All films will be in English or carry subtitles.

Module code:
CHIN320 

Employability skills:
Research skills; critical analysis; presentation skills

Credit value: 
15

Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment:
70% Essay; 20% Research Project; 10% Presentation



Module Title: 
Augustus and the 
Foundation of Empire

Module Convenor:
Professor Colin Adams (Colin.Adams@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module will provide students with an understanding of the history, politics, and 
culture of Augustan Rome and its empire, through rigorous study of literary, 
documentary, and archaeological evidence and modern bibliography.

Module code:
CLAH301 

Employability skills:
Research skills; academic writing; problem solving

Credit value:
15 

Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment:
50% Essay; 50% Esssay



Module Title: 
The Age of Justinian 

Module Convenor:
Professor Bruce Gibson (Bjgibson@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module aims to examine the age of the Emperor Justinian, a fascinating period which is 
particularly well-attested through a number of different sources. It will shed light on 
features such as the life of a Late Classical court, diplomatic relations between great powers, 
religious conflict and change, and trace the processes that changed the ancient world of late 
antiquity in the 6th century AD, which is a period of transition and change, in which the 
beginning of the Medieval Mediterranean took shape.

Module code: 
CLAH356 

Employability skills:
Critical thinking; communication skills; problem solving

Credit value: 
15

Semester:
One

Balance of assessment:
50% Exam; 50% Essay



Module Title:
French Dressing: six 
centuries of clothing and 
cultural history in France 

Module Convenor:
Dr Rebecca Dixon (Rebecca.Dixon@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
From haute couture to pret-a-porter, from textile production to designer training, France 
has historically been at the forefront of fashion and of clothing technology. This cultural 
investment in both dress and the visual arts provides the underpinning to this module. 
Unique in UK French Studies curricula, it brings together the academic study of dress history 
with literary and visual studies, and provides an introduction to the growing discipline of 
material culture studies. Taught in a mixture of lectures and seminars, the module looks at a 
range of cultural productions - medieval manuscript illustration, theatre designs, fashion-
plates, lifestyle journalism, bande dessinée - and allows students to consider how dress 
functions as a tool for self- and group definition, and as a means of shaping and interpreting 
social and personal identity. Across the centuries, in France as elsewhere, what we wear 
sends out important messages about who we are and how we want others to see us. 
Getting dressed in the morning will never seem quite so innocent again.

Module code: 
FREN335

Employability skills:
Critical thinking; communication skills; global citizenship

Credit value: 
15

Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment:
70% Essay; 30% Catalogue Entry



Module Title:
The German 
Cinema since 
1990 

Module Convenor: 
Dr Andrew Plowman (Afp0001@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
From Good Bye, Lenin! (Wolfgang Becker, 2003) and Nowhere in Africa (Caroline Link, 2003 – 
picture above) to Toni Erdmann (Maren Ade, 2016), recent German film has been greeted 
with international acclaim. In contrast to the ‘art house’ film-making of the New German 
Cinema of the 1970s, today's 'post-Wall' cinema is resolutely commercial, employing genres 
familiar to international audiences. The module offers an examination of key developments in 
German film since 1990. It traces the rise of a German variant of the ‘heritage’ film in which 
the trauma of German history in the twentieth century - through the Third Reich, German 
division and the urban terrorism of the 1970s - is reimagined and mined as the source 
cinematic narratives. The module also explores the recent examination of questions of 
realism and representation in works by Andreas Dresen and the so-called Berlin School of film 
makers. All films are subtitled and the module is suitable for students who are interested in 
film and its relation to society as well and German culture and history. 

Module code: 
GRMN330

Employability skills:
Presentation skills; intercultural skills; reflective skills 

 
Credit value: 
15 

Semester: 
One 

Balance of assessment:
60% Essay; 40% Essay 

Video clip:
‘Trailer’ for Nowhere in Africa (Caroline Link, 2003): https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Hep5_o--OEE



Module Title:
Digital Cultures 
in the Americas 

Module Convenor:
Dr Niamh Thornton  (N.Thornton@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module gives you the opportunity to understand audio-visual material created and 
distributed online. Much of the content draws on familiar practices of online browsing and 
viewing. You will explore the methodologies required to analyze digital material and to 
understand the archiving, appropriation, and exhibition of non-mainstream moving and still 
images. The examples will be from the Americas, with a particular focus on Latin America. You 
will examine a range of interactive processes from social, institutional and personal 
perspectives, consider issues of archival policy, the ethics of re-appropriation, and explore the 
connection between amateur and professional content and the public and private spheres. You 
will also consider how online selves are created through looking at a selection of user-
generated material such as, fanvids, mash-ups, memes, film, amateur vlogs, and social media 
persona. 

Module code:
HISP348 

Employability skills:
Critical thinking; oral and written  commmunication skills 

 
Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment: 
50% Essay; 50% Blog Posts



Module Title: 
Vikings in Ireland

Module Convenor:  
Dr Clare Downham (C.Downham@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:  
This module provides an overview of Viking activity in Ireland from the first raids in 795 until 
the beheading of the last Viking king of Dublin by the English in 1171. It is coursework based 
with a strong emphasis on primary sources from a range of different disciplines including 
history, literature, and archaeology.  

In this course we will explore key problems in the interpretation of the Viking world, explore 
life in the Viking Age and challenge students to broaden their chronological and conceptual 
assumptions concerning this fascinating and under-explored area of medieval European 
history. 

 
Module code: 
HIST304 

Employability skills:
Organisation skills; confidence; group work 

 
Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
One

Balance of assessment:   
85% Essay; 15% Bibliography 



Module Title: 
Revolution, 
Repression, Memory 
in 20th Century Latin 
America  

Module Convenor:
Dr Andrew Redden (A.Redden@liverpool.ac.uk) 

Broad description of module content:
In the twentieth century, extreme socio-political injustice and upheaval turned the region of 
Latin America into a microcosm of global political conflict. Those who survived had to deal with 
the consequences of death on such a massive scale, and transitions to democracy have been 
accompanied by the difficulties of confronting the past, remembering the dead, and struggling 
for justice. Should nascent democracies forget past atrocities in order to prevent renewed 
polarisation and allow for a future based on consensus? Yet how can a government be legitimate 
if it fails to provide justice for its citizens and protects the guilty? How can countries establish a 
firm ‘rule of law’ or function without one? 

Using government reports, revolutionary treatises, contemporary journalism, human rights 
reports, eye-witness accounts and film, alongside relevant secondary sources, the unit will 
investigate the traumatic socio-political processes, revolutionary conflicts and repressions of 
twentieth-century Latin America and will seek to understand their causes and determine their 
on-going legacy.

Module code: 
HIST305 (Special Subject)

Employability skills:
Independent research; data processing and analysis

Credit value:
30 

Semester:
One

Balance of assessment:
50% Primary Source Creation and Analysis; 25% Project Proposal; 25% Primary Source 
Analysis 



Module Title: 
Before Race? 
Identities, Bodies and 
Peoples at the end of 
the Roman Empire 

Module Convenor:
Dr Robin Whelan (Robin.Whelan@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
Race, as a concept, is generally understood as a product of modernity. But many aspects of 
our ideas of race and ethnicity (from the Greek ethnos, ‘people’) have a long—indeed, an 
ancient—history. The forms of prejudice which have done such damage in ‘western’ 
modernity, and now motivate the resurgence of far-right and neo-Nazi groups, can be traced 
back to classical Greek and Roman notions of who was (or was not) civilised. Paradoxically, 
contemporary ethnonationalists often claim descent from the (so-called) ‘barbarian’ groups 
who helped bring about the end of the Western Roman Empire, and formed new kingdoms 
which—if you squint hard enough—look a bit like modern European nation states.

This module explores how late ancient people thought about ethnic groups, and traces the 
impact these concepts and identities had on the lives of those who inhabited late and post-
Roman societies. It follows these ideas in action in the Western Mediterranean over the late 
fourth to the sixth century CE: that is, the period of the ‘Fall of Rome’. Students will examine a 
series of case studies which illuminate how late Roman people understood ethnic belonging, 
the ways in which these were reshaped by the creation of new, post-imperial polities, and the 
manner in which they intersected with other forms of identity and community (e.g. gender, 
religion and social status). Together we will place ancient and modern notions of identity, 
ethnicity, and race in dialogue. In so doing, we will seek to attain a better understanding of 
both, and debate whether we should revisit the idea that ancient and medieval people did not 
think in racial terms.

Module code: 
HIST306 (Special Subject)

Employability skills:
Conceptual thinking; collaboration; communication

Credit value:
30 

Semester:
One

Balance of assessment:
60% Essay; 25% Source Commentaries; 15% Oral Presentation 



Module Title:
Uses of the Past: 
History impact module 

Module Convenor:
Professor Bonnie Effros (Bonnie.Effros@liverpool.ac.uk) 

Broad description of module content:
In this module, we will examine the contemporary uses of history. We will examine the work 
of archivists and curators, who collect and preserve history, along with production - and 
audience reception - of “popular” history (in film, television, heritage sites, games, novels and 
the internet), and the uses - and misuses - of history by policy-makers. Our emphasis 
throughout will be on the significance of history in the present. We will also consider some of 
the ways in which historical knowledge - and historians’ skills - are used in professions such as 
journalism and the heritage sector. 

This module is required for History major students.

Module code:
HIST320  

Employability skills:
Digital design; translating academic work; public speaking 

 
Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment:
50% Blog; 35% Poster; 15% Presentation 



Module Title: 
Metropolis: crisis and 
reform in the Great 
Cities 1840-1920

Module Convenor:  
Dr Graeme Milne (G.J.Milne@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content: 
This module explores the great problems that affected nineteenth- and twentieth- century 
cities—disease, deprivation, bad housing, crime and haphazard planning—and the reforms that 
aimed to solve them. It examines new techniques, such as social investigation, ‘underworld’ 
journalism, slum photography and film-making that shaped understanding of the city as a 
dangerous place, but also a place of spectacle and pleasure. In so doing, it introduces a range 
of sources and methods that expand your research skills as you move through the final year.

 Module code: 
HIST328 

Employability skills:
Research; analysis of primary sources; advanced writing

 
Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
One

Balance of assessment:   
85% Essay; 15% Document Exercise 



Module Title: 
Generations of Hurt: 
histories of human 
experimentation in the 
United States

Module Convenor:
Dr Stephen Kenny (S.C.Kenny@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module offers an introduction to core issues in the social and cultural history of 
medicine through a close, comparative and sustained focus on a key and highly charged area 
of professional medical activity - human experimentation. 

The topic of human experimentation has been especially prominent in American culture and 
scholarship since WWII at the very latest, following the revelation of Nazi experiments on 
concentration camp victims, but has its origins in earlier phases of the nation’s history. 

The module highlights the sometimes unsavoury goals and agendas of doctors, medical 
institutions, medical organizations, corporations and the state; elite and bourgeois attitudes 
towards human life and especially to the poor, disabled and vulnerable; and the often tragic 
outcomes for patients and sufferers subject to experiments, not to mention their families 
and communities.

The module will also serve as a foundation and a springboard to the development of your 
own research on this topic for linked dissertation projects.

Module code: 
HIST341 (Special Subject)

Employability skills:
Independent research; oral and written communication

Credit value:
30 

Semester:
One

Balance of assessment:
70% Essay; 15% Primary Source Assignment; 15% Secondary Literature Assignment

Student quote:
“Teaching on the module was excellent and great academic support throughout the 
semester." 



Module Title:
Neighbours or 
Enemies? Muslims and 
Christians at the Time 
of the Crusades

Module Convenor:
Dr Damien Kempf (Damien.Kempf@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module addresses the relationships between Muslims and Christians between the 
eleventh century, prior to the launch of the First Crusade, up to he thirteenth century and 
thte end of the Fifth Crusade.  While the West had been in direct contact with Muslim 
power for centuries, in particular in Spain, which was under Muslim domination, we will be 
exploring whether the crusades impacted and significantly shapes the way(s) in which 
Christians lived with Muslims, and more particularly, where it modified their perception of 
Islam.

Module code: 
HIST348 (Special Subject)

Employability skills: 
Conceptual thinking; research skills; group work 

Credit value: 
30 

Semester:
One

Balance of assessment:
60% Essay 25% Source Exercise; 15% Presentation 



Module Title: 
America and the 
World, 1939-1945

Module Convenor:
Dr Michael Hopkins (Michael.Hopkins@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module will focus on US foreign policy from the eve of the outbreak of war in Europe in 
1939 to the end of hostilities with Japan in 1945. The topics covered will include: making of 
US foreign policy; neutrality; aid to Britain; US-Japanese relations; Pearl Harbor; Lend-
Lease; allied strategy and diplomacy; postwar planning - Bretton Woods; postwar planning - 
UN; dealing with Germany and Japan; Yalta and Potsdam.

Module code: 
HIST349 (Special Subject)

Employability skills:
Research skills; critical thinking; group work 

Credit value: 
30 

Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment:
50% Essay; 25% Literature Essay; 25% Sources Evaluation



Module Title: 
Nuclear '83: living in the 
shadow of the bomb in 1980s 
Britain

Module Convenor:
Dr Jon Hogg (J.G.Hogg@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module will explore the beginnings of nuclear science in the early twentieth century, to 
the cultural responses following 1945. After a brief exploration of nuclear cultures pre-1945 
(looking at works such as The World Set Free [1914] by H.G. Wells, and the progress of 
nuclear science) we will look at the Manhattan Project and the historiographical debate 
surrounding the decision to use the Atomic bomb in war. We will then trace the 
development of atomic and nuclear weaponry in the years following 1945, and examine the 
attempts to popularise 'peaceful' uses of the atom in this period. We will then look at the 
rise of civil defence initiatives in the early 1950s and 1980s, followed by the rise of anti-
nuclear activism in the same decades. We also explore popular culture, thinking about the 
trajectory of cultural responses to nuclear technology. We will look at film, TV, literature, 
music, memoir, diaries, newspapers and other types of 'unofficial' narrative to build an 
understanding of how 'everyday life' was profoundly influenced by the threat of nuclear war. 
We will look at the human and environmental consequences of nuclear pollution: nuclear 
legacies. Lastly, we will focus on a single year in the nuclear age –1983 – and explore how we 
might write histories of it.

Module code: 
HIST353 (Special Subject)

Employability skills:
Research skills; group work; presentation skills

Credit value:
30 

Semester:
One

Balance of assessment:
50% Essay; 25% Primary Source Assignment; 25% Secondary Literature Assignment



Module Title: 
Digital Histories of Gender, 
Race and Youth in Twentieth 
Century Britain

Module Convenor:
Dr Laura Balderstone (L.Balderstone@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
You will undertake a supervised individual research project (on a topic of your own choosing) 
based on online sources. Our focus will be on gender, race and youth in twentieth-century 
Britain, and sources to be utilised include digital newspapers; electronic collections of 
archives (including the Mass-Observation Archive); and online collections of twentieth-
century photographs and cartoons. 

Previous topics researched by students taking this module have included: representations of 
inter-racial relationships in the national press; analysis of women's fashion adverts in the 
1950s and 60s; the role and representation of the British Union of Fascists in 1930s Britain; 
and the misrepresentation of the Mods in the 1960s.

Module code: 
HIST360 (Special Subject)

Employability skills:
Research skills; critical reflection; presentation skills

Credit value: 
30

Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment:
70% Project Report; 30% Project Proposal



Module Title:
The Age of 
Catastrophe: politics, 
culture and the self in 
Europe, 1930-1950 

Module Convenor:
Dr Myriam Wilks-Heeg (M.Wilks.Heeg@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
How did the mid-twentieth century crisis in Europe transform the relationship between 
politics, culture and the individual? This module addresses that question through sources 
such as diaries, memoirs, films and fiction to explore how Europeans experienced fascism 
and antifascism, dictatorship, war, occupation and liberation leading to new forms of 
individuality and selfhood between 1930 and 1950.We will ask how cultural forms, such as 
the theatrical and artistic avant-garde, as well as the everyday experiences of economic 
depression, political extremism and mass violence influenced the making of the self in the 
context of the ideological clash between Right and Left during Europe's age of catastrophe.

Module code: 
HIST361 (Special Subject)

Employability skills:
Research skills; critical reflection; group work 

Credit value: 
30

Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment:
50% Essay; 25% Source Commentary; 25% Journal



Module Title: 
Power, Knowledge 
and Debt: British 
industrialisation, 
1640-1842

Module Convenor:
Dr Will Ashworth (W.J.Ashworth@liverpool.ac.uk) 

Broad description of module content:
The theme of this module focuses primarily upon British industrialisation between 1642 and 
1842. Understanding this process is one of the most controversial and hotly contested themes 
in history. What were the origins of the British Industrial Revolution? Was it simply driven by a 
distinct set of national characteristics – most notably Protestantism, the embracing of 
Newtonian science, and an entrepreneurial spirit, as some cultural and economic historians 
argue? Conversely is the explanation more mundane? Were there a unique set of institutional 
features vital to British industrialisation - most notably the work of State bodies and a national 
policy of economic regulation? What role did ecology, foreign trade, slavery and the colonies 
play? Were they crucial or simply of secondary importance? This module demonstrates the 
complexity and contingency of British industrialisation by situating it fully in the global world. 
Finally, did the withdrawal of State regulation and the emergence of free trade during the 
nineteenth century have a more negative than positive impact upon British industrialisation? 

Module code: 
HIST365 (Special Subject)

Employability skills:
Research skills; oral and written communication skills

Credit value: 
30

Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment:
50% Essay;  25% Primary Source Assignment; 25% Secondary Literature Assignment



Module Title: 
Sex, Gender and the 
Law in Modern Britain 
since 1885

Module Convenor:  
Dr Sam Caslin (Samantha.Caslin@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:  
Students on this module will explore and reflect upon the significance of Victorian laws and 
ethics debates for socio-legal developments in twentieth-century legislation. Students will 
debate the relationship between the law and social change and they will critically analyse 
the role of the law in shaping ideas about sexual morality. The periodisation of the module 
requires students to address developments in laws relating to matters of sexuality and 
gender since the implementation of the 1885 Criminal Law Amendment Act. Topics 
considered on the module will include, for example, the criminalisation of male 
homosexuality, challenges to the laws concerning prostitution, and abortion law reform.

Module code: 
HIST370 (Special Subject)

Employability skills:
Data analysis; oral and written communication skills

 
Credit value: 
30 

Semester:
One

Balance of assessment: 
35% Essay; 25% Primary Source Assignment; 25% Journal; 15% Presentation



Module Title:
Cities on the Edge: 
port cities in world 
history

Module Convenor:
Dr Graeme Milne (G.J.Milne@liverpool.ac.uk) 

Broad description of module content:
Port cities were one of the great urban phenomena of the nineteenth century, and continue 
to be crucial to global society, economy and culture. This module explores the history of 
seaport cities through a wide range of perspectives and sources, and enables students to 
focus on port cities of their choice in the final assignment. In particular, it develops 
international comparative awareness through port city histories.

Module code: 
HIST376 (Special Subject)

Employability skills:
Analytical skills; oral and written communication skills

Credit value: 
30

Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment:
50% Essay; 25% Primary Source Assignment; 25% Secondary Literature Assignment



Module Title: 
Stalin's Gulag 

Module Convenor:
Dr Beatrice Penati (Beatrice.Penati@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
At the end of Stalin’s rule, approximately one out of eight citizens of the USSR had 
undergone some form of repression. The GULag system epitomised this reality and, because 
of its dimension and far-reaching role in building and industrial works, it durably shaped the 
Soviet economy, society, and environment. 

The Soviet system of repression and forced labour included camps, prisons, and special 
settlements. Inmates belonged to disparate categories: political prisoners, criminals, 
foreigners, and later POWs were to be found there. Members of entire “suspect” ethnic 
groups were deported. This resulted in a specific sociability, inner political life, original 
artistic expressions, and even a parallel legality. 

Through the discussion of scholarship, public history, and specific kinds of primary sources 
(incl. diaries, oral testimonies, secret police reports, and even tattoos), we will also reflect on 
the issues of biopolitics, forced labour, memory, and trauma in the context of Stalin’s 
repressive system and its heritage.

Module code: 
HIST378 (Special Subject)

Employability skills:
Public speaking; leadership; teamwork

Credit value: 
30 

Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment:
50% Essay; 35% In-class Test; 15% Book Review 



Module Title: 
Understanding Mass Murder: the 
history of massacre, genocide and 
extermination from Sparta to 
Myanmar 

Module Convenor: 
 Dr Harald Braun (H.E.Braun@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
The mass killing of people is a depressingly familiar feature of human history, from the 
Thalheim Death Pit (5000BC) to the Royhinga genocide in 21-century Myanmar. Mass killings 
are nonetheless exceptional and emerge from specific contexts and human decisions. This 
module explores and compares the contexts, causes and dynamics of massacre, genocide and 
extermination from ancient history to the present day. Looking at case studies from across 
the world, students will be able to apply a different approaches and methodologies to the 
study of violence, and pursue a range of lines of investigation such as the role of religion, 
ethnicity, ideology, and gender in mass killings. 

Note this module will be taught fully online.

Module code: 
HIST383 (Special Subject)

Employability skills:
Confidence; global citizenship; teamwork 

Credit value: 
30

Balance of assessment:  
60% Essay; 25% Primary Source Commentary; 15% Presentation

Semester:
One



Module Title: 
The Son of Heaven Encountered 
the Son of God: the Chinese Rites 
controversy in the 17th and 18th 
century 

Module Convenor: 
Dr Junqing Wu (Junqing Wu@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module will investigate the Chinese Rites Controversy - debates among different 
Catholic Orders around whether the indigenous Chinese religious practices such as ancestor 
workship were compatible with Catholicism.  The Jesuits argued that they were compatible 
whereas the Dominican and Franciscans were against it.  The debates, lasting for decades, 
went all the way to the Pope.  The Pope eventually sided with the Dominican and 
Franciscans, which led to expulsion of all missionaries from China in 1721. This event is a 
good case study of different "voices" (discourses) and perceptions.  The module will study 
various types of primary sources: Chinese emperor's edicts, officials' memories, Jesuits 
reports, Dominican and Franciscan reports, and papal edicts.

Module code: 
HIST384 (Special Subject)

Employability skills:
Confidence; time management; group work 

Credit value: 
30

Semester: 
One 

Balance of assessment: 
50% Essay; 35% Source Analysis; 15% Presentation 



Module Title: 
Imaging the Middle 
Ages from Rapunzel to 
the Hobbit, and from 
Notre-Dame to Hearst 
Castle
Module Convenor:  
Professor Bonnie Effros (Bonnie.Effros@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module will explore various manifestations of heightened attention in the nineteenth 
century to the medieval centuries, a period traditionally castigated as backward by 
progressive Renaissance and Enlightenment thinkers. Growing knowledge of the Middle Ages 
and the corresponding desire to reinvigorate study (and in some cases use) of the history, 
literature, arts, architecture, and traditions of this period contributed fundamentally to 
nineteenth- and twentieth-century intellectual and artistic life both in Europe and the United 
States. We will also look to late twentieth-century and current adaptations of the Middle 
Ages, whether in popular fiction (including the work of J. R. Tolkien and J. K. Rowling) or its 
adoption by both the European as well as American far right.

Module code: 
HIST387 (Special Subject)

Employability skills:
Critical reflection; oral and written communication

Credit value: 
30

Semester:
One

Balance of assessment: 
40% Essay; 25% Thematic Essay; 25% Object Critique; 10% Presentation



Module Title: 
Uses of the Past: 
History impact module

Module Convenor:
Professor Bonnie Effros (Bonnie.Effros@liverpool.ac.uk) 

Broad description of module content:
In this module, we will examine the contemporary uses of history. We will examine the work 
of archivists and curators, who collect and preserve history, along with production - and 
audience reception - of “popular” history (in film, television, heritage sites, games, novels 
and the internet), and the uses - and misuses - of history by policy-makers. Our emphasis 
throughout will be on the significance of history in the present. We will also consider some 
of the ways in which historical knowledge - and historians’ skills - are used in professions 
such as journalism and the heritage sector. 

This module is required for single honours History students.

Module code:
HIST388  

Employability skills:
Digital design; translating academic work; public speaking

Credit value:
30   

Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment:
35% Poster; 25% Blog; 25% Essay; 15% Presentation



Module Title: 
War and the People: 
society and culture in 
Second World War 
Britain 

Module Convenor: 
Dr Jon Hogg (J.G.Hogg@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:  
The module will familiarise you with the impact of the Second World War on British society. 
It introduces you to the social and cultural history of Britain between 1939 and 1945, and it 
allows you to analyse how British society negotiated the strains of ‘total’ war during these 
years.  

You will critically analyse the notion of the ‘people’s war’ and consider the question of 
whether or not the war acted as a leveller in terms of people’s experiences, fortunes and 
lifestyles. The module will also give you a sound basis for thinking about broader questions 
about the relationship between war and social change. 

 
Module code: 
HIST392 

Employability skills:
Research skills; critical reflection; academic writing 

 
Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
One

Balance of assessment:   
85% Essay; 15% Document Exercise 



Module Title:
History Research Essay

Module Convenor:
Dr Graeme Milne (G.J.Milne@liverpool.ac.uk) 

Broad description of module content:
This module will enable students to carry out and successfully deliver a piece of independent 
research at an advanced level.  Students will draw on, and extend, the skills and knowledge of 
relevant historical, historiographical and theoretical debates, issues and materials acquired 
during their programme of study.

Module code:
HIST394 

Employability skills:
Research skills; collaborative working; communcation

 
Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment:
100% Essay



Module Title: 
The History of 
Violence 

Module Convenor: 
Dr Deana Heath (D.Heath@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
Violence is a phenomenon that historians have long had a hard time grappling with, since 
historical works on subjects such as wars, colonialism, violent crime, terrorism, or even 
genocide are generally oddly silent on the nature of violence itself, its origins, and its impact on 
human minds, bodies and societies. 

This module will challenge such absences through interrogating violence as an historical force 
and considering its causes, rationales, forms, impacts, and consequences in a variety of western 
and non-western contexts (including Britain, the United States and India) from the nineteenth 
century onwards.  Taking a thematic approach, the module will focus on subjects such as the 
ways in which law serves to rationalise violence, different forms of violence (such as war, 
conquest and colonisation, genocide and massacre, torture, gendered violence, and structural 
violence), and the impact of violence on individuals, groups and societies.

Module code: 
HIST395 (Special Subject)

Employability skills:
Confidence; oral and written expression; group work 

Credit value: 
30

Semester:
One

Balance of assessment:
60% Essay; 25% Critical Analysis; 15% Presentation



Module Title:
History Dissertation 

Module Convenor:
Dr Marios Costambeys (Costa@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module will enable students to carry out and successfully deliver a piece of independent 
research at an advanced level.  Students will draw on, and extend, the skills and knowledge of 
relevant historical, historiographical and theoretical debates, issues and materials acquired 
during their programme of study.

Preparation for the dissertation will take place as part of the Special Subject module in 
Semester 1.

This module is required for single honours and major History students.

Module code:
HIST396   

Employability skills:
Research skills; information analysis; academic writing 

Credit value:
30  

Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment:
100% Dissertation 



Module Title:
Contemporary Latin 
American Politics 

Module Convenor: 
Dr Marieke Riethof (M.Riethof@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module offers an exciting opportunity to study key political debates in the highly dynamic 
Latin American region. To understand these dynamics, we focus on the debates on democracy 
and democratisation from a Latin American perspective. After an overview of theories of 
democracy and democratisation we cover various aspects of the democratisation process in 
their region.Subsequent sessions examine the changing relationship between the state, civil 
society and citizens since 1980, as well as more recently the shifting trends in political 
participation and experiments in democracy.The module also evaluates the causes and 
consequences of the rise of left-wing politics and the international dimensions of democracy, 
including Latin America’s role in the world. Teaching methods include student-led discussions, 
case studies and debates.

Module code: 
LATI307

Employability skills:
Academic writing; communication and presentation skills 

 
Credit value: 
15 

Semester: 
One 

Balance of assessment:
40% Essay; 30% Essay; 30% Primary Source Overview 



Module Title:
Conflict and Politics in 
Northern Ireland 

Module Convenor:
Dr Sean Haughey (Sean.Haughey@liverpool.ac.uk) 

Broad description of module content:
This course looks at the development of political conflict and political violence in Northern 
Ireland from the beginning of ‘The Troubles’ in the late 1960s. It not only looks at the role and 
the contribution of the key political actors including the British and Irish governments, unionist 
and loyalists, nationalists and republicans, but it also considers the underlying causes and 
consequences of both state and paramilitary violence. It also looks at the development of the 
Peace Process from the late 1980s, the Good Friday Agreement and the successes and failures 
of devolved government after 1998, asking how far ‘the new dispensation’ can provide a long-
term stable government for this still-divided region. 

Module code: 
POLI815

Employability skills:
Critical thinking; project management; group work 

 
Credit value: 
15 

Semester: 
One 

Balance of assessment: 
70% Essay; 30% Presentation 




