
  
 

    

 

 
 

            
    

            
   

 
 

     
 

 
 

 
  

  
 

    
 

  

  
 

 

      

  
  

      

  
   
  

      

  
 

 

      

   
 

 
  

 

      

  
  
 

      

        
   

 
      

 
 

 
   

 

      

       
       

Programme Structures  and Modules  2025  - 26  
 

POLITICS  –  PGT  LEVEL  

NOTE: All optional modules are subject to availability and it may be necessary to remove 
modules due to changes in staffing and research leave.  Where modules are withdrawn 
following registration, students will be notified as far in advance as possible and suitable 
alternative modules offered. 

POLITICAL SCIENCE AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
(PSIR) 

Year: 1 (full-time) 

Module Title Code Credits Level Type Semester Pathways 

Political Science 
Research 
Methods 

POLI530 15 7 Required 1 

European Nation-
State and Politics 
of Nationalism 

POLI502 15 7 Optional 1 

Modern Slavery, 
Forced Labour and 
Human Rights 

POLI521 30 7 Optional 1 

Advanced Topics 
in Electoral 
Research 

POLI518 15 7 Optional 1 

Big Data and 
Society: 
Foundations, 
Politics, and Policy 
B 

COMM752 15 7 Optional 1 

Media and Politics: 
Theories and 
Cases B 

COMM765 15 7 Optional 1 

War Writing ENGL488 30 6 Optional 1 
Politics of the 
Environment 

ENVS525 15 7 Optional 1 

Identity, Power 
and Society: 
Contemporary 
Critical Theory and 
Discourse 

HLAC505 15 7 Optional 1 

Comparative POLI133 15 7 Optional 2 
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Peace Processes 
Problems in 
Political Theory 

POLI352 15 6 Optional 2 

Politics in Action 
Advanced 
Placement Scheme 

POLI500 15 7 Optional 2 

Europe and the 
World 

POLI501 15 7 Optional 2 

Quantitative 
Methods and 
World Politics 

POLI510 15 7 Optional 2 

Brexit and Beyond POLI522 15 7 Optional 2 
Anti-Colonial 
Legacies in 
International 
Politics 

POLI526 15 7 Optional 2 

Global Journalism 
and Politics 

COMM748 15 7 Optional 2 

Media and Politics: 
Economy and 
Society B 

COMM763 15 7 Optional 2 

Business and the 
Environment 

ENVS470 15 7 Optional 2 

Literature, Slavery 
and Empire 

ENGL750 15 7 Optional 2 

International 
Record Keeping 

HIST561 15 7 Optional 2 

Political Science 
Dissertation 

POLI531 60 7 Required Summer 

Political Science 
Research 
Methods 

POLI530 15 7 Required 1 Contemporary 
Europe 

European Nation 
– State and 
Politics of 
Nationalism 

POLI502 15 7 Required 1 Contemporary 
Europe 

Advanced Topics 
in Electoral 
Research 

POLI518 15 7 Optional 1 Contemporary 
Europe 

Modern Slavery, 
Forced Labour and 
Human Rights 

POLI521 30 7 Optional 1 Contemporary 
Europe 

War Writing ENGL488 30 6 Optional 1 Contemporary 
Europe 

Politics of the 
Environment 

ENVS525 15 7 Optional 1 Contemporary 
Europe 

Identity, Power 
and Society: 
Contemporary 
Critical Theory and 
Discourse 

HLAC505 15 7 Optional 1 Contemporary 
Europe 

Europe and the 
World 

POLI501 15 7 Required 2 Contemporary 
Europe 

Comparative 
Peace Processes 

POLI133 15 7 Optional 2 Contemporary 
Europe 

International POLI321 15 6 Optional 2 Contemporary 
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Intervention Europe 
Problems in 
Political Theory 

POLI352 15 6 Optional 2 Contemporary 
Europe 

Politics in Action 
Advanced 
Placement Scheme 

POLI500 15 7 Optional 2 Contemporary 
Europe 

Quantitative 
Methods and 
World Politics 

POLI510 15 7 Optional 2 Contemporary 
Europe 

Brexit and Beyond POLI522 15 7 Optional 2 Contemporary 
Europe 

Anti-Colonial 
Legacies in 
International 
Politics 

POLI526 15 7 Optional 2 Contemporary 
Europe 

Literature, Slavery 
and Empire 

ENGL750 15 7 Optional 2 Contemporary 
Europe 

Business and the 
Environment 

ENVS470 15 7 Optional 2 Contemporary 
Europe 

International 
Record Keeping 

HIST561 15 7 Optional 2 Contemporary 
Europe 

Political Science 
Dissertation 

POLI531 60 7 Required Summer Contemporary 
Europe 

Students take 15 credits of required modules and 45 credits of optional modules in semester 
one, and 60 credits of optional modules in semester two. 

Students taking the Contemporary Europe pathway will take 30 credits of required modules and 
30 credits of optional modules in semester one and 15 credits of required modules and 45 
credits of optional modules in semester two. 

The required dissertation will be taken over the summer vacation period. 

*Students may take a maximum of 30 credits of Level 6 modules, and can only choose modules 
they have NOT already completed at Undergraduate level. 

POLI133 cannot be chosen if a student has previously completed POLI336 at Undergraduate 
level. 

POLI500 is subject to a suitable placement being sourced. Students cannot register directly 
onto this module. Please contact Laura Gallon for further information via 
hlcplacements@liverpool.ac.uk and register for an alternative module which will be dropped 
once a placement is confirmed. 

Year: 1 (part-time) 

Module Title Code Credits Level Type Semester Pathways 

Political Science 
Research 
Methods 

POLI530 15 7 Required 1 

European Nation-
State and Politics 
of Nationalism 

POLI502 15 7 Optional 1 

Advanced Topics 
in Electoral 

POLI518 15 7 Optional 1 
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Research 
War Writing ENGL488 30 6 Optional 1 
Politics of the 
Environment 

ENVS525 15 7 Optional 1 

Identity, Power 
and Society: 
Contemporary 
Critical Theory 
and Discourse 

HLAC505 15 7 Optional 1 

Comparative 
Peace Processes 

POLI133 15 7 Optional 2 

Problems in 
Political Theory 

POLI352 15 6 Optional 2 

Politics in Action 
Advanced 
Placement 
Scheme 

POLI500 15 7 Optional 2 

Europe and the 
World 

POLI501 15 7 Optional 2 

Quantitative 
Methods and 
World Politics 

POLI510 15 7 Optional 2 

Brexit and 
Beyond 

POLI522 15 7 Optional 2 

Anti-Colonial 
Legacies in 
International 
Politics 

POLI526 15 7 Optional 2 

Literature, 
Slavery and 
Empire 

ENGL750 15 7 Optional 2 

Business and the 
Environment 

ENVS470 15 7 Optional 2 

International 
Record Keeping 

HIST561 15 7 Optional 2 

Political Science 
Research 
Methods 

POLI530 15 7 Required 1 Contemporary 
Europe 

European 
Nation – State 
and Politics of 
Nationalism 

POLI502 15 7 Required 1 Contemporary 
Europe 

Europe and the 
World 

POLI501 15 7 Required 2 Contemporary 
Europe 

Comparative 
Peace Processes 

POLI133 15 7 Optional 2 Contemporary 
Europe 

International 
Intervention 

POLI321 15 6 Optional 2 Contemporary 
Europe 

Problems in 
Political Theory 

POLI352 15 6 Optional 2 Contemporary 
Europe 

Quantitative 
Methods and 
World Politics 

POLI510 15 7 Optional 2 Contemporary 
Europe 

Brexit and 
Beyond 

POLI522 15 7 Optional 2 Contemporary 
Europe 
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Anti-Colonial 
Legacies in 
International 
Politics 

POLI526 15 7 Optional 2 Contemporary 
Europe 

Literature, 
Slavery and 
Empire 

ENGL750 15 7 Optional 2 Contemporary 
Europe 

Business and the 
Environment 

ENVS470 15 7 Optional 2 Contemporary 
Europe 

International 
Record Keeping 

HIST561 15 7 Optional 2 Contemporary 
Europe 

Students take 15 credits of required and 15 credits of optional modules in semester one, and 
30 credits of optional modules in semester two. 

Students taking the Contemporary Europe pathway will take 30 credits of required modules 
in semester one and 15 credits of required modules and 15 credits of optional modules in 
semester two. 

*Students may take a maximum of 30 credits of Level 6 modules, and can only choose 
modules they have NOT already completed at Undergraduate level. 

POLI133 cannot be chosen if a student has previously completed POLI336 at Undergraduate 
level. 

POLI500 is subject to a suitable placement being sourced. Students cannot register directly 
onto this module. Please contact Laura Gallon for further information via 
hlcplacements@liverpool.ac.uk and register for an alternative module which will be dropped 
once a placement is confirmed. 

Year: 2 (part-time) 

Module Title Code Credits Level Type Semester Pathways 

European Nation 
– State and 
Politics of 
Nationalism 

POLI502 15 7 Optional 1 

Advanced Topics 
in Electoral 
Research 

POLI518 15 7 Optional 1 

Modern Slavery, 
Forced Labour 
and Human 
Rights 

POLI521 30 7 Optional 1 

Big Data and 
Society B: 
foundations, 
politics, and 
policy 

COMM752 15 7 Optional 1 

Media and 
Politics: theories 
and cases B 

COMM765 15 7 Optional 1 

War Writing ENGL488 30 6 Optional 1 
Literature, ENGL750 15 7 Optional 2 
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Slavery and 
Empire 
Politics of the 
Environment 

ENVS525 15 7 Optional 1 

Identity, Power 
and Society: 
Contemporary 
Critical Theory 
and Discourse 

HLAC505 15 7 Optional 1 

Comparative 
Peace Processes 

POLI133 15 7 Optional 2 

Problems in 
Political Theory 

POLI352 15 6 Optional 2 

Politics in Action 
Advanced 
Placement 
Scheme 

POLI500 15 7 Optional 2 

Europe and the 
World 

POLI501 15 7 Optional 2 

Quantitative 
Methods and 
World Politics 

POLI510 15 7 Optional 2 

Brexit and 
Beyond 

POLI522 15 7 Optional 2 

Anti-Colonial 
Legacies in 
International 
Politics 

POLI526 15 7 Optional 2 

Global Journalism 
and Politics 

COMM748 15 7 Optional 2 

Media and 
Politics: Economy 
and Society B 

COMM763 15 7 Optional 2 

Business and the 
Environment 

ENVS470 15 7 Optional 2 

International 
Record Keeping 

HIST561 15 7 Optional 2 

Political 
Science 
Dissertation 

POLI531 60 7 Required Summer 

Advanced Topics 
in Electoral 
Research 

POLI518 15 7 Optional 1 Contemporary 
Europe 

Modern Slavery, 
Forced Labour 
and Human 
Rights 

POLI521 30 7 Optional 1 Contemporary 
Europe 

War Writing ENGL488 30 6 Optional 1 Contemporary 
Europe 

Literature, 
Slavery and 
Empire 

ENGL750 15 7 Optional 2 Contemporary 
Europe 

Politics of the 
Environment 

ENVS525 15 7 Optional 1 Contemporary 
Europe 

Identity, Power 
and Society: 

HLAC505 15 7 Optional 1 Contemporary 
Europe 
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Contemporary 
Critical Theory 
and Discourse 

POLI133 15 Optional Contemporary 
Europe 

Comparative 
Peace Processes 

7 2 

Problems in 
Political Theory 

POLI352 15 6 Optional 2 Contemporary 
Europe 

Politics in Action 
Advanced 
Placement 
Scheme 

POLI500 15 7 Optional 2 Contemporary 
Europe 

Quantitative 
Methods and 
World Politics 

POLI510 15 7 Optional 2 Contemporary 
Europe 

Brexit and 
Beyond 

POLI522 15 7 Optional 2 Contemporary 
Europe 

Anti-Colonial 
Legacies in 
International 
Politics 

POLI526 15 7 Optional 2 Contemporary 
Europe 

Business and the 
Environment 

ENVS470 15 7 Optional 2 Contemporary 
Europe 

International 
Record Keeping 

HIST561 15 7 Optional 2 Contemporary 
Europe 

Political 
Science 
Dissertation 

POLI531 60 7 Required Summer Contemporary 
Europe 

Students take 30 credits of optional modules in semester one, and 30 credits of optional 
modules in semester two. 

Students taking the Contemporary Europe pathway will take 30 credits of optional modules 
in semester one and 30 credits of optional modules in semester two. 

*Students may take a maximum of 30 credits of Level 6 modules, and can only choose 
modules they have NOT already completed at Undergraduate level. 

POLI133 cannot be chosen if a student has previously completed POLI336 at Undergraduate 
level. 

The required dissertation will be taken over the summer vacation period. 

POLI500 is subject to a suitable placement being sourced. Students cannot register directly 
onto this module. Please contact Laura Gallon for further information via 
hlcplacements@liverpool.ac.uk and register for an alternative module which will be dropped 
once a placement is confirmed. 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND SECURITY (POIR) 

Year: 1 (full-time) 

Module Title Code Credits Level Type Semester 

International Relations POLI132 30 7 Required 1 
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Theories 
The International Politics of the 
Middle East 

POLI130 15 7 Optional 1 

Africa-China Relations in a 
Changing Global Order 

POLI305 15 6 Optional 1 

From the IRA to the Far Right: 
Understanding Political Violence 
in the Contemporary World 

POLI324* 15 6 Optional 1 

The Puzzle of Civil War POLI353* 15 6 Optional 1 
Modern Slavery, Forced Labour 
and Human Rights 

POLI521 15 7 Optional 1 

Big Data and Society: 
Foundations, Politics, and Policy 
B 

COMM752 15 7 Optional 1 

Media and Politics: Theories and 
Cases B 

COMM765 15 7 Optional 1 

Principles of International Law LAW353* 15 6 Optional 1 

Research Methods in Politics POLI116 15 7 Required 2 
Conflict Transformation POLI131 30 7 Required 2 
Comparative Peace Processes POLI133*** 15 7 Optional 2 
Humanitarian Action in Complex 
Emergencies 

POLI306 15 6 Optional 2 

International Intervention POLI321* 15 6 Optional 2 
Contemporary Politics of 
Nationalism 

POLI332 15 6 Optional 2 

Gender and Global Politics POLI349* 15 6 Optional 2 
Quantitative Methods and World 
Politics 

POLI510 15 7 Optional 2 

Global Journalism and Politics COMM748 15 7 Optional 2 
Media and Politics: Economy and 
Society B 

COMM763 15 7 Optional 2 

Crisis and Change in Human 
Geography 

ENVS434** 15 7 Optional 3 

Masters Dissertation POLI119**** 60 7 Required Summer 

Students take 30 credits of required modules and 30 credits of optional modules in Semester 
1. 

Students take 45 credits of required modules and 15 credits of optional modules in Semester 
2 

*Students may take a maximum of 30 credits of Level 6 modules, and can only choose 
modules they have NOT already completed at Undergraduate level. 

**ENVS434 is a ‘year-long’ module and represents 7.5 credits in each semester / 15 credits 
in total. 

***POLI133 cannot be chosen if a student has previously completed POLI336 at 
Undergraduate level. 

****POLI119 is taken in the summer vacation period. 

Students may take optional modules from other relevant subject areas with approval of the 
Subject Lead. 

Students can take any optional module not listed with the permission of the subject lead. 

8 | P a g e 



  
 

 
 

 
  

      
  

 
     

      
       

 
   

 
 

 
 

  

  
 

    
 

 

    
  

     

    
   

     

      
 

     

     

       
   

   
     

   
   

 

     

   
 

     

        
      

         
        
    

 
     

       
   

 
     

         
    

  
     

      
   

  
     

    
 

     

      
 

              
           

 
            

          
 

            
  

Year: 1 (part-time) 

International Relations 
Theory 

POLI132 30 7 Required 1 

Conflict Transformation POLI131 30 7 Required 2 

All modules are required. 

Year: 2 (part-time) 

Module Title Code Credits Level Type Semester 

The International Politics of the 
Middle East 

POLI130 15 7 Optional 1 

Africa-China Relations in a 
Changing Global Order 

POLI305 15 6 Optional 1 

From the IRA to the Far Right: 
Understanding Political Violence 
in the Contemporary World 

POLI324* 15 6 Optional 1 

Civil War Puzzle POLI353* 15 6 Optional 1 
Modern Slavery, Forced Labour 
and Human Rights 

POLI521 15 7 Optional 1 

Big Data and Society: 
Foundations, Politics, and Policy 
B 

COMM752 15 7 Optional 1 

Media and Politics: Theories and 
Cases B 

COMM765 15 7 Optional 1 

Principles of International Law LAW353* 15 6 Optional 1 

Research Methods in Politics POLI116 15 7 Required 2 
Comparative Peace Processes POLI133** 15 7 Optional 2 
Humanitarian Action in Complex 
Emergencies 

POLI306 15 6 Optional 2 

International Intervention POLI321* 15 6 Optional 2 
Contemporary Politics of 
Nationalism 

POLI332 15 6 Optional 2 

Gender and Global Politics POLI349* 15 6 Optional 2 
Quantitative Methods and World 
Politics 

POLI510 15 7 Optional 2 

Global Journalism and Politics COMM748 15 7 Optional 2 
Media and Politics: Economy and 
Society B 

COMM763 15 7 Optional 2 

Crisis and Change in Human 
Geography 

ENVS434*** 15 7 Optional 3 

Dissertation POLI119**** 60 7 Required 3 

Students take 30 credits of optional modules in Semester 1. Students take 15 credits of 
required modules and 15 credits of optional modules in Semester 2 

*Students may take a maximum of 30 credits of Level 6 modules, and can only choose 
modules they have NOT already completed at Undergraduate level. 

**POLI133 cannot be chosen if a student has previously completed POLI336 at 
Undergraduate level. 
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***ENVS434 is a ‘year-long’ module and represents 7.5 credits in each semester / 15 credits 
in total. 

****POLI119 is taken in the summer vacation period. 

Students may take optional modules from other relevant subject areas with approval of the 
Subject Lead. 

Students can take any optional module not listed with the permission of the subject lead. 

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION AND POLICY (MPAP) 

Year: 1 (full-time) 

Module Title Code Credits Level Type Semester 

Public Administration and 
Policy Research Skills and 
Methods 

POLI551 15 7 Required 1 

Understanding Public 
Administration and Policy 

POLI552 15 7 Required 1 

Navigating Normative Issues 
in Public Administration and 
Policy 

POLI553 15 7 Required 1 

Modern Slavery, Forced Labour 
and Human Rights 

POLI521 15 7 Optional 1 

The International Politics of the 
Middle East 

POLI130 15 7 Optional 1 

Advanced Topics in Electoral 
Research 

POLI518 15 7 Optional 1 

Africa-China Relations in a 
Changing Global Order 

POLI305 15 6 Optional 1 

Innovations in Public Policy POLI554 15 7 Required 2 

When Government Fails: 
Public Policy Failures and 
How to Avoid Them 

POLI555 15 7 Required 2 

Crisis Leadership in Public 
Life 

POLI556 15 7 Required 2 

Politics in Action: Placement 
Scheme 

POLI500* 15 7 Optional 2 

Public Policy: Advanced 
Introduction 

POLI310 15 6 Optional 2 

Gender and Global Politics POLI349 15 6 Optional 2 
Comparative Peace Processes POLI133 15 7 Optional 2 
Brexit and Beyond POLI522 15 7 Optional 2 
International Interventions POLI321 15 6 Optional 2 
The Formal and Informal 
Institutions of Public 
Administration and Governance 

POLI557 15 7 Optional 2 

Political Public 
Administration Dissertation 

POLI550 60 7 Required 3 

Students take 45 credits of required modules and 15 credits of optional modules in Semester 

10 | P  a  g e  



  
 

   
 

               
      

 
          

           
   

 
          
   

 
            

  
 

 
 

 
 

  

  
 

     

  
  

      

   
    

 

     

      
   
    

    

      

    
 

     

  
 

     

         
        

        
       

  
   

  

     

 
           

 
         

     
 

                 
         

 
           

           
   

 
            

 
 

 
 

1 and 2. 

Students may take a maximum of 30 credits of Level 6 modules, as long as they have not 
taken them previously at undergraduate level. 

POLI500 is subject to a suitable placement being sourced and students cannot register 
directly on to this module. Students should contact Laura Gallon at lgallon@liverpool.ac.uk to 
register their interest. 

POLI550 Politics Public Administration Dissertation is required and will take place over the 
summer vacation period 

Students may take optional modules from other relevant subject areas with approval of the 
Subject Lead. 

Year: 1 (part-time) 

Module Title Code Credits Level Type Semester 

Understanding Public 
Administration and Policy 

POLI552 15 7 Required 1 

Navigating normative issues 
in Public Administration and 
Policy 

POLI553 15 7 Required 1 

When Government fails: 
Public Policy Failures and 
how to avoid them 

POLI555 15 7 Required 2 

Politics in Action: Placement 
Scheme 

POLI500* 15 7 Optional 2 

Public Policy: Advanced 
Introduction 

POLI310 15 6 Optional 2 

Gender and Global Politics POLI349 15 6 Optional 2 
Comparative Peace Processes POLI133 15 7 Optional 2 
Brexit and Beyond POLI522 15 7 Optional 2 
International Interventions POLI321 15 6 Optional 2 
The Formal and Informal 
Institutions of Public 
Administration and Governance 

POLI557 15 7 Optional 2 

Part-time Year 1 Students take 30 credits of required modules in Semester 1 

Part-time Year 1 Students take 15 credits of required modules and 15 credits of optional 
modules in Semester 2. 

Students may take a maximum of 30 credits of Level 6 modules (across both years), as long 
as they have not taken them previously at undergraduate level. 

* POLI500 is subject to a suitable placement being sourced and students cannot register 
directly on to this module. Students should contact Laura Gallon at lgallon@liverpool.ac.uk to 
register their interest. 

Students may take optional modules from other relevant subject areas with approval of the 
Subject Lead. 
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Year: 2 (part-time) 

Module Title Code Credits Level Type Semester 

Public Administration and 
Policy research skills and 
methods 

POLI551 15 7 Required 1 

Modern Slavery, Forced Labour 
and Human Rights 

POLI521 15 7 Optional 1 

The International Politics of the 
Middle East 

POLI130 15 7 Optional 1 

Advanced Topics in Electoral 
Research 

POLI518 15 7 Optional 1 

Africa-China Relations in a 
Changing Global Order 

POLI305 15 6 Optional 1 

2Innovations in Public Policy POLI554 15 7 Required 

Crisis leadership in public life POLI556 15 7 Required 2 
Politics Public Administration 
Dissertation 

POLI550 60 7 Required 3 

Part-time Year 2 Students take 15 credits of required modules and 15 credits of optional 
modules in Semester 1. 

Part-time Year 2 Students take 30 credits of required modules in Semester 2. 

*Students may take a maximum of 30 credits of Level 6 modules (across both years), as long 
as they have not taken them previously at undergraduate level. 

POLI550 Politics Public Administration Dissertation is required in the summer of Year 2. 

Students may take optional modules from other relevant subject areas with approval of the 
Subject Lead. 

MASTERS OF RESEARCH (PWIR) 

Year: 1 (full-time) 

Module Title Code Credits Level Type Semester Pathways 

International 
Relations Theory 

POLI132 30 7 Required 1 

Feasibility Study HLAC503 30 7 Required 1 
MRes Dissertation HLAC501 120 7 Required 2 

All modules are required. 

Year: 1 (part-time) 

Module Title Code Credits Level Type Semester Pathways 

International POLI132 30 7 Required 1 
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Relations Theory 
Historical Practice HLAC503 30 7 Required 2 

All modules in Year 1 are required. 

Year: 2 (part-time) 

Module Title Code Credits Level Type Semester Pathways 

MRes Dissertation HLAC501 120 7 Required 3 

All modules in Year 2 are required. 

13 | P  a  g e  




