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LINC SYNAPSE AWARD
Application and Agreement Form
	Guidelines for completing your application

	[bookmark: _Hlk129858463]Objective: 
The Liverpool Interdisciplinary Neuroscience Centre has established the LINC Synapse Award, a pump priming research fund which brings together neuroscience researchers from different disciplines, who have not previously worked together. LINC Synapse Awards will support the generation of pilot or proof-of-principle data which will lead to competitive grant and fellowship applications. We particularly want to support Early Career Researchers.
Each LINC Synapse Award will be awarded in alignment with the nine LINC Themes, with a call to be announced in time for each of the LINC Theme Workshops across 2025-26 and 2026-27.
2025-2026 Workshops
· Neuro-infection and Inflammation 24 September 2025
· Epilepsy 18 December 2025
· Neuro-oncology and Surgery 18 March 2026
· Mental Illness date TBC June 2026

	Application process
[bookmark: _Hlk135392597]Projects should be costed via the lead UoL applicant’s Institute Finance Team, not RSO. 
If NHS costings are required, contact the Joint Research Office (email: contact@lhpjro.nhs.uk), however, in recognition of the timescale, approximate costs will suffice in time for the deadline. 

All applications must have approval from relevant Heads of Department to confirm the remaining costs of the project (e.g. overheads) will be covered by the Dept.

[bookmark: _Hlk135392781]A completed, signed version of the application form should be submitted to LINC@liverpool.ac.uk by close of play Friday 24 October 2025.

	Research Theme 
	Deadlines

	Neuro infection & inflammation  
	Application deadline: close of play Friday 24 October 2025 
Panel decision: Friday 7 November 
Spend deadline: 31 March 2026 

	Epilepsy  
 
	Application deadline: close of play Monday 19 January 2026 
Panel decision: Friday 6 February 
Spend deadline: 31 July 2026 

	Neuro-oncology & Surgery
	Application deadline: close of play Monday 20 April 2026 
Panel decision: Friday 1 May 2026 
Spend deadline: TBC 

	Mental Illness  
	Application deadline: 1 month after event 
Panel decision: 2 weeks after deadline 
Spend deadline: TBC 




	

	Award amount and timescale

One award of £5-10k maximum is available per theme.

See table above for project duration. 

Ethical Approval
Ethical approval must be sought and acquired, where relevant, before funding will be released.  
 
Impact
An impact report to be submitted to LINC Leadership Team within three months of project completion.  

	Eligible costs
Eligible costs include directly incurred staff, consumables and access charges for specific facilities i.e. BSU and CRF costs.  

Please note that the funding is not intended to support:

· The purchase of equipment which is not allowed under this scheme
· Costs of PI time (FEC costs) for existing University staff
· Administration costs
· Staff between posts (i.e. as bridging funds) or PhD studentships
· Continuation of normal research grants
· Costs relating to protection of intellectual property.

	Assessment criteria
Translational neuroscience projects which:
· Describe a clear strategy to address an unmet clinical need.
· Develop pilot data to support more substantive grant applications and must identify the specific funding call to target for follow-on work.
· Foster collaboration between a UoL lead applicant and at least one co-applicant who are
· partnering for the first time 
and 
· from different disciplines.
· The lead applicant must be a University of Liverpool academic (with substantive or honorary position). Early Career Researchers must demonstrate appropriate senior support for the duration of the research..
· Have a clear and achievable work plan.
· Have realistic and justified costs.


	Assessment panel
Applications will be evaluated by a panel of senior academics from Liverpool Interdisciplinary Neuroscience Centre.

Each application will be read by panel members and using the MRC Peer Reviewers Handbook Scoring Matrix, scored 1-6. All scored applications will then be discussed by the full panel to decide awards.


	
This Application and Agreement Form should define the project and the work plan including the timeline, deliverables and costs. The form must be signed by the academic lead (PI), their Head of Department and any external partners. Any external partner(s) must complete the section on their contribution to confirm their involvement and commitment (in-kind and/or cash contribution). The form contains the University’s standard terms and conditions to be accepted by any external partner which in the event the project is funded will act as the agreement between both parties for the project to proceed. Further negotiations may be required if the project is approved with reduced funding levels or if any amendments to the project details are required by the review panel. 


	



	
1. Title of project   

	



	2. Details of academic lead (PI) 

	Name:
	
	Year of PhD:
	Staff ID No:
	

	Dept:
	

	Institute:
	

	Job Title:
	

	Research discipline:
	

	3. Details of lead collaborating partner

	Name:
	
	Year of PhD:

	Dept:
	

	Institute:
	

	Job title:
	

	Research discipline:
	

	4. Additional UoL co-applicants (insert further rows if necessary)

	Name
	Job title
	Department

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	5. Any additional external collaborators

	Name
	Job title
	Company

	
	
	

	
	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk76463014]6. Lay summary A plain English (lay person’s) summary of the proposed work, explaining: 

	What is the unmet clinical/medical/ health need? (200 words maximum)
Applicants should provide a brief summary of the clinical/medical need including the size of the problem this research aims to address, who is affected and how. 


	Proposed solution (200 words maximum)
What is the scientific question is being proposed?
Why is this better than current practice?
Describe how the solution would be used in practice so that a judgement can be made on potential for uptake. 
What is the rough timescale to take it from ‘bench to bedside’?



	Supporting Evidence (200 words maximum)
What is the evidence for the feasibility of the applicant’s approach? Describe any pilot studies to support your work.  How will the project help to deliver this?
Optional: 1 page data appendix can be attached.



	Impact (200 words)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
How will this research lead to a competitive external funding application?

What are the potential applications / benefits / anticipated impact the proposed research is expected to produce, e.g. scientific, clinical, societal, clinical, economic or other impact



	7. Project Details

	Objectives and outline description of work to be carried out in the Project  
The plan of work should be clearly articulated. Include a full description of the scientific approach and analysis and include (where relevant) a power calculation;

(500 words maximum)

	Ethics/governance
Describe the ethics/ governance issues arising from this project.

(200 words maximum)

	The project must be a new collaboration which brings together different disciplines. Provide a brief description of the contribution of each member (and for external partners, state the value of any cash or ‘in kind’ contribution)
Include details of any novel collaboration of research expertise/ perspectives/ technologies/ methods.


	Length of project
Projects can commence mid November 2025, spend to be completed by 31 March 2026

	Start Date:

	End Date:


	8. External Funding and Translational Pathway

	External Funding Please indicate which external programme this application will provide pilot data for; provide the URL of the call and include the intended submission date.



	Please provide a clear pathway for continuation of the project following this award. What further investment will be needed to progress and how will this be secured to take it from ‘bench to bedside’?  



	Please provide details of Intellectual Property (IP) issues, which need to be considered.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

(60 words maximum)


	9. BUDGET: Projects should be costed via the applicant’s Institute Finance Team. Contact the Joint Research Office if NHS costings are required contact@lhpjro.nhs.uk 

	Justification and cost breakdown of staff





	Justification and cost breakdown of consumables






	Justification and cost breakdown of access to facilities. 






	TOTAL FUNDS REQUESTED

	Item
	TOTAL 

	Staff
	

	Consumables 
	

	Access to facilities
	

	Other (please specify)
	

	TOTAL
	


	10. Applicant signatures

		Signed:
	
	Name:
	
	Date:
	

	Lead
	
	
	
	
	

	
Lead collaborating partner
	
	
	
	
	





	11. Head of Department declaration

	
	As Head of Department, I am aware of this application and have given the proposed project my support.

Comments:





	HoD Signed:

	
	Name:
	
	Date:
	

	HoD Signed:
	
	Name:
	
	Date:
	


 


	Return applications to:                                     
	Rosie Corbin (LINC Manager)
	E-mail: LINC@liverpool.ac.uk 



Deadline for all applications: 12pm Monday 24 October 2025



	

	Declaration

	· I confirm that the above information is correct and if the funding is approved by the University this will constitute the Agreement made between the University and the external collaborating partner to undertake the work. 
· If the award is approved, the partners are required to put in place a collaboration agreement before commencing the project. The agreement would cover confidentiality, ownership rights, publication. etc… The University of Liverpool Spinout and Intellectual Property policy can be found here  
· If funded, I understand that upon successful completion of the Project an end of grant report must be completed and returned to the LINC Leadership Team.
· I will inform the LINC Manager (Rosie Corbin) of any delays or proposed changes to the agreed project delivery, provide updates as requested and confirm completion of work with them. 
· I understand that I may be required to respond to periodic requests for updates on further funding, publications and promotions.
· I hereby confirm that I have read and accept the terms and conditions shown below.

	

	Signed:
	
	Name:
	
	Date:
	


For UoL Academic Lead:
(in acknowledgement)
	Signed:
	
	Name:
	
	Date:
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



For the UoL Lead Collaborator:


		Signed:
	
	Name:
	
	Date:
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



For the External Collaborating Partner (If applicable):
(the Partner)



[bookmark: _Hlk181634142][bookmark: _Hlk75260572]LINC SYNAPSE Award Terms and Conditions	Comment by Corbin, Rosie: Updated using Harmonised IAA application form T&Cs. Check with Tansi Kohdi 23.9.25
The University of Liverpool (the “University”), acting through the Liverpool Interdisciplinary Neuroscience Centre (“LINC”), wishes to contribute the sum indicated in this Application and Agreement Form (the “Form”) to support the proposed activity / project outlined above (the “Project”) to be conducted by the University in the interests of promoting knowledge exchange and collaborative working with you (the “Partner”), under the following terms and conditions. Hereinafter the University and the Partner shall be singularly known as a “Party” and jointly as the “Parties”. IT IS HEREBY AGREED AS FOLLOWS:
	
1.	These terms and conditions shall become effective only if the Project is funded and then from the date of the award letter notification (the “Effective Date”).  Either Party may terminate this Agreement on 30 days prior written notice to the other. In any event the University shall cease conducting the Project within maximum of 12 months of approval or before 28th February 2027, whichever is sooner. The duration of these Terms and Conditions may be extended by the mutual agreement of the Parties in writing.
2.	The University will contribute the sum indicated on the Form in exchange for a contribution to the Project by the Partner, as detailed in the Form.
3.	The Parties may disclose information concerning its operations to each other in the course of the Project. Such information will be held in strict confidence by both Parties and its staff and shall not be used by either except in connection with the Project. This restriction does not apply to information which is or at the time of disclosure has become public knowledge through no act or default of the Parties or its staff.
4.	The Partner recognises that the University may wish to publish the results of the Project in accordance with normal academic practice.  
[bookmark: _Hlk116903455]5.	All pre-existing information and know-how used in connection with the Project shall remain the property of the Party introducing the same.  All rights in intellectual property such as patents and copyright arising in the course of the Project shall vest in the University.  
6.	Whilst the University will use all reasonable endeavours to ensure the accuracy of the work performed and of any information given, it gives no warranty, express or implied, as to accuracy or fitness for purpose and will not be held responsible for any consequence arising out of any inaccuracies or omissions.
7.	The Parties agree and declare that no liability whatsoever either direct or indirect, whether in contract, tort (including negligence) or otherwise shall rest upon the University for the effects of any product or process that may be produced or adopted by the Partner or any other party notwithstanding that the formulation of such product or process may be based upon the findings of the Project.
8.	Neither Party shall be liable to the other for any death or injury unless caused by the negligence of that Party, nor shall it be liable to the other for any other loss or damage whatsoever unless it is caused by its wilful default.
[bookmark: _Hlk190865193]9.	The University’s liability to the Partner for any loss or damage arising from the Project shall not exceed the amount to be contributed by the partner as specified on the Form.
10.	The Partner shall indemnify the University against all loss damage costs and expenses awarded against or incurred by the University in connection with any claim relating to product liability which is in any way connected with the Project, whether such claim is in contract tort (including negligence) or otherwise.
11.	The Partner shall not assign or sub-contract the Project without the written permission of the University.
12.	These Terms and Conditions shall be governed by and construed in accordance with English law and shall be subject to the jurisdiction of the English Courts.
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