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Overview

1. Why make a poster?

2. What information do you put on a poster?

3. How to lay out a poster.

4. Presenting a poster. 



Why make a poster?



Why make a poster?

• Posters are a great way to summarise your projects.

• Posters are one of the main ways that you will present your work when 

attending conferences.

• For these reasons, you should make sure your poster is of good quality.





What information goes on a poster?



What information goes on a poster?

• Title

• Introduction / Background (Include Hypothesis / Aim)

• Methods

• Results

• Conclusion / Discussion

• References



What information goes on a poster?

• Title

• Introduction / Background (Include Hypothesis / Aim)

• Methods

• Results

• Conclusion / Discussion

• References

Other important information:

• Authors (and institutions)

• Logos (university, funders etc)

• Email address, social media, (QR code?)

• Acknowledgements, conflicts of interest

• Sources of funding



What is the best way to lay out a poster?

Check the conference/course website!



What is the best way to lay out a poster?



What is the best way to lay out a poster?



Where to start?

• Portrait or landscape?

• PowerPoint, Apple Keynote, 

CorelDRAW, Corel PaintShop Pro, 

Inkscape

• Dimensions

A0 = Width: 84.111 cm
 Height: 118.913 cm



Title should be the largest font 
size on the poster

Authors: everyone that contributed to the work
Affiliations of all the authors (contact details)

Where to start?

• Title

 Statements rather than questions

• Authors

• Affiliations 

 Organisations of authors, where 

the work took place, contact details



The main body

• Logical structure

• Concise - too much text is off-putting!

• Sub-headings

Title should be the largest font 
size on the poster

Authors: everyone that contributed to the work
Affiliations of all the authors (contact details)

Introduction

Materials & Methods

Results Conclusion



The main body

• Logical structure

• Concise - too much text is off-putting!

• Sub-headings

Title should be the largest font 
size on the poster

Authors: everyone that contributed to the work
Affiliations of all the authors (contact details)

Introduction

Materials & Methods

Results Conclusion

Short background on your topic to add context to the work.  
State your objectives and why your work is novel in its field.

Basic parameters, settings, inclusion/exclusion criteria, 
statistical techniques etc.

Data analysis. Only results that answer the stated hypothesis. 
Large figures.

Conclusions must arise from the results and answer 
hypothesis posed in the introduction. List any improvements, 
limitations and possible future work resulting from this 
project. 

References / Acknowledgements / Funding sources
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The main body

• Templates / colour scheme

Title should be the largest font 
size on the poster

Authors: everyone that contributed to the work
Affiliations of all the authors (contact details)

Introduction

Materials & Methods

Results Conclusion



Conclusion

Introduction

Materials & Methods

Results

The main body

• Templates / colour scheme

Title should be the largest font 
size on the poster

Authors: everyone that contributed to the work
Affiliations of all the authors (contact details)



Conclusion

Introduction

Materials & Methods

Results

The main body

• Templates / colour scheme

• Font size

• Main title   82

• Authors   54

• Affiliations   28

• Subheadings  54

• Main body text  40

• Figure legends etc. 28

Title should be the largest font 
size on the poster

Authors: everyone that contributed to the work
Affiliations of all the authors (contact details)



Conclusion

Introduction

Materials & Methods

Results

The main body

• Templates / colour scheme

• Font size

• Main title   82

• Authors   54

• Affiliations   28

• Subheadings  54

• Main body text  40

• Figure legends etc. 28

• Figures

• Printing

Title should be the largest font 
size on the poster

Authors: everyone that contributed to the work
Affiliations of all the authors (contact details)



Presenting the poster

• Check you have a means to put the poster on the poster boards.

• Check which session you are presenting in.

• Think about what you are going to say about your poster!!!

• Be friendly and approachable

• 5-7 min presentation

• Guide the reader through sections

• Be concise

• Highlight the main points

• Practice!!!

• Don’t rush!

• Think about potential questions

• Don’t wing it!



Good or Bad?



1. Too much text (Mission to push for 800 words).
2. Background image is distracting (distracts from illustrations).
3. Text box backgrounds - dark, text hard to read.
4. Text box backgrounds - different colours, distracting.
5. Text boxes - different widths, distracting, hard to follow flow of poster.
6. Some text boxes too wide (aim for 45-65 characters per line).
7. Text boxes not separated from each other by pleasing “white” space.
8. Text box edges not aligned - distracting.
9. Text justified, which causes bad inter-word spacing. Also makes reading harder (brain uses jaggedness of left-justified text).
10. Logos are distracting, useless, crowd title.
11. Title word art distracting - hard to read, juvenile!
12. Title is in all caps, which is harder to read and obscures Latin name.
13. Title is italicized - also obscures Latin name style conventions.
14. Author font and colour is annoying (comic sans should be reserved for comic books).
15. Author font colour is too loud relative to other text.
16. Results are presented in sentences instead of visually with charts.
17. Section headers have too much formatting (big font, bolded, italicized, underlined, and coloured).
18. Terrible graphic of guinea pig on scales. Need one of the actual set up (pigs eating while weightless, for example).
19. Inclusion of an abstract consumes space needlessly. Abstract section should be banned from posters. Posters ARE an abstract.
20. Plus the science is terrible! 

https://colinpurrington.com/2012/02/example-of-bad-scientific-poster/

Good or Bad?

https://colinpurrington.com/2012/02/example-of-bad-scientific-poster/


Good or Bad?















https://colinpurrington.com/tips/poster-design

https://colinpurrington.com/tips/poster-design








https://colinpurrington.com/tips/poster-design

https://lantsandlaminins.com/scientific-posters/

https://www.the-scientist.com/careers/poster-perfect-42000

Useful Links

https://colinpurrington.com/tips/poster-design
https://lantsandlaminins.com/scientific-posters/
https://www.the-scientist.com/careers/poster-perfect-42000


Any Questions?

janders@liverpool.ac.uk
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