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Main Concepts  
 Culture operates in symbiosis with language: it is a process, 

dynamic in nature. Learning a second language (L2) 
implies coming to terms with a second culture (C2): to 
some extent: SLA = SCA (Samovar, Porter & Jain, 1981) 

 Acculturation is part of developing essential 
communicative competence, above and beyond linguistic 
competence. Involves the performance of meanings (Tang, 
2006)  

 Highly significant in terms of learner motivation. Within 
SLA research on learner variation: socio-psychological 
variables (Gardner , 1979, 1985, 1988 etc.) 

 Acculturation does not mean losing your C1 (assimilation); 
it implies adaptation: taking on a new ‘in-between’ identity 
(Weedon, 1987; Berry, 1989; Byon, 2007) 

 

 

 



   More recently ….Thirdness 

 Kramsch (1993b; 1997) advocates a move away from 
traditional dualities (Us/Them, NS/NNS, L1/L2 etc) to a 
third space that is “by no means unitary, stable, permanent 
and homogeneous” (2009: 238) 

 Characteristics: 

 Learner constructed meanings, not imposed by ‘native 
speaker’ norms/claims of authenticity 

 Critical and interactive attitude to content and language, 
promoting comparisons and connections 

 Context sensitive: what ‘works’ locally is valid: 
multiplicity of techniques and modalities of expression 



Official view of 7th grade cultural content 
4.4.3: Identidade/Diversidade (1997: pp. 47-48) 

Objetivos: relacionar-se com a cultura anglo-

americana, questionando padrões de 

comportamento diversificados, no âmbito da área 

de experiência deste programa; manifestar, pela 

partilha de informação, ideias e opiniões, 

atitudes positivos perante universos culturais e 

socias diferenciados.  

Identity/Diversity 

Objectives: to relate to Anglo-American culture, 

questioning diverse behaviour patterns within 

the domain area of ​​this programme; 

demonstrating, by sharing information, ideas 

and opinions, positive attitudes towards cultural 

and socially differentiated universes. 



Specific guidelines … 
 Characterize your socio-cultural universe and that of others.  

 Describe and compare your family and other family groups (daily habits, relationships, 

housing, professions …) 

 Describe types of housing and relate them to their immediate environment 

 Compare the structure of your school with other schools and express opinions (the 

rooms, timetables, curricula, functions, relationships …) 

 Analyse and compare school activities/celebrations (cultural activities, sports, special 

days, school projects …) 

 Describe and compare your school and its surroundings (geographical location, 

institutions, public services …) 

 Describe services/activities in your street/suburb/city and express opinions (shops, 

cultural/sports centres) 

 



The 7th grade books in this study: 



  7th Grade Coursebooks Contents 
  New Wave Getting On Spotlight 

Unit 

1 

  

Personal ID 

Classroom language; nationalities and 

countries; words to describe people.  

People and Places 

Introducing yourself; personal information; 

describing places; likes and dislikes. 

0. Getting started 

Spotlight on culture; spotlight on English; 

classroom language; my portfolio- reading 

record 

Unit 

2 

  

Home Life 

Words related to family; professions; house-

rooms; time; routines. 

My Family 

Structure of the family; family relationships; 

other families; talking about jobs. 

1. All about me. 

Personal identification; routines & hobbies; 

daily routine; personal appearance. 

Unit 

3 

  

School 

Words related to school; rooms-facilities; 

subjects; school days; bullying. 

Lifestyles 

Routines; describing daily activities; different 

life styles; people’s qualities. 

2. The best days of your life 

School subjects, objects, timetable, rules; 

schools around the world; biographies & 

personalities. 

Unit 

4 

  

Shopping 

Words related to the city-buildings and shops; 

shopping. 

Home Life 

Typical British homes; types of housing; 

furniture; things at home; home life/house 

rules 

3. No family is like my family 

Family members, personalities; jobs; families 

around the world 

Unit 

5 

  

Sports 

Words related to indoor/outdoor sports; 

paralympic sports; typical American sports. 

School and Friends 

Types of schools; timetables and subjects; 

rooms and rules; bullying; school objects. 

4. My home is my castle 

The house; types of houses; home objects; 

rooms; animal houses; furniture; indoor 

activities & spare time. 

Unit 

6 

  

Environment 

Words related to the 3Rs; greenhouse effect; 

natural disasters; pollution. 

Going Around 

Places and buildings; transport; city and 

countryside; clothes and patterns; shops and 

products. 

5. There’s a world out there 

City v countryside; shopping, types of shop, 

clothes; activities & places in town 

Unit 

7 

  

Holidays and Hobbies 

Words related to winter/summer activities; 

months; seasons; weather conditions; means 

of transport; hobbies and interests. 

The world around us 

Sports activities; footballers; extracurricular 

activities; holidays-destinations. 

6. Let’s party! 

Customs & traditions, Halloween; Christmas 

traditions & presents; St. Valentine’s day; love 

& feelings 
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Further official guidelines [7] 

 Compare and contrast stereotypes and social conventions 

 Identify the cultural value of non-verbal forms of communication 

 Recognize your own cultural parameters in differentiated universes 

 Demonstrate empathy in relation to different forms of being and living 

 Familiarize yourself with the notion of diversity as an essential 

parameter of the characterization of social universes 

 Recognize the settings of family and school as lived spaces which 

structure the construction of an identity 
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Topic Intro: New Wave       : pp.22-23 



Topic Development:         New Wave 



 
 
Topic Intro. : Getting On    :   pp.42-3 



Topic Development:          Getting On 



Topic intro. : Spotlight         pp.38-39 



Topic Development:        Spotlight 



        Conclusions 
 It’s not about changing learner identities, it’s about 

learners being better equipped to construct their own self 
(see Risager, 2006) 

 

 English teachers and learners do not need to become 
“imperial auxiliaries” (Edge, 2006). It’s about engaging in 
the social practice of language use while taking into 
account the local context (see Pennycook, 1994) 

 

 Materials/activities should help learners become more 
aware, more reflective, more critical and more able to 
perform their own meanings: to become transcultural users 
of languages (see Zarate et al, 2008) 



 Materials/activities should help connect the learners to 
‘real world’ C2 (& C3 or C4 etc) through increased 
intercultural awareness: includes knowledge, skills, 
behaviours and attitudes (Byram et al, 2002) 

 

 Materials need to be in line with the learners’ experiences 
outside the classroom: in Portugal, a lot of EFL learning 
occurs there: does NOT mean more ‘pop culture’ 

 

 Materials should take advantage of the learners’ ‘openness’ 
to new experiences, activities and information: young 
people generally like to learn even if they don’t like to 
study. 



Thanks for being here. 
     

   

 

   Please contact me if you’d like to discuss any of the 
issues raised in this talk ...          

   My e-mail address is 

               nrhurst@letras.up.pt 

 

mailto:nrhurst@letras.up.pt

