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The big day 

 

 

 

Mr Eugene Foster, who was nearly 70 years old, lived with his wife in a large, six storey house in 

New York, on the lower East side. They had four decrepit but loyal servants. It was a particularly 

gloomy place, and few people ever came to visit them. But on this particular, blustery morning in 

January, the house came alive and there was a great deal of bustling about. One maid carried 

bundles of dust sheets to every room, while another draped them over the antique furniture. The 

butler brought down suitcases and put them in the hall. The cook kept popping out of the kitchen 

for a quick word with the butler, and Mrs Foster herself, stern looking in an old-fashioned ermine 

fur coat with a black fleece hat on her head flew from room to room  to supervise the feverish 

operations. Actually, she had thought of nothing else since they had decided to move, and now all 

she thought of was that she was going to miss her plane if her husband didn't come out of his 

room and get ready. 

© Roald Dahl 1960 
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