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Ethnographic Collecting and African
Agency in Early Colonial West Africa
A Study of Trans-Imperial Cultural Flows

Zachary Kingdon
A ground-breaking study of early collections from Africa in
museums in northwest England, with a focus on the agendas of
West Africans who helped to create them.
"Zachary Kingdon’s new book is a masterful exploration of the intricate maze of relations
between African and European donors, collectors, explorers, traders, collaborators, i
ntermediaries, entrepreneurs, friends and relatives that produced the African collections of
Liverpool’s World Museum in the early colonial period. This book is a magnificent work of
scholarship and creativity. With impressive command of highly original sources, which include
hitherto unused Museum accession records, Kingdon breaks with the culturalist essentialisations
that reduce African history to a tale of unnamed powerless 'Africans' dominated by European
imperialists. While never losing sight of how power inequalities influenced interactions and
negotiations, Kingdon's book is a history of named individuals whose characters and strategies
are reconstructed in their full complexity and, at times, ambiguity. Lucidly written and engaging,
Ethnographic Collecting and African Agency in Early Colonial West Africa is not only a major
contribution to historical knowledge, but also an absolute pleasure to read.” – Benedetta Rossi,
Reader in African Studies, University of Birmingham, UK

35% off with this flyer!
Hardback | 336 pp | December 2018 | 9781501337925 | £96.00 £62.40
The early collections from Africa in Liverpool’s World Museum reflect the city’s longstanding shipping and commercial links with
Africa’s Atlantic coast. A principal component of these collections is an assemblage of several thousand artefacts from western Africa
that were transported to institutions in northwest England between 1894 and 1916 by the Liverpool steam ship engineer Arnold
Ridyard. While Ridyard’s collecting efforts can be seen to have been shaped by the steamers’ dynamic capacity to connect widely
separated people and places, his Methodist credentials were fundamental in determining the profile of his African networks, because
they meant that he was not part of official colonial authority in West Africa. Kingdon’s study uncovers the identities of many of
Ridyard’s numerous West African collaborators and discusses their interests and predicaments under the colonial dispensation.
Against this background account, their agendas are examined with reference to surviving narratives that accompanied their donations
and within the context of broader processes of trans-imperial exchange, through which they forged new identities and statuses for
themselves and attempted to counter expressions of British cultural imperialism in the region. The study concludes with a discussion
of the competing meanings assigned to the Ridyard assemblage by the Liverpool Museum and examines the ways in which its recontextualization in museum contexts helped to efface signs of the energies and narratives behind its creation.
Zachary Kingdon is Curator of African Collections at National Museums Liverpool, UK.

Order online at www.bloomsbury.com by entering the discount code GLR MP6 on the first page at checkout
ISBN
9781501337925

Title
Ethnographic Collecting and African Agency in Early
Colonial West Africa

Discount Code*

Offer
Price

GLR MP6

£62.40

Qty

Total

Please remember to add Postage and Packaging:
P&P
UK: add £2.95 per order, for total of under £25 (including discount). Postage is free for orders of
£25 and over. Europe: add £4.50 per order + £1 per item. Rest of World: add £7.50 per order + £1 Grand Total
per item.
*

This offer is available to individuals only. Please note price and availability subject to change without notice. Discount code only valid for books showing as
available on Bloomsbury.com

Contact and Delivery Details (Please use capitals)
Name
Billing Address
City/County/Postcode
Delivery Address
(If different)
City/County/Postcode
Country
Email/Telephone

Payment Details
I enclose a cheque made payable to Macmillan Distribution (MDL)
Please debit my VISA / MASTERCARD / AMERICAN EXPRESS (circle one)
Name:
Card
Number:
CCV:

Expiry
Date:
Signature:

All credit card payments are processed by our distributor, Macmillan Distribution (MDL)
Subscribe to our e-newsletter service | sign up to receive catalogues, leaflets, and inspection copy offers by post!
Yes, sign me up to receive information via email from Bloomsbury Publishing Plc in my subject area(s) of interest. My email address is given in the form above.
Yes, sign me up to receive information by post from Bloomsbury Publishing Plc in my subject area(s) of interest. My postal address is given in the form above.
You can unsubscribe from e-newsletters or change your area(s) of interest at any time by changing your preferences in your account on Bloomsbury.com or clicking the unsubscribe link in
any newsletter. You can ask to be removed or alter your postal mailing preferences at any time by emailing contact@bloomsbury.com or writing to the Legal Department, Bloomsbury
Publishing Plc, 50 Bedford Square, London WC1B 3DP.

How to Order
UK/All other territories (orders will be processed in £ Sterling):
Mail order forms to: Macmillan Distribution Ltd, Cromwell Place, Hampshire International Business Park, Lime Tree Way, Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG24 8YJ
Order online at: www.bloomsbury.com/uk
US/South and Central America (orders will be processed in USD):
Mail order forms to: Academic Marketing, Bloomsbury USA, 1385 Broadway, 5th Floor, New York, NY 10018
Order online at: www.bloomsbury.com/us
Canada (postal orders will be processed in USD and web orders in £ Sterling):
Mail order forms to: Academic Marketing, Bloomsbury USA, 1385 Broadway, 5th Floor, New York, NY 10018
Order online at: www.bloomsbury.com/uk
AUS/NZ (orders will be processed in Aus$):
Mail order forms to: Bloomsbury Publishing Pty Ltd., Level 4, 387 George Street, Sydney NSW 2000
Order online at: www.bloomsbury.com/au
Bloomsbury Publishing Plc is committed to protecting and respecting your privacy

Bloomsbury Academic is a division of Bloomsbury Publishing Plc

For information on how we process your data, read our Privacy Policy at
www.bloomsbury.com/privacy-policy.

Registered in England No 01984336

