Steering Meeting of the Research Centre for Marine Sciences and Climate Change

 

Friday 4th December 2009 14.00-15.30, Doodson room, POL

Apologies: Steve Holloway, Chris Frid, George Wolff and Ian Bamber. 
Present: Ric Williams, Richard Burrows, Andy Plater, Jonathan Sharples, Pete Thorne, Ian Walkington and Andrew Willmott
Agenda
1. Minutes of the last meeting – Approved.
2. Reports

    a) Grant activity (awarded/under review/to be submitted) NERC, EPSRC, EU

NERC Proposals submitted: 

· Sea level change by Andy Plater   

· Heat content, sea level and overturning by Ric Williams & Chris Hughes to NERC

· Sea level changes by Svetlana (POL)

· Sediment transport by Pete Thorne (POL)

· Consortium application by Jason Holt (POL)

· Concept note for Consortium application by Jonathan Sharples (POL)

DEFRA support to illustrate climate variability using past aerial photographs of the Sefton coastline. Project to be conducted by Dr Andy Heath supported by DEFRA funding obtained by Graham Lymbery, Sefton Council.
    b) Feedback on NERC review panels (work plan, impact plan)

Feedback from panel members (Claire Mahaffey, Jonathan Sharples), many proposals not supported due to proposed measurements not delivering aims of the proposal. Impact plans are separately assessed by 2 dedicated panel members from Industry.

    c) Workshops/meetings that have taken place

Town and Gown meeting on 8 October, presentations on climate change 
and sea level by Ric Williams and Phil Woodworth, also contributions from Andy Plater and Tim Greenshaw. The VC, Bishop James and local civic leaders attended.

Outcomes from this meeting were very useful. Andy Plater developed areas of engagement with Christine Derbyshire from the Liverpool Council: assessment of risk and vulnerability of coastal cities to be assessed by a NERC studentship; downscaling general climate model outputs to Merseyside, to be assessed via Economic and Social Research Council, £3000; aspiration for a co-funded post between the City Council and University to assess climate change impacts. To convey this activity, a new web page is to be developed detailing this local engagement.

3. Funding of Research Centre and Report of the Research Centre

£1500 supported from the Dean to support the Symposium and a Workshop. Report sent to the Dean.

4. Meetings/workshops to take place

 Liverpool Marine Symposium on Monday 25th January 2010 focussing on climate change and marine renewable contributions to energy (Ian Walkington, Ric Williams, Pete Thorne, Judith Wolff)

Speakers



· Phil Woodworth (POL) – Sea level rise and  IPCC assessments

· Tim Woollings (Reading) – Storm Track and Jet Stream changes?

· Tim Greenshaw (Liverpool) – UK energy demands for the next century

· Tim Stallard  (Manchester)  – Wave and tidal stream systems
· Ian Walkington (POL) – Tidal Energy  

· David Prandle (Independent) – Sediment suspension and transport 

· Ian Archibald (Shell, Ellsemere) - Biofuel and animal feed products from marine microalgae growth.
Possible workshop (1/2 day) on climate signals linking researchers in POL, SES and Vets.

Outreach Plans

Climate change primer to Anglican clergy in Merseyside on Saturday 20th February 2010. Climate change and sea level seminars at POL to the Archbishop of Liverpool on 10th March 2010.

5. Green Economy incubation network (Andy Plater)

New initiative of breakfast meetings to stimulate discussion of the Green Economy.

6. University support of Fellowships in DEOS

No news or updates.

7. Research themes in the University Research Strategy Group

Two themes proposed: Living with Climate Change and Energy needs. Recommendation that Geo-engineering is included within these.

8. Any updates with regard NERC priorities and funding outlook  

A Marine Strategy is being developed including priorities in how marine ecosystems function and the response to climate change.

9. NERC is undergoing a strategic refresh of its policies
NERC theme leader for Climate Systems, Dr Richard Wood, will be visiting Liverpool in the spring 2010.

10. Date of the next meeting

Monday 8th March 2010, 2-3.30PM
