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Overview
Writing learning outcomes is the first step 
in creating your teaching. Whether for a 
single session, a module you’re leading, 
or a complete programme, learning 
outcomes form the foundation of what 
you want to teach and how your students 
learn.

Bloom’s taxonomy (1956) of different 
objectives and skills includes six levels 
of learning that  can help you structure 
effective learning outcomes, teaching 
activities and assessments (“Bloom’s 
Taxonomy | Center for Teaching | 
Vanderbilt University,” n.d.).    

Benefits
Using Bloom’s taxonomy allows you to link your 
outcomes to the tasks you want your students to 
demonstrate. It also can act as a guide on what level of 
learning you want your students to achieve.

This can be linked to Biggs’ theory (2005) of constructive 
alignment. This refers to students being able to construct 
meaning by engaging in learning activities designed by 
the teacher, who aligns activities and assessments with 
desired learning outcomes. In this way, both students 
and teachers understand the purpose of the learning 
(“Using Bloom’s Taxonomy to Write Effective Learning 
Objectives | Teaching Innovation &amp; Pedagogical 
Support,” n.d.).

Anderson and Krathwohl’s revised Bloom’s taxonomy 
(2001) is more relevant for analysing student cognitive 
skills and includes these 6 areas, increasing in 
complexity: (“Anderson and Krathwohl - Bloom’s 
Taxonomy Revised - The Second Principle,” n.d.)
(see overleaf)

• Combining parts to make a 
new wholeCreate

• Judging the value of 
information or ideasEvaluate

• Breaking down information 
into component partsAnalyse

• Applying the facts, rules, 
concepts, and ideasApply

• Understanding what the 
facts meanUnderstand

• Recognising and recalling 
factsRemember
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Verb guides based on Bloom’s taxonomy can help 
you decide what verbs are best to describe what you 
want your students to achieve. The image above will 
give you ideas about what verbs to include in your 
outcomes, and also about what type of activities you 
would like your students to carry out.

When writing session or module outcomes, it 
can often be helpful for external examiners and 
students to see how they align to your assessment or 
programme outcomes. External examiners are then 
able to see a consistent learning experience through 
a programme and students are able to see how the 
skills learnt can map against future employment or 
further education.

Challenges

Can you help us improve this resource or suggest a future 

one? Do you need this resource in an alternative format? 

Please contact us at cie@liverpool.ac.uk

Additional resources & references

www.liverpool.ac.uk/centre-for-innovation-in-education/

resources/all-resources/learning-outcomes-blooms-verb-

guide.html

Author: Ben McGrae

Using Bloom’s isn’t a case of progressing up 
the hierarchy in sequence. You don’t have to 
restrict yourself to the lower levels in the early 
part of a module or programme, or to the 
higher levels in later stages.  

For instance, you could introduce a new 
concept in a third year module which would 
require your students to Understand before 
they could Evaluate. The focus of each session 
should be on what you as a teacher want 
the students to learn and for the students to 
understand.

Putting it into practice

• Develop, Adapt, Arrange, Collect, 
Combine, Design, Modify, Organise, Plan, 
Propose, Construct, Generate

Create
• Evaluate, Debate, Recommend, Interpret, 

Decide, Justify, Rate, Defend, Revise, 
Determine, Score, Select, Value

Evaluate

• Analyse, Sort, Categorise, Investigate, 
Compare, Debate, Differentiate, Examine, 
Criticise, Establish, Verify

Analyse

• Apply, Modify, Build, Construct, Solve, 
Report, Show, Produce, Complete, 
Practice, Use, Illustrate, Develop

Apply

• Explain, Confirm, Infer, Relate, Convert, 
Discuss, Match, Describe, Estimate, 
Paraphrase, Predict, Outline

Understand

• Label, Write, Outline, Draw, Locate, 
Select, Outline, Write, List, Recite, 
Name, Record, Repeat

Remember Text reading, Bookmarking, Copying, Highlighting, 
Searching

Compiling portfolio, Tweeting, Tagging content, 
Subscribing, Annotating, Advanced searching

Operating, Sharing, Editing, Uploading, Hacking, 
Playing

Reporting, Surveying, Debating, Arguing, Conclude, 
Mind mapping, Reflecting

Peer reviewing, Grading, Testing, Posting 
comments, Moderation, Editing, Collaborating

Blogging, Audio/Video recording, Podcasting, 
Directing, Publishing
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