Session Title:
‘Assessment nightmare’

Overview of session

This session aimed to familiarise or remind the participants with the importance of good assessment
specification design, Vital design and useful feedback.

Groups entered the game area already in possession of some crystals. They were given a task in the
style of an escape room and were asked to find various pieces of the specification by navigating
through the VITAL page and solving different puzzles. Then they needed to complete the assessment
and upload it.

The design of the VITAL page reflected bad design practice, which can distract and confuse the
participants. During the task, groups were able to earn crystals by completing tasks and also spend
their crystals to buy good feedback (or hints) from the facilitators. They were even able to buy the
assessment!

At the end, each group was given time to reflect on how the assessment specification, feedback and
VITAL deign might impact on students’ engagement and performance.

Resources used on the day:

e VITAL
e Boxes with padlocks
e Mobile devices

Further reading/learning
e Locked in Learning

http://www.leedstrinity.ac.uk/blogs/leeds-trinity-escape-rooms

e Can You Escape? Creating an Escape Room to Facilitate Active Learning.

https://ovidsp.dc2.ovid.com/sp-
3.33.0b/ovidweb.cgi?WebLinkFrameset=1&S=FENMFPJCMCEBFMJLIPCKLFBFODEDAAOQOO&return
Url=ovidweb.cgi%3f%26Full%2bText%3dL%257cS.sh.22.23%257c0%257c01709760-201803000-
00015%265%3dFENMFPJCMCEBFMJLIPCKLFBFODEDAAQO&directlink=https%3a%2f%2fovidsp.dc
2.ovid.com%2fovftpdfs%2fFPEBJPBFLFJLMC00%2ffs047%2fovft%2flive%2fgv024%2f01709760%2
f01709760-201803000-
00015.pdf&filename=Can+You+Escape%3f+Creating+an+Escape+Room+to+Facilitate+Active+Lea
rning.&pdf key=FPEBJPBFLFJLMCO00&pdf index=/fs047/ovft/live/gv024/01709760/01709760-
201803000-00015

o Designing effective feedback processes in higher education
http://library.liv.ac.uk/record=b5591779~S8
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