Deep Sea Islands of Innovation 2024: Themes overview

Session themes

Deep Sea Dive: This theme suggests an in-depth, collaborative exploration into a specific topic
in the educational context, much like a deep-sea dive where divers go into the depths of the
ocean to explore and uncover new insights.

Learning the Ropes: This phrase typically means to learn the basics or fundamentals of a
particular field or activity. The 'ropes' metaphorically refer to the essential skills or knowledge
needed in a certain area. In an educational setting, this could relate to an account of learning
basic skills or understanding fundamental concepts.

Oiling the Sails: Historically, sailors oiled sails to protect them and improve performance.
Metaphorically, this theme could be used to discuss how educational practices protect and
support students, helping them to perform well in the 'turbulent seas' of contemporary higher
education.

Hidden Treasures: This theme suggests discovering valuable insights or knowledge that isn't
immediately obvious. In education, it could refer to uncovering hidden talents in students, or
exploring subjects that reveal unexpected and valuable lessons.

Diversity of Life: This theme draws a parallel between the rich diversity of life in the deep sea
and the diverse range of ideas, cultures, and people encountered through education. It
emphasizes how education broadens our understanding of the world by exposing us to this
diversity.

Stinging Jellyfish: This could symbolize the challenges and hazards that one might encounter in
the educational journey. Just as swimmers must be wary of jellyfish in the ocean, students and
educators might need to navigate through difficult or tricky situations.

Shipwrecks: This theme might be used to discuss failures or setbacks in an educational context,
much like shipwrecks are remnants of failed voyages. It can provide a platform to explore
learning from mistakes and overcoming obstacles.

Pearls of Wisdom: Pearls are valuable and are often seen as symbols of wisdom. This theme
could be about sharing valuable insights, lessons learned, or wise practices in education.
Preserving the Coral: Corals are vital to marine ecosystems but are sensitive to environmental
changes. This theme could be about maintaining core values and principles in education amidst
rapid technological changes and disruptions, similar to preserving coral reefs in changing ocean
environments.

Session format and length:
We are flexible as to the session formats you intend to submit and suggest the following session lengths:

45 mins for an active workshop
30 mins for a presentation or an active task
15 mins for a lightning talk
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