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LivSURF Project Brief: Analysing discussions of 'exotic' foods on Reddit
Based in Faculty
Humanities & Social Sciences
Based in School / Academy
School of the Arts
Project Length
6 - 8 weeks
Project Abstract
This project focuses on discussions of exotic foods on Reddit. Selected posts from the r/Cooking, r/AskTheWorld and r/AskChina subreddits will be analysed (e.g.,Are there any animals/meats that Westerners eat which Chinese people consider strange or taboo?), along with their associated comments. The project ties in with my previous work on culinary xenophobia (e.g., the rise in Anti-Asian racism during the COVID-19 pandemic; Kania 2023) and will make use of corpus-assisted critical discourse analysis. This means combining basic quantitative analyses (e.g., word frequencies and keywords) with qualitative analyses which tap into peoples opinions and aspects such as cultural identity in more detail. Analyses will be done using AntConc and NVivo, which students can learn to use as part of the project. 
Kania, U. (2023)˜They really eat anything don't they? Pronoun use in COVID-19-related Anti-Asian racism. In L. Paterson (ed.). The Routledge Handbook of Pronouns. London: Routledge, pp. 333-349.
Research Questions
1.	What themes/discourses are prevalent in Reddit users discussions of exotic foods?
2.	How do the findings tie in with previous work on how people discuss exotic foods (with a focus on previous discourse studies on online and offline spaces)?
3.	In particular, how prevalent are instances of culinary xenophobia and (how) are they challenged by other users?
4.	How are the discussions shaped by the particular affordances of the online platform Reddit, and specific subreddits (e.g., most Reddit users are from Western, English-speaking countries, but the /ask China subreddit is for questions specifically directed to Chinese people)?
Student Development
Although previous experience with corpus linguistics and/or critical discourse analysis and relevant software (AntConc, Nvivo) is desirable, training in these areas can be offered as part of the project. In addition to this, students will gain experience in the areas of self-management, research management and team-work. Furthermore, students will of course be appropriately recognised for their contributions to research.
Essential Criteria
• Essential Criteria: communication, teamwork, data analysis, coding
Course Requirements
English Language, Linguistics, Cultural Studies, Media Studies or related discipline
Supervisor Support
As a student, you will be supported as follows: supervision can be f2f, online, or hybrid - I will be available Mon-Fri for queries, and will schedule quick check-in meetings at least once a week (in addition to an induction meeting at the start)
Ethical Review
This project is project is conditional on an ethics approval.
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