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Guidance Notes

This catalogue provides key details of optional modules in the Department of 
Archaeology, Classics and Egyptology (ACE) running in 2021/22 to help inform your 
choices.  On many programmes within the School it is possible for students take 
modules from other subject areas.  Students are strongly encouraged to consider the 
full range of optional modules available to them, and not just those that are ‘hosted’ 
by their own department. Taking modules from other subject areas will help to 
broaden your knowledge and develop your academic skills in different ways.  You will 
interact with a wider range of students studying other, often complementary, 
disciplines.

Note that information on language modules in Ancient Greek and Latin are listed at 
the end of the catalogue.

In all cases, please check your programme structure carefully to ensure you are only 
choosing modules which are available to the programme you are registered on – or 
will be registered on in 2021/22.  All students must register for 120 credits of 
modules in each year of study – 60 credits in each semester.  

For further information on individual modules, please contact the module convenor 
directly.



Archaeology, Classics 
and Egyptology  



Year Two 



Module Convenor:
Dr Alan Greaves (Greaves@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
War was a regrettable yet ubiquitous fact of ancient civilisation. This module provides a 
diachronic and cross-cultural comparative study of warfare as practiced in Bronze Age and 
‘Classical’ (i.e. Greco-Roman) East Mediterranean. This module is to be an examination of 
six identified cross-cultural themes that emphasise the relationship between warfare and 
key aspects of ancient civilisation:

Technology & Sources: the technology and available evidence for war
Tactics: developments in warfare methods and battlefield archaeology
Socio-Economic: the social impacts of war, logistics and the economy
Infrastructure: defensive architecture and the support mechanisms of warfare
Death & Commemoration: dying & injury, treatment of the dead, memory
Religion & Ethics: religious, moral, diplomatic and legal concept of war.

These themes will be explored in relation to three case-study cultures (Archaic & Classical 
Greece, Egypt and the Roman Empire). This module also examines the archaeology of 
warfare, its methods and practice, through these cultures.

Module Title:
Ancient Warfare 

Module code: 
ALGY210

Employability skills:
Research skills; academic writing; presentation skills 

Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment:
70% Essay; 30% Data Response Exercise



Module Convenor:
Dr Magnus Widell (M.Widell@liverpool.ac.uk) 

Broad description of module content:
This module provides an introduction to the Akkadian language and literature. 

Module Title:
Akkadian Language 
and Literature 

Module code: 
ALGY213

Employability skills:
Reflective practice; time and project management skills 

Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment: 
100% Exam 



Module Convenor:
Dr Eleni Asouti (E.Asouti@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content: 
This module provides students with an introduction to the principles and practical 
applications of archaeobotany, the study of ancient plant remains retrieved from 
archaeological sites. Students will have the opportunity to learn hands-on how plant remains 
(wood and seeds) are analysed (including botanical identification and data analysis methods), 
what sort of information can be gained for reconstructing past plant food use, economies, 
landscapes and people-environment interactions, and how archaeobotanical research is 
integrated to fieldwork projects and post-excavation analysis. The module is delivered 
through a series of lectures and laboratory-based practical sessions. 

Module Title:
Plants and People in 
the Past: an 
introduction to 
Archaeobotany 

Module code: 
ALGY220

Employability skills:
Information skills; critical thinking; group work 

Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment:
40% Lab Portfolio; 30% Essay; 30% Lab Test



Module Convenor:
Dr Peter Hommel (Peter.Hommel@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module explores the emergence of nomadic societies and the place of pastoralists as 
active agents within wider historical processes. With its focus on the archaeology of the steppe 
zone, it is a rare opportunity for students to encounter the extraordinary archaeological record 
of Siberia and central Asia and to centre the discussion around communities who are treated 
as peripheral in most of Sino/Eurocentric stories of civilization.

The module itself covers the geoecology of continental Eurasia, reviews key phases of change 
in pre- and proto- history, deals critically with the changing relationships between pastoral 
societies and their settled agricultural neighbours, it discusses the rise of the first empires of 
the steppe and their relationship with the early Silk Road. It begins the first evidence of 
Transeurasian exchange and ends with the Xiongnu, the Kushans and the Huns. 

Module Title:
Beyond the Wall:: an introduction to 
the archaeology of Nomadism 

 Module code: 
ALGY2233 

Employability skills:
Time management; critical analysis; communication 

Credit value: 
15 

Semester: 
One

Balance of assessment:
50% Essay; 35% Group Wiki; 15% Presentation 



Module Convenor:
Professor Douglas Baird (D.Baird@liverpool.ac.uk) 

Broad description of module content:
There is nothing as certain as death and taxes’ is an old adage. Death is something we all have 
to deal with one way or another. Understanding how others deal and cope with death allows 
us to reflect on our own approaches. It also provides important insights into ritual and 
symbolism in other societies. Evidence of mortuary practices is a very regular feature of the 
archaeological record and so understanding how we might interpret them is key to the 
archaeology of every place and time. 

This module introduces students to archaeological and anthropological concepts for 
approaching mortuary practices in past societies, especially in prehistory, through the record 
of Near Eastern prehistory. It explores the diverse and striking evidence for a range of 
treatments of the dead at a time of dramatic transformation of human societies. It also 
approaches questions of whether the neolithic saw the appearance of profound changes in 
ritual and religion.

Module Title: 
Death and Burial in 
the Prehistoric Near 
East 

Module code: 
ALGY2244

Employability skills:
Research skills; oral presentation; discussion skills

Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment: 
60% Exam; 25% Essay; 15% Seminar Presentation 

Student quote: 
“Very interesting and relevant module – have thoroughly enjoyed it”



Module Convenor: 
Professor Larry Barham (l.s.barham@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content: 
 Imagine you live your life in a small group of 30-50 people who you see every day.  As a 
group  you move with the seasons to gather plants, hunt or fish. You make all the things you 
need and everyone is expected to share food, childcare and take part in decision-making.  
There are no schools, churches, shops, banks, lawyers or doctors.

Occasionally you get together with other similar groups in the area to swap news, dance 
and tell stories.  This is also a time to eye up a potential mate. (Is this your personal 
nightmare or idea of nirvana?) For most of human prehistory this is how our ancestors 
lived, or so we think based on the study of recent hunter-gatherers and the archaeological 
record.   You will be introduced to anthropological approaches to the study of current 
hunter-gatherers and be asked to consider their limitations and potential for the study of 
prehistoric hunter-gatherers.

The lectures feature classic anthropological films of rainforest and arctic peoples with a 
highlight being the handling of Inuit clothing in the Museum of World Cultures.   

There are extensive anthropological databases available to help you do original 
comparative research. 

Module Title: 
Hunter/Gatherer 
Societies 

Module code: 
ALGY228 

Employability skills: 
Critical thinking; time and project management

Credit value: 
 15 

Semester: 
One

Balance of assessment: 
70% Essay; 15% Class Test; 15% Seminar Presentation 



Module Convenor:  
Professor John Gowlett (Gowlett@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
A million years ago the world was occupied by Homo erectus – humans, but not humans like 
us. How did their descendants evolve to achieve new technologies and sophisticated symbolic 
behaviour?   

This module looks at these challenging issues, exploring the exciting new records that are 
coming from archaeology, palaeontology and genetics. Did more severe climates drive the 
developments?  Perhaps then early hominins would need fire and better technology for 
hunting, gathering, and storing foods.  How and why did humans evolve into the separate  
great branches that we call Neanderthals, Denisovans and modern humans? 

You will consider the evidence for their settlement and adaptation, and seek out the first traces 
of advanced behaviour that we can call symbolic. Are beads and burials something entirely 
new, or do they have deep roots?  And what about the beginnings of language and art?  These 
are some of our topics and the excitement is that new evidence is appearing all the time.   

 
Credit value: 

Module Title: 
Human Origins: 
archaeology of the middle 
and later Pleistocene 

 
Module code: 
ALGY229 

Employability skills: 
Data analysis; written communication; group work

15 
Semester:
One

Balance of assessment: 
70% Exam; 30% Essay

Student quote:  
"I love this module – always passionate and asking challenging questions".



Module Convenor:
Dr Phil Freeman (P.W.M.Freeman@liverpool.ac.uk) 

Broad description of module content:
This module develops from ALGY131 by treating specific themes in Roman archaeology in their 
British context. The study of the monuments of Roman Britain is arguably the oldest facet of 
archaeological research in Britain. With a history than spans over 500 years, Britain as a 
Roman province possesses an unrivalled data base of archaeological research and its 
interpretation. In addition to this, recent work on the province has placed it in the vanguard of 
the on-going debate of the use of archaeological theory to practical applications. One of the 
two primary aims of this module is to introduce and to familiarise students with the range and 
quality of the primary evidence for the study of Roman Britain, including archaeological, 
literary, epigraphic, or numismatic. A second objective is to explore some of the areas in which 
the 'new' Roman archaeology is making a distinctive contribution to our understanding of the 
archaeology of Roman north-west Europe. Towards this end, a number of themes which will 
be explored include the transition from Iron Age Britain to a Roman province, urbanisation, 
aspects of the relationship between military and civilian structures, religion (including 
mortuary practices and the rise of Christianity), and the economy as well as the implications of 
these themes on the debate concerning the degree of the 'Romanisation' of Britain.

Module Title:
The Archaeology of Roman 
Britain 

Module code: 
ALGY234 

Employability skills:
Research skills; academic writing; problem solving

Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment:
70% Exam; 15% Essay; 15% Essay 



Module Convenor:
Dr Jennifer French (Jennifer.French@liverpool.ac.uk) 

Broad description of module content:
Many of the fundamental elements of human social, cultural and spiritual lives have deep 
prehistoric roots. Examining, for example, the religious beliefs of early prehistoric people, 
how they brought up their children, and their interactions with members of their own social 
groups and with outsiders, is not only vital to understanding their lives, but can also help us 
better understand ourselves by challenging perceptions of what it means to be culturally and 
socially ‘human’.  However, the intangible nature of many elements of human social, cultural 
and spiritual lives - combined with the sparseness of the early prehistoric archaeological 
record and the challenges of interpreting the behaviour of archaic hominins (non-homo 
sapiens) - mean that the study of the Palaeolithic origins of these practices is challenging. 

Drawing on the global Palaeolithic record from 3.3 million to 12,000 years ago, in this 
module we examine topics including the emergence of ‘culture’, early ideas about gender 
and sex, and the nature and frequency of violence and warfare, situating these within wider 
comparative theoretical frameworks derived from social anthropology, hunter-gatherer 
studies, palaeoanthropology and primatology. This module will provide you with a new 
perspective on the early prehistoric record and humanity’s shared past, the study of which 
demands both a critical eye and plenty of imagination to bring these intangible elements of 
early prehistory to life.

 
Credit value: 

Module Title:
Intangible Prehistories: the 
palaeolithic origins of 
human social, cultural and 
spiritual lives 

Module code: 
ALGY23535  

Employability skills:
Critical thinking; oral and written communication skills 

15 
Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment:
50% Exam; 25% Essay; 25% Essay 



Module Convenor:
Dr Matt Grove (Matt.Grove@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content: 
The palaeoanthropological record of fossils and tools gives us the primary material evidence 
for charting the long development of the human mind. That evidence, however, needs to be 
interpreted in the context of what we know of how the mind works based on studies of living 
humans and other animals, especially our primate cousins. Neuroscience and evolutionary 
psychology provide the frameworks used here to give you a basic understanding of the close 
interaction between biology, behaviour and the environment. The module is organised into 
four main themes. The first introduces you to basic neuroanatomy and some key techniques 
and theoretical issues that will inform the rest of the course. The second focuses on the 
archaeological and palaeoanthropological records, asking what we can infer about behaviour 
and cognition from the data available to us. The third surveys important current hypotheses 
about the evolution of the mind and intelligence, and the fourth highlights some interesting 
outstanding questions about the nature, function, and substrates of modern human 
cognition.

Module Title:
Evolution of the Human 
Mind 

Module code: 
ALGY240

Employability skills:
Confidence; critical reflection; presentation skills 

Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment: 
100% Essay



Module Convenor:
Dr Silvia Zago (S.Zago@liverpool.ac.uk)  

Broad description of module content: 
 The ancient Egyptians saw the natural world around them as being filled with divine presence, 
from the daily crossing of the sky by the sun god, to the annual rise and fall of the river Nile, to 
a local god who might live in a nearby mountain.  They were also extremely skilled creators of 
buildings which had a variety of 'sacred' purposes (including tombs and temples) some of which 
were built on a spectacular scale.

In this module we will look at different types of sacred landscape in ancient Egypt, giving 
special attention to some extraordinary structures which combined the natural  environment 
with monumental buildings.  Students will choose individual topics which they will present in 
Seminar groups, before writing up their project as the written coursework for this module. 

This module assumes students have previously studied ALGY257 (Egyptian Religion) in 
Semester 1.

 
Credit value: 

Module Title:
Sacred Landscape of Ancient Egypt 

Module code: 
ALGY244 

Employability skills: 
Information skills; time and project management

15 
Semester: 
Two

Balance of assessment: 
65% Exam; 35% Essay



Module Convenor:
Professor Harold Mytum (H.Mytum@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module, designed specifically for Archaeology and Egyptology students, provides an 
archaeological workplace learning experience through which students are encouraged to 
experience and reflect on what is required of a real working environment – in this case within 
the museum and heritage sectors. 

In every sector, it is vital for appropriate method and practice to be deployed, and archaeological 
excavation presents a particularly challenging work environment because of the practical and 
ethical implications of this necessarily destructive form of investigation. For this reason, it is vital 
that students understand the professionalism required to guarantee that results have long-
lasting value for present and future scholars, and the wider community. This module is therefore 
about learning subject-specific archaeological and museological skills, as well as key 
employability skills, including project management (especially the importance of robust 
planning, appropriate methodology, and detailed recording of process for specific tasks towards 
stated aims), collaborative working, and communication.  This module provides research-
connected teaching through participation in current departmental fieldwork and museum 
projects, and access to content by researchers within their disciplinary subject as part of the 
syllabus.

 
Credit value: 

Module Title: 
Working with the 
Past 

Module code: 
ALGY248 

Employability skills:
Project management; communication skills; teamwork 

15 
Semester: 
One

Balance of assessment:
50% Diary; 50% Report



Module Convenor:  
Dr Peter Hommel (Peter.Hommel@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
All humans have lived in a rich and extensive material world that has structured and shaped   
what they do and how they relate to each other.  Objects of different materials and the 
physical remains of their manufacture provided archaeologists, anthropologists and many 
others with the most detailed evidence of the complexity of human life.  You will learn about 
how raw materials are acquired and transformed to make artefacts, and about the various 
techniques that have developed through time to shape the world we live in today.

Teaching is structured through a series of extensively illustrated lectures that follow the 
use of different materials through time and the techniques developed to understand them. A 
series of practical sessions, using genuine archaeological artefacts from Liverpool’s extensive 
museum and teaching collections, provide the opportunity to learn how to handle, observe and 
scientifically describe objects.   

This module provides essential knowledge for potential archaeologists, museum workers, art 
historians and indeed anybody who needs or wants a sound knowledge of material things. 

 
Credit value: 

Module Title: 
Artefacts and 
Technology 

Module code: 
ALGY250 

Employability skills: 
Information skills; laboratory techniques; problem solving

15 
Semester: 
Two

Balance of assessment: 
40% Assemblage; 40% Artefact; 20% Oral Exam



Module Convenor: 
Dr Marina Escolano Poveda (M.Escolano-Poveda@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content: 
 Using original sources written in Middle Egyptian, this module further develops student 
language skills in reading hieroglyphic texts in Middle Egyptian. There are three groups of 
texts to be read in class. The first are from Lahun, dealing with the running of the mortuary 
temple of Senwosret II attached to his pyramid at Lahun and also social life in the nearby 
pyramid town. The second are funerary stelae from Abydos, centred on the Osiris cult and 
the manner in which individuals sought to connect themselves with Osiris and his 
transformation beyond death. The third draws on the extensive repertoire of Middle 
Kingdom literature, notably the Tales of Wonder put in the setting of the court of the great 
pyramid builders of the Old Kingdom and which treat the human aspect of the Egyptian god-
king, including human susceptibilities and weaknesses, within the context of a cycle of stories 
drawing on the power of magic. 

 
Credit value: 

Module Title:
Middle Egyptian Texts 
I 

 
Module code: 
ALGY251 

Employability skills:
Critical thinking; oral and written communication skills

15 
Semester: 
One

Balance of assessment: 
50% Exam; 50% Essay



Module Convenor:  
Professor Mark Collier (M.A.Collier@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content: 
How did the Egyptians see the rest of the world? Why did the Egyptian courtier Sinuhe 
choose   a life of exile in Lebanon? How did the kings of the Middle Kingdom treat the 
people of Nubia? What do Egyptian biographies tell us about Egypt's imperial role in the 
politics of the Ancient Near East in the late Bronze Age? How did women assert their power 
in the early New Kingdom, by focusing on trade with distant lands? 

The texts we read in this module provide answers to all these questions. The module is  
organised around the reading of set texts which have been carefully selected to offer a 
representative sampling of texts in Middle Egyptian suitable for reading at intermediate 
level, which will widen student experience of text genres.  

The text reading will be interspersed with classes focussing on grammatical constructions 
and linguistic issues, to reinforce formal linguistic competence built in preceding 
elementary language modules. 

 
Credit value: 

Module Title:
Middle Egyptian Texts 
II 

Module code: 
ALGY252 

Employability skills: 
Information skills; critical thinking; problem-solving

15 
Semester: 
Two

Balance of assessment: 
50% Exam; 50% Project

 Student quote:
“The way of teaching the language has been my favourite and best so far. It is engaging 
and helps develop discussions." 



Module Convenor:  
Dr Glenn Godenho (ggodenho@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content: 
 In this module, you’ll learn to read Coptic: the final stage of the Ancient Egyptian language. 
However, instead of being written in Hieroglyphs, it is written using the Greek script making it 
much more accessible to students without prior Egyptological training.  

Although it had its heyday in late antiquity and under Islam, Coptic remains the liturgical 
language of the Coptic Orthodox Church to this day.  So, if you would like privileged access to 
this unique language and insight into the the world-shaping effects of the adoption of 
Christianity in the ancient world, our Coptic module is set up for you.

 
Credit value: 

Module Title:
Coptic Language 
and Texts

 
Module code: 
ALGY253 

Employability skills: 
Critical thinking; problem solving; group work

15 
Semester: 
One

Balance of assessment: 
50% Exam; 50% Essay/Translation Commentary

 Student quote:
“…intellectually stimulating, and taught in a way which made engaging with the subject 
enjoyable…all in all, an excellent, stimulating and thoroughly enjoyable module” 



Module Convenor:  
Dr Roland Enmarch (R.Enmarch@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
How did the world begin? Who controls our universe - one god or many? What is the purpose 
of our being here in the world? Are the gods good? Are humans good? Why does evil exist? 
What happens after we die? 

This module explores the fundamental ideas found in Egyptian religious belief, and studies their 
impact on Egyptian social structure. With an eye to broader anthropological theory, this 
module provides an in-depth look at textual, archaeological, and artefactual evidence  to build 
up a rich portrait of the Egyptian intellectual universe – and sketches out their answer to the 
questions quoted above.  We cover gods, mythology, temples, rituals and priesthood, private 
expressions religion, magic, concepts of death the soul and the afterlife, Egyptian religion and 
the influence of Greece and Rome, and the religion of the Amarna Period.

This module assumes students have previously studied at least one Egyptology module in their 
first year.

 
Credit value: 

Module Title:
Egyptian Religion

Module code: 
ALGY257

Employability skills: 
Communication skills; cultural awareness; academic writing

15 
Semester: 
One

Balance of assessment: 
70% Exam; 30% Essay

 Student quote: 
 “Very good lecturer. Very passionate about the content of the module. Very informative  
  lectures. Fully uses the hour to pack in as much as possible. I enjoy the small class sizes as
 it's more friendly. Good material provided for independent study on VITAL".



Module Convenor: 
Dr Jessica Pearson (Jessica.Pearson@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content: 
 For archaeologists, the study of human remains is the opportunity to study the very people 
that built the ancient monuments and made all of the artefacts we find in the archaeological 
record.  

Many of these activities had an impact on the skeleton itself and careful study of skeletal 
remains can provide evidence for pathological conditions and task-related changes that provide 
direct evidence of occupation and health.  

Other aspects of ancient society such as what people ate, migration and immigration and 
medical procedures can also be identified. As new methods emerge in the fields of medicine, 
such as CT scanning and DNA analysis, archaeologists must understand these new technologies 
if they are to have a profound effect on understanding the people of the past and how they 
changed over thousands of years.  

Credit value: 

Module Title: 
Human Osteoarchaeology 

Module code: 
ALGY266 

Employability skills: 
Research skills; oral and written communication skills

15 
Semester: 
Two

Balance of assessment: 
50% Essay; 50% Essay 



Module Convenor:  
Dr Jennifer French (Jennifer.French@liverpool.ac.uk) 

Broad description of module content: 
 The Upper Palaeolithic is a time of extraordinary human and environmental change.  It is the 
period when modern humans expand into Europe, when we find beautiful painted images on cave 
walls, and witness the manufacture of the first human and animal figurines.  During the Upper 
Palaeolithic we find evidence for the specialised hunting of herds of animals, the broadening of the 
human food base to include fish, shellfish, birds, small animals and plant foods. There is also 
evidence for the development of dried and frozen stored foods, and perhaps even the 
domestication of the first dogs as hunting aids.  Finally, we see the appearance of the first semi-
permanent villages in the form of huts made of mammoth bones, and human skeletal remains 
buried in elaborately adorned burial clothes.  All of these changes happened in the context  of 
dramatic and abrupt climate change accompanied by episodes of considerable environmental 
stress. 

Students will explore how these developments might be related, drawing on the latest research 
from climate science, studies of ancient and modern DNA, archaeological research on animal 
bones and artefacts and stable isotopes.  Teaching is structured through a series of current 
debates.  It includes extensively illustrated lectures, practical classes using a unique collection of 
specially made replica artefacts and assemblages, and seminar reading focused on the latest 
research papers.  

Module Title: 
The Archaeology of the 
Upper 
Palaeolithic in Europe 

Module code: 
ALGY268 

Employability skills:
Critical thinking; oral and written communication skills 

Credit value: 
15

Semester: 
Two 

Balance of assessment: 
50%  Exam; 30% Essay; 10% Presentation; 10% Practical Identification Test 



Module Convenor:
Dr Violaine Chauvet (V.Chauvet@liverpool.ac.uk) 

Broad description of module content: 
This module explores the funerary environment of private tombs in Pharaonic Egypt through 
the comparative study of the three main groups of evidence: architecture/archaeological 
material, iconography and texts. 

Module Title:
Death in Ancient Egypt: image, 
text and archaeology 

Module code: 
ALGY270

Employability skills:
Critical thinking; research skills; global citizenship 

Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment: 
50% Exam; 50% Essay 



Module Convenor:
Dr Rachel Pope (Rachel.Pope@liverpool.ac.uk) 

Broad description of module content: 
This module covers critical debates in British Archaeology for the later prehistoric period 
(Neolithic and Bronze Age). Is what we think we know about the nature of British society 
before Rome correct? How can modern Archaeology challenge traditional perceptions of 
the deep past? Topics include: the Stonehenge landscape; mobility and migration; ritual 
deposition; climate change. Includes a subsidised fieldtrip to a Neolithic burial chamber on 
Anglesey, the Great Orme copper mines, and the famous Old Oswestry Hillfort.

Module Title: 
The Age of Stonehenge: 
rethinking British 
prehistory 

Module code: 
ALGY283

Employability skills:
Critical thinking; source critique; academic writing 

Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment: 
50% Exam; 50% Essay 

Student quote: 
"Weekly readings and discussions, all of which were really interesting and fun"



Module Convenor:
Professor Douglas Baird (D.Baird@liverpool.ac.uk) 

Broad description of module content: 
The extended essay is an individual, specific research topic in which students take initiative in 
identifying and researching a specific research question with the aid of, and guidance of, a 
supervisor. Students will plan their research and essay, identify a bibliography and other 
sources, collect and analyse relevant evidence and write an essay based thereon. 

Module Title:
Extended Essay in Chinese 
Archaeology and Heritage 

Module code: 
ALGY285 

Employability skills:
Planning skills; data collection; academic writing 

Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment: 
85% Essay; 15% Presentation 



Module Convenor:
Dr Magnus Widell (M.Widell@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module investigates the nature of the society of 3rd millennium southern Mesopotamia, 
the first urban society. It concerns the problem of providing a ‘holistic’ interpretation of many 
aspects of ‘Sumerian’ culture. It concerns the reconstruction of social and political organisation, 
economic activity, religious and ideological aspects of society. It concerns the relationships 
between the diverse and disparate elements of this early state and questions of the degree to 
which politically supreme elements within society were or were not able influence other 
elements and bind them in an overarching political and cultural ideology. Issues of 
interpretation concern problems of understandings of the earliest written texts, reading a 
complex but fragmentary archaeological record, readings of early iconography and literature 
and the combining of such textual and archaeological sources.

The course therefore provides students with knowledge of primary examples of some of the 
key developments in human history, and with a view of how archaeology can be used to 
identify social, political, and economic developments. In addition it is hoped that students will 
finish the course with a better understanding of complex societies, urbanism and the state as 
phenomena in their own right.

Module Title:
The Sumerians 

Module code: 
ALGY288

Employability skills:
Research skills; oral presentation skills; debating 

Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment: 
70% Exam; 30% Essay 



Module Convenor:
Professor Colin Adams (Colin.Adams@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content: 
This module examines politics in the ancient world via narratives about the past (or 'history'), 
and at the same time evaluates the role of history in politics. Moving from the Near East to 
Greece and then Rome, students learn about key political events (for example the battle of 
Marathon and the Jewish revolt), political phenomena (for example Persian kingship, Athenian 
imperialism, and Roman expansion), and influential persons (for example Pericles, Augustus and 
Boudica). In the process they become familiar with the different ways of telling history in 
antiquity: not only through written history ('historiography') but also poetic and theatrical 
performances, philosophical writings, biographical studies, public buildings and monuments 
and public ceremonies, such as the Roman funeral. While grappling with these different types 
of history, students develop understanding of the structures, strategies, debates and anxieties 
that characterized politics in the ancient world. And they recognize that in the ancient world, as 
today, to represent the past was to participate in politics. 

Module Title:
Politics of the Past in the 
Ancient World 

Module code: 
CLAH200

Employability skills:
Critical thinking; research skills; group work 

Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment:
60% Exam; 40% Group Work Portfolio 



Module Convenor:
Dr Alexei Zadorozhny (Avzadoro@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content: 
From Homeric Greece to the Roman empire, relationships that revolve around the idea of 
mutual attraction between people (such as: happy or unrequited love, elegant flirting, jealousy, 
exemplary loyalty to one's friends, cliquey networking...) formed a major part of social life and 
intellectual history.

The first half of this module addresses a range of Greek and Latin sources (for instance,  Sappho, 
Plato, Ovid, Longus’ novel Daphnis and Chloe, visual art) that represent, or theorize about, 
erotic love between different sexes as well as between same-sex lovers. 

The second half of the module looks at non-erotic amicable commitments (“friendship”) 
through case studies in ancient society and philosophy; attention is paid to the anxiety about 
false friendship (flattery, parasitism). 

 
Credit value: 

Module Title: 
Love and Friendship in 
Antiquity

 
Module code: 
CLAH201 

Employability skills: 
Research skills; oral and written communication

15 
Semester: 
One

Balance of assessment: 
70% Essay; 30% Commentary



Module Convenor:
Dr Georgia Petridou (Georgia.Petridou@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content: 
This module introduces students to Herodotus' Histories, the first piece of historiographical 
prose to survive from antiquity, and to some of the other evidence (especially Egyptian and 
Persian) that is needed for a proper contextualisation of Herodotus' historical and literary 
enterprise. It examines a series of key themes in the study of Herodotus: for example, his 
representation of foreign peoples, or of Athenian or Persian imperialism, the role of religion 
in the Histories, and the causes of the Persian wars. 

Module Title:
Herodotus, Persia 
and the Greeks 

Module code: 
CLAH207

Employability skills:
Research skills; time and project management 

Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment:
50% Essay; 50% Seminar Report 



Module Convenor: 
Dr Fiona Hobden (F.Hobden@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module follows the story of the Trojan War from Archaic Greece down to modern times.  
Starting with an extended study of the Iliad focusing on the poem's literary features and 
themes, students then progress to examining depictions of the Trojan War across a range of 
written and visual material including Greek sculpture and painted pottery, Athenian tragedy, 
Hellenistic inscriptions, Roman poetry, nineteenth-century art and Hollywood film.

By following the twists and turns of the Trojan War tale as it moves into new social, political 
and cultural contexts, students develop understanding of the fluidity and malleability of the 
myth and its significance across time and place.  In the process students learn to adopt 
appropriate methods and approaches for studying Classical Receptions (engagements with 
ancient Greece and Rome in post-antique contexts).   

Through completing the poster assessment, students learn to communicate the results of their 
research in a visual format.  

 
Credit value: 

Module Title:
Rebuilding Troy

Module code: 
CLAH211 

Employability skills:
Research skills; critical thinking; problem solving

15 
Semester: 
One

Balance of assessment: 
60% Essay; 40% Poster

Student quote: 
"All teaching staff have made the module incredibly interesting. The topics and seminars 
have been engaging.’"



Module Convenor: 
Dr Fred Jones (Fjones@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content: 
 This module looks at the first major successor to Virgil’s epic legacy. Ovid’s Metamorphoses 
tackles the idea of producing an epic poem to follow the Aeneid by replacing a single story about 
one hero and his efforts to found the Roman nation with a multiplicity of mythological stories 
about love, death, uncontrollable passions, and difficult predicaments all strung together on the 
thematic thread of the idea of constant change and transformation.

Even reading one story retrospectively alters how we read other stories in the collection, so that 
what seems to be clear turns out to be enticingly mysterious and ambiguous.   

 
Credit value: 

Module Title: 
Ovid's Metamorphoses

 
Module code: 
CLAH212 

Employability skills: 
Research skills; oral and written communication skills

15 
Semester: 
One

Balance of assessment:   
70% Portfolio; 30% Portfolio



Module Convenor:
Dr Zosia Archibald (Z.Archibald@liverpool.ac.uk) 

Broad description of module content:
Athens was the city where self-conscious democratic principles and political institutions 
emerged. However, democracy came at a price. Women and non-citizen male inhabitants 
of the city (including slaves) were automatically excluded from any decision-making 
processes. More importantly, the mature phase of democracy seems to have relied on a 
territorial empire outside Attica. This module explores the relationship between 
democratic institutions, the resources needed to maintain them, with the built 
environment, and associated artistic embellishments, created to reinforce democratic 
ideas and democratic power. Students are introduced in lectures to the physical 
manifestations of power, which reflect the operations of political institutions, and to the 
documents that chart the expansion of political power. Students choose topics to present 
in class, which form a basis for group discussion of specific problems and controversies. In 
the later part of the module, discussion turns to the use of architectural symbols during 
the ‘Greek Revival’ of the 18th and early 19th century, to reinforce modern democratic 
institutions. A range of assessment methods makes this module accessible to a wide 
range of students. 

 
Credit value: 

Module Title: 
Politics & the 
Architecture of 
Power in 5th Century 
BC Athens 

Module code: 
CLAH220

Employability skills:
Critical analysis; academic writing; presentation skills 

15 
Semester: 
Two

Balance of assessment:
45% Online Test; 40% Essay; 15% Presentation



Module Convenor: 
Dr Rachel Pope (Rachel.Pope@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module provides an opportunity for students to undertake a placement in a setting which 
matches their academic and possible career / industry interests to develop materials and / or 
undertake tasks within a practical or vocational context, to apply academic knowledge from 
their degree and to develop personal and employability skills within a working environment. 
Following an application process for work placements, this 15 credit module runs in semester 
two with a minimum of 24 hours of placement, plus supporting workshops and independent 
study. There is an element of flexibility in how the placement is scheduled based on the needs 
of the organisation and taking into consideration individual timetables. This could be half a 
day for six weeks or two half days for three weeks, for example. 

Students cannot register directly onto this module.

 
Credit value: 

Module Title:
Old Worlds and Work Futures: 
placements in ACE 

Module code: 
CLAH222

Employability skills:
Commercial awareness; time and project management 

15 
Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment:
50% Report; 50% Presentation 



Module Convenor:
Professor Colin Adams (Colin.Adams@liverpool.ac.uk) 

Broad description of module content:
This module considers the institutions of government in the Roman Empire, its differing social 
groups , and  the financial, agricultural and economic life of the Roman world. Students will 
develop a wide-ranging understanding of Roman administration, bureaucracy and economies 
in the Imperial period based on a wide range of evidence. 

Module Title:
Ruling the Roman 
Empire 

Module code: 
CLAH261 

Employability skills:
Research skills; time and project management 

Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment: 
50% Essay; 50% Source Criticism



Module Convenor:
Dr Alfred Hirt  (A.M.Hirt@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content: 
“The nobles began to abuse their standing and the people their liberty, and every man took, 
pillaged, and plundered for himself. Thus the community was split into two rival groups, and 
the state, which had formerly been shared, was torn to pieces”. Sallust (Jug. 42) paints a grim 
picture of political and moral decline of Rome during the Late Republic. But can the fall of the 
Republic be blamed on moral and religious degeneration or did society in Rome have an 
alternative to the civil wars which were to mar much of the last century BC?

This module aims to provide answers to these questions not only by looking at the key 
political events and actors like Julius Caesar, Pompeius, Crassus, Cicero, or Cato the Younger, 
but expanding the gaze beyond the debates in the senate and the turmoil in the streets to 
Rome, in order to include Roman and Italian society, its economy, religion, and cultural 
practices.

Module Title:
Rome in the Late 
Republic 

Module code: 
CLAH268

Employability skills:
Research skills; critical thinking; problem solving 

Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment: 
50% Essay; 50% Essay 

Student quote:
“Alfred always makes his modules enjoyable” 



Module Convenor:
Dr Alexei V Zadorozhnyy (Avzadoro@liverpool.ac.uk) 

Broad description of module content: 
What are the benchmarks of goodness? What is the rationale for treating other people 
equitably? Can one live happily in a world fraught with risks and frustration? The module 
explores how these questions were answered by the ancient Greeks and Romans. The focus is 
on the moral debates that play out in the Homeric epics, select Greek tragedies and Platonic 
dialogues, and the major schools of Hellenistic philosophy. The recurrent themes, which are 
addressed through the lens of such diverse cogitators as Euripides’s Medea, Plato’s Socrates, 
Diogenes the Cynic, the ex-slave Stoic professor Epictetus or the Roman emperor and Stoic 
thinker Marcus Aurelius, are: the limits of self-assertion, shame, pleasure, vengeance and 
anger, and the appeal to “nature” as the matrix of normative moral values. The module aims to 
broaden the students’ perspective of the ancient world, helping them to acquire a degree of 
philosophical literacy, as well as to familiarize the students with certain values and ideas that 
might enhance their quality of life in the long term.

Module Title:
Nature and Virtue: ancient 
ethics 

Module code: 
CLAH299

Employability skills:
Research skills; analysis; problem solving 

Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment:
80% Essay; 20% Review 



Module Convenor:
Dr Rachel Smedley (Rachel.Smedley@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module aims to give students a strong understanding of the mechanisms that have 
shaped our landscape over time. Students will use laboratory and computer skills to yield 
environmental reconstructions and gain a critical insight of the different techniques and 
methodologies for reconstructing past environments, along with an understanding of the 
importance to study the past to forecast future environmental change.

 
Credit value: 

Module Title: 
Changing Environments

Module code: 
ENVS2144 

Employability skills:
Digital fluency; problem solving; communication skills

15 
Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment:
34% Exam; 22% Practical Exercise; 22% Practical Exercise; 22% Practical Exercise



Module Convenor:
Dr Marios Costambeys (Costa@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
The centuries following the fall of the Roman Empire saw some of the most momentous 
developments of the last two millennia in western Eurasia. These were not jjust human-made 
challenges such as war and the rise of new religions (though the period saw dramatic changes 
in belief that are still with us); they were also environmental challenges: climate change and, 
above all, a global pandemic that in the west is usually called the 'Plague of Justinian’. This 
module tackles big questions that remain relevant to our own world, all these centuries later.

Module Title: 
War, Famine, Pestilence and 
Death:: from the Gothic 
War to the rise of Islam 

Module code: 
HIST212 

Employability skills:
Research skills; digital fluency; communication skills  

Credit value: 
30

Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment: 
40% Essay; 30% Essay (x5); 15% Presentation; 15% Active Participation 



Module Convenor:
Dr Ulriika Vihervalli (U.Vihervalli@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module is about the history of public entertainment in the Roman Empire c. 300-600 CE. 
There will not be much space for Maximus Decimus Meridius: gladiatorial combat was 
phased out after its prohibition by the Emperor Constantine in 325 CE. But we will explore 
the fascinating evidence for arena games, charioteer racing, the theatre, and urban festivals 
in late antiquity. We will study the use of games and festivals to support, subvert, and even 
overthrow the imperial authorities, and investigate the experiences of the spectators and 
professional performers, ranging from charioteers and the leaders of (political, violent!) 
supporters groups to actors and sex workers. Finally, we will consider how Christian 
churchmen sought to discourage attendance at such sinful spectacles—and whether they 
were successful in stopping all this fun.

Module Title:
"Are You Not 
Entertained?"?" 
Games and Festivals in 
the Christian Roman 
Empire  

Module code: 
HIST260

Employability skills:
Written and oral expression; collaborative working 

Credit value:  
30 

Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment:
50% Essay; 25% Source Commentaries; 15% Creative Exercise/Presentation; 10% Active 
Participation



Module Convenor:
Professor Harold Mytum (H.Mytum@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
How is our heritage managed, and by whom? This module examines current agendas, policies 
and practices in a historical perspective, and then concentrates on a critical review of current 
practice. By the time you have completed this module, you will be able to begin to see behind 
the media reports on heritage issues and articulate your own view of what should be done. 
Aspects of the varied UK heritage systems are considered within a comparative international 
context, considering the management issues associated with sites, monuments and buildings, 
and objects, museums and archives. Heritage managers mediate between remnants of the past 
and political, cultural and economic structures in the present. Whilst the module contains 
much that relates to practice within current legislative, cultural and economic systems, it also 
reflects on the ethical and socio-political dilemmas often facing heritage management. 

Module Title:
Making Heritage 
Happen 

Module code: 
HLAC205

Employability skills:
Academic writing; oral and written communication skills 

Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment:
60% Management Document; 20% Report; 20% Presentation 



Module Convenor:
Professor Harold Mytum (H.Mytum@liverpool.ac.uk) 

Broad description of module content:
Museums and monuments are important for tourism, national and regional identity and in 
researching the past.  This module critically explores how and why museums and monuments 
provide interpretation, and can cater to a range of contemporary users.  By the time you have 
completed this module you will be able to critically assess the explicit and implied messages 
behind display and public interpretation in museums and galleries on the one hand and 
publicly accessible sites and monuments on the other.  

This module examines current UK interpretation theories, policies and practices in an 
international comparative perspective.  Heritage interpretation and display brings 
understanding of the past to peoples in the present, though what aspects of the past to reveal 
and emphasize can be highly political and controversial.  The module concentrates on current 
practice, but it also reflects on the selectivity of heritage interpretation decisions, and the ways 
interpretation can exclude as well as include various sectors of society. 

Module Title:
Museums and 
Monuments 

Module code: 
HLAC206

Employability skills:
Academic writing; oral and written communication skills 

Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment:
50% Portfolio; 30% Project: 20% Review 



Module Convenor: 
Professor Zen Lewis (Z.Lewis@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module will introduce students to the fundamental evolutionary principles that 
explain a wide range of animal behaviours, and develop an understanding of the evolution 
of co-operative societies, as well as conflict and conflict resolution.

 
Credit value: 

Module Title: 
Animal Behaviour 

Module code: 
LIFE211

Employability skills:
Self awareness; analytical and interpreting skills; 

15 
Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment:
80% Exam; 20% Online Tests 



Module Convenor:
Dr Stewart Plaistow (S.Plaistow@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
  
This module aims to provide students with a modern framework for understanding how 
organisms evolve and the major transitions in evolution. It will explain where heritable 
phenotypic variation comes from, how it shapes the evolutionary process within species 
(microevolution) and elucidate the link between micro- and macro-evolution.

In addition it will describe the factors influencing the genetic constitution of a population and 
explain how evolution and ecology are linked OR explain how gene sequence data can be used 
to study evolutionary processes.

Students will be equipped with a knowledge and understanding in evolutionary biology, and 
the ability to apply, evaluate and interpret this knowledge to solve biological problems.

 
Credit value: 

Module Title:
Evolutionary Biology 

Module code:
LIFE213 

Employability skills:
Self awareness; analytical and interpreting skills

15 
Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment:
70% Exam; 20% Essay; 20% Essay 




