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Guidance Notes

This catalogue provides key details of optional modules in the Department of 
Archaeology, Classics and Egyptology (ACE) running in 2021/22 to help inform your 
choices.  On many programmes within the School it is possible for students take 
modules from other subject areas.  Students are strongly encouraged to consider the 
full range of optional modules available to them, and not just those that are ‘hosted’ 
by their own department. Taking modules from other subject areas will help to 
broaden your knowledge and develop your academic skills in different ways.  You will 
interact with a wider range of students studying other, often complementary, 
disciplines.

Note that information on language modules in Ancient Greek and Latin are listed at 
the end of the catalogue.

In all cases, please check your programme structure carefully to ensure you are only 
choosing modules which are available to the programme you are registered on – or 
will be registered on in 2021/22.  All students must register for 120 credits of 
modules in each year of study – 60 credits in each semester.  

For further information on individual modules, please contact the module convenor 
directly.



Archaeology, Classics 
and Egyptology  



Year Three 



Module Convenor:  
Dr Peter Hommel (Peter.Hommel@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content: 
Human history can be seen as a story of our changing relationships with and within a 
material world. The study of ancient technologies and materials can, therefore, tell us a lot 
about the dynamics of past societies. Together with Bioarchaeology and 
Palaeochronology, Archaeomaterials research is one of three pillars of archaeological 
science. 

This course provides students with an opportunity to develop a deeper understanding of 
materials and materials research. It is structured around interactive lecture sessions and 
case studies, but has a strongly practical component. During laboratory sessions students 
will be able to develop key skills in optical and electron microscopy, they will also have the 
opportunity to consider the practical challenges of production, including participation in a 
one-day experimental field course during Tutorial Week (weather permitting).  

 
Credit value: 

Module Title: 
Living in a Material 
World: 
archaeomaterials 
research in practice

Module code: 
ALGY314

Employability skills: 
Practical laboratory skills; problem-solving

15 
Semester: 
One

Balance of assessment: 
60% Practical Portfolio; 40% Essay



Module Convenor:
Dr Alan Greaves (Greaves@liverpool.ac.uk) 

Broad description of module content:
Greek culture was spread to the furthest limits of the Mediterranean and Black Sea regions 
by a series of so-called ‘colonies’, including such important modern cities as Marseilles and 
Istanbul. The motivations and methods behind this huge archaeological phenomenon 
remain unclear, but in the hands of the scholars writing in an age of neo-classical revivalism, 
the analogy to their own British Empire was clear and self-evident. This module combines 
History, Ancient History and Archaeology in its examination this crucial moment in world 
history and its subsequent use and abuse by imperialist scholars. No prior knowledge is 
required and the module includes a team presentation that aims to develop transferrable 
employment skills .  

Module Title:
Ancient Greek 
Colonisation and 
British Imperial 
Thought 

Module code: 
ALGY336

Employability skills:
Critical thinking; research skills; group work 

Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment:
70% Essay; 30% Group Presentation 



Module Convenor:
Dr Bruce Routledge (Bruce.Routledge@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module will introduce students to the archaeology of the southern Levant in the Iron 
Age (1200 - 550BC). This archaeological knowledge will provide students with a good 
understanding of the material context in which the Hebrew Bible took shape, especially with 
regards to social, political and economic organisation; critical reviews of current debates will 
provide students with an up-to-date appreciation of emerging controversies, data and 
methodologies essential for to an informed understanding of the relationship between 
archaeological evidence and the historical context of the Hebrew Bible.

Module Title: 
Biblical Archaeology

 Module code: 
ALGY342

Employability skills: 
Critical thinking; oral and written communication skills

Credit value: 
15  

Semester:
Two

Balance of assessment: 
60% Essay; 40% Essay 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eyd8HlJt9vo


Module Convenor: 
 Professor Douglas Baird (D.Baird@liverpool.ac.uk)

 Broad description of module content: 
Modern complex societies are based on settled faming. But there is good evidence that the 
change from mobile hunting and gathering to settled farming communities was not a simple 
to explain or easy process.   Was it a revolution for our species with rapid associated changes 
in all aspects of behaviour?

This module investigates explanations for the beginnings settled farming communities and 
whether it was a revolutionary process. We look at evidence for the emergence of the first 
public institutions and monumental architecture, elaborate ritual practices, possible 
revolutionary  changes in the nature of religion and world views, the emergence of 
distinctive forms of household, represented by the earliest constructed environments, and 
significant economic changes involving specialisation and trade.  We look at the world's first 
really big communities and consider whether these early large communities had a negative 
impact on their environments.

The module is taught through a combination of well-illustrated lectures presenting the latest  
exciting discoveries from Neolithic sites, combined with seminars around small student 
research projects into particular sites and issues.

Module Title: 
The Origins of 
Agriculture and 
Sedentism in the 
Near East

Module code: 
ALGY356 

Employability skills: 
Critical thinking; oral and written communication skills

Credit value: 
15 

Semester: 
One

Balance of assessment:  
50% Exam; 50% Essay

Student quote: 
"I have enjoyed this module and would recommend it to anyone."; "I have really enjoyed 
this module, especially the seminars’ ; 'Well taught, interesting and flows well."



Module Convenor:
Dr Rachel Pope (Rachel.Pope@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
The module covers the Iron Age in western Europe (800 BC-AD 43): the age of the Celts - 
from the collapse of the Bronze Age to the advent of Rome. We will focus on prehistoric 
houses/settlement and agriculture, ritual deposition, mortuary traditions (e.g. chariot 
burials, bog bodies), and social change. With a focus on Britain, we will also look at the 
continental material (in the Netherlands, Denmark, France, Germany, and Spain).  

Module Title:
Iron Age Europe: 
beyond the Celts 

Module code:
ALGY358 

Employability skills:
Critical thinking; oral and written communication skills 

Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment: 
50% Exam; 50% Essay 



Module Convenor:
Dr Jennifer French (Jennifer.French@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
The presence of ‘artworks’ has been recognized as a significant feature of the Upper
Palaeolithic since the mid 19th century, whilst the existence of cave paintings and
engravings dating to the Upper Palaeolithic was first acknowledged in the early 20th
century. Scholars now divide these artworks into painted and engraved markings on
walls (parietal art) on the one hand as well as a variety of items that are not
permanently fixed (mobiliary art) including personal ornaments, marked pieces of
stone, antler and bone, stone plaquettes and some much larger decorated stone objects.

Since 1905, the artistic productions of this period have been constantly studied with
new findings, new techniques of analysis, and new interpretations appearing regularly. More 
recently, however, these artifacts and images have come to be seen as the evidence for human 
symbol activity: the communication of meanings between groups and individuals on the basis of 
mutually comprehensible and possibly abstract ‘images’ in situations of co-presence and possibly 
co-absence. An understanding of these objects and markings is therefore central to the study of 
human cognitive and social evolution.

Our aim in this module is firstly to develop a good knowledge of what is present
and, secondly, an appreciation of the difficulties of interpreting objects and images that in many 
ways seem so similar to contemporary objects. 
 

Module Title: 
Palaeolithic Art 
in Europe 

Module code:
ALGY361 

Employability skills:
Reflective practice; time and project management 

Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment:
50% Project Proposal; 50% Project Report 



Module Convenor:
Dr Eleni Asouti (E.Asouti@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module introduces students to various anthropological approaches to the study of 
economic systems, and how they can inform the archaeological and historical study of past 
economies. The module is designed to provide students with an introduction to: (1) key issues 
and concepts in the field of economic anthropology; and (2) the theory and applications of 
economic archaeology through case studies drawn from various periods of the human past, 
which demonstrate how integrated archaeological-anthropological approaches can inform the 
comparative analysis of past economies.

 
Credit value: 

Module Title:
Economic 
Archaeology and 
Anthropology 

Module code: 
ALGY362   

Employability skills:
Critical thinking; oral and written communication skills

15 
Semester:
Two

Balance of assessment: 
60% Essay; 40% Essay 



Module Convenor:
Professor John Gowlett (Gowlett@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
Students taking this module will make a close examination of the emergence of human 
behaviour from primate origins. The module explores the basic evidence recovered from early 
hominid/hominin living sites aged more than about 0.8 million years. We make a close 
examination of the issues of the emergence of human behaviour. Following a look at 'pre-
archaeological' evidence - including sites and environments of the Miocene and Pliocene and 
issues such as the origins of bipedalism and hominid diet - we progress to the mainstream 
archaeological evidence, starting from the major Rift Valley sites of Africa, and working 
towards important new evidence in South Africa, Asia and Europe. In the course of the 
module we consider the nature of the evidence for developments in tool use, language, fire-
use, diet, geographical dispersals and behavioural complexity through the Pleistocene period.  

Module Title:
Early Human Ancestors: archaeology 
and behaviour 

Module code: 
ALGY363 

Employability skills:
Reflective practice; communication skills; group work 

Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment: 
70% Exam; 30% Essay 



Module Convenor:
Dr Bruce Routledge (Bruce.Routledge@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module examines Egypt and the Near East during the Late Bronze Age as part of the 
world's earliest well-documented international system. Students are introduced to the key 
events and political actors of this period, as well as the critical analysis of relevant primary 
sources. Key issues in International Relations theory are introduced through their application 
to the Late Bronze Age.  

Module Title: 
International Relations 
in the Ancient World 

Module code: 
ALGY364 

Employability skills:
Critical thinking; oral and written communication skills 

Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment: 
60% Essay; 40% Exam



Module Convenor:
Dr Roland Enmarch (R.Enmarch@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
Is it better to be dead than alive? What spells would help you get into the next world? How 
should one behave at dinner parties? How did Tuthmosis III conquer his empire in the Near 
East? Why did Akhenaten reform Egyptian religion? 

This module introduces students to some of the more demanding but rewarding and 
intriguing texts to have survived from Ancient Egypt, yielding important information about 
Ancient Egyptian society and culture.

Students study texts in Old and Middle Egyptian. The syllabus may include things such as Old 
Kingdom monumental letters from king Izezi to his officials; Middle Egyptian literature such as 
The Dialogue of a Man with his Soul, and the Teaching for Kagemni; mortuary literature such 
as the Coffin Texts and the Book of the Dead; the annals of Tuthmosis III; and the boundary 
stelae of Akhenaten.

Module Title:
Advanced Egyptian Texts 

Module code:
ALGY373 

Employability skills:
Critical thinking; communication skills; problem solving 

Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment:
100% Exam 

Student quote:
“I have thoroughly enjoyed the classes and feel like I have really engaged with the texts at a 
deeper level”. 



Module Convenor:
Professor Mark Collier (M.A.Collier@liverpool.ac.uk) 

Broad description of module content:
Using original text passages from tomb robbery papyri, texts from Deir el-Medina (including 
the Turin strike papyrus) and the Misfortunes of Wenamun, more advanced topics of Late 
Egyptian such as focus constructions, conditionals, questions and negation are studied. This 
allows us to work on more rhetorically sophisticated passages of text in Late Egyptian, 
particularly in dialogue, including female testimony in the tomb robberies denying 
complicity in their husband’s actions, the debate between Tjekerbaal and Wenamun over 
the role of secular and sacral authority and Egypt’s place in a changed world, the Vizier’s 
justification for short rations to the workmen of Deir el-Medina and more, and also provides 
the opportunity to work on developing textual commentary for these passages.

Module Title: 
Late Egyptian Texts

Module code:
ALGY374 

Employability skills:
Critical thinking; self awareness; problem solving 

Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment: 
70% Exam; 30% Essay 

Student quote:
"First rate. Very engaging and interesting."



Module Convenor:
Dr Violaine Chauvet (V.Chauvet@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
The popular image of the landscape of ancient Egypt is one filled with impressive stones 
monuments such as royal pyramids, colossal statues, and massive stone temples. The amount 
of effort put into creating temples in which the gods lived and tombs in which the dead lived 
for eternity is one of the most remarkable features of ancient Egyptian culture. But what about 
the places where ordinary Egyptians lived? Because of their geography (in the flood plain of 
the Nile rather than on the desert) and the materials used to build them (mud-brick rather 
than stone) the houses, palaces, towns and cities of ancient Egypt are much less easy to find 
and to study.

However, good sources of evidence do exist which can help us understand the built 
environment inhabited by the Egyptians, from the villages which housed the workers on the 
royal tomb projects to the ‘lost’ cities of ancient Egypt which were some of the largest in the 
ancient world, but which are only now beginning to be properly understood by modern 
archaeologists.

Module Title:
Settlement 
Archaeology in 
Egypt 

Module code:
ALGY376 

Employability skills:
Critical analysis; oral and written communication skills 

Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment: 
60% Exam; 40% Essay 



Module Convenor:
Professor Mark Collier (M.A.Collier@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module examines the socio-economic behaviour of the Egyptians, primarily through the 
evidence of texts (literary and documentary). Social organisation is examined, at the personal 
family level and in the political context, and related to economic behaviour and economic 
organisation. The integration between social custom and law provides a focus for developing an 
independent appreciation of the social realities of an ancient society.  

Module Title:
Social Life in Egypt 

Module code:
ALGY377 

Employability skills:
Critical analysis; problem solving; cultural awareness 

Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment: 
70% Exam; 30% Essay



Module Convenor:
Professor Harold Mytum (H.Mytum@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
The aim of this module is to help students develop their understanding of some of the major 
societal questions that face us, to reflect on the role our specialisms play in wider 
contemporary society, and to enhance their ability to  think and communicate their ideas 
about these questions .  The expertise needed to participate in the debate about these  
questions  is an incredibly important attribute for the rest of  their lives  and an essential  
part of postgraduate academic research.  

This module is taught through a  series of workshops (mixed format presentations by staff, 
class discussion and group work). We start thinking about the role of academic researchers  
(all of us who have been to university)  as `public intellectuals', and over the following weeks 
examine some of the major challenges and  societal  questions to which our subjects can 
contribute.  

Module Title:
Past, Present and 
Future: global questions, 
answers from antiquity 
and the value of the past 

Module code:
ALGY383 

Employability skills:
Time management; problem solving; teamwork 

Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment:
100% Wiki 



Module Convenor:
Dr Magnus Widell (M.Widell@liverpool.ac.uk) 

Broad description of module content:
This module provides an introduction to the Sumerian language and literature. 

Module Title:
Sumerian Language and 
Literature 

Module code:
ALGY386 

Employability skills:
Reflective skills; organisation skills; resilience 

Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment: 
100% Exam



Module Convenor:
Dr Peter Hommel (Peter.Hommel@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
In modern archaeology it is generally accepted that the investigation of many of the materials 
retrieved during excavation can usually benefit from the application of scientific techniques. 
This could be through improved imaging achieved by one of the various types of microscopy or 
through detailed chemical or isotopic analysis. To many archaeologists, both student and 
professional, the underlying science behind these techniques can be mysterious and often 
regarded as ‘difficult’ and the language used to talk about them obscure. But to get the best 
out of the use of these techniques and even the best out of the reports published that present 
the results of using them, requires a certain level of understanding. 

This module is designed to de-mystify the science and provide students with a basic 
understanding of these techniques. Teaching is through a series of lectures about analysis in 
general and also detailed explanations of the commonest techniques that archaeologists might 
encounter during their studies. Demonstrations are arranged in the CTL to explain underlying 
theory and also to provide hands-on practical experience of analysis and further 
demonstrations of the instrumentation in the Slater Archaeological Science laboratories.

Module Title:
Analytical Methods 
in Archaeology 

Module code:
ALGY397 

Employability skills:
Critical thinking; information skills; problem solving 

Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment: 
50% Exam; 30% Annotated Bibliography; 20% Presentation 



Module Convenor:
Dr Phil Freeman (P.W.M.Freeman@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
The study of the frontiers of the Roman empire represents one of the oldest branches of 
European archaeology. Their study has traditionally complimented explanations of Roman 
history and therefore the foreign policies of the various imperial dynasties. The discipline of 
Roman Frontiers Studies has, however, tended to be subservient to an interpretative 
framework derived from historical sources. Today the archaeology of the subject is now 
sufficiently self-confident to stand independent scrutiny. In turn more recent scholarship on 
the subject of the frontiers of the empire have focused on them as zones and regions rather 
than simply as linear barriers. This fresh outlook has, in turn, occasioned a greater awareness 
of the evidence of life, military and non-military, in frontier situations.  

Module Title:
Roman Frontier Systems: from the late 
republic to the end of the fourth century 
AD 

Module code:
ALGY398 

Employability skills:
Organisation skills; critical thinking; problem solving 

Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment:
50% Exam; 40% Essay; 10% Gobbets Exercise 



Module Convenor:  
Professor Anthony Sinclair (Sinclair@liverpool.ac.uk)

 

Broad description of module content: 
 We might imagine that the past has always been cared for, conserved and displayed in 
museums, but this is the exception.  Genuine artefacts are regularly bought and sold, 
sometimes looted, and often demolished because they are expendable in comparison to other 
public needs.  Unique treasures have even been deliberately destroyed as the idols of non-true 
religions.  Many of the world’s greatest museum collections were acquired as part of a process 
of colonial and global expansion, whilst today’s heritage attractions are commercial enterprises 
that need a profit to survive.  How can we determine what should be kept or destroyed?  How 
should national  governments decide whether to keep a building when the space might be 
needed for a hospital, school or road?  Must artefacts and human remains be returned to their 
traditional owners when they were acquired in a different political context, and before anyone 
today was alive?  Should we stop individuals from buying artefacts when they believe that they 
will lovingly look after them and appreciate them?  Students will learn to answer such 
questions through the political and ethical analysis of a series of current heritage problems.  
Teaching is by extensively illustrated lecture, seminar and case study reports.  

Module Title: 
Archaeology and 
Heritage in 
Contemporary Society: 
ethical and political 
issues

Module code: 
ALGY399 

Employability skills: 
Critical thinking; ethical awareness; presentation skills

Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment:
50% Exam; 25% Media Review; 25% Briefing Paper

Student quote: 
“I really enjoyed this module.  Feel as though it was one of the most important modules I 
have been taught throughout my time in university”; “I certainly felt that this module has 
inspired new ways of thinking on archaeology and given me a better understanding of the 
problems we are faced with as people and professionals."



Module Convenor:
Dr Phil Freeman (P.W.M.Freeman@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This is an independent research module which requires students to write a 10,000-word 
dissertation on an original archaeological/Egyptological research topic which is able to 
demonstrate that the student can: identify a research question, design and conduct a work plan 
to explore this question, assemble and analyse academic literature (bibliography) and primary 
evidence (original sources, datasets), and present a coherent set of data and theoretical 
arguments in order to analyse and interpret the question in hand.  

Module Title:
Dissertation 

Module code:
ALGY450 

Employability skills:
Research skills; academic writing; time management 

Credit value: 
30

Semester: 
Full-year

Balance of assessment:
100% Dissertation 



Module Convenor:
Professor Colin Adams (Colin.Adams@liverpool.ac.uk) 

Broad description of module content:
This module will provide students with an understanding of the history, politics, and culture 
of Augustan Rome and its empire, through rigorous study of literary, documentary, and 
archaeological evidence and modern bibliography.  

 
Credit value: 

Module Title:
Augustus and the 
Foundation of Empire 

Module code:
CLAH301  

Employability skills:
Research skills; academic writing; problem solving

15 
Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment: 
50% Essay 50% Essay 



Module Convenor:
Professor Colin Adams (Colin.Adams@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module considers the history and culture of Egypt in the Graeco-Roman Period (332BC 
- AD324). Its focus is the longue duree, how Egyptian culture responded to control by 
outside powers, how these approached the particular and peculiar culture they found. 
Looking at the papryrological evidence preserved in a range of languages (Demotic, Greek, 
Latin, and Coptic), it offers a bottom-view of a multi-cultural society.

 
Credit value: 

Module Title:
Egypt after the Pharaohs 

Module code: 
CLAH310 

Employability skills:
Written composition; research skills; presentation skills

15 
Semester:
One

Balance of assessment: 
60% Essay; 40% Source Criticism 



Module Convenor:
Dr Alexei Zadorozhny (avzadoro@liverpool.ac.uk) 

Broad description of module content:
Given the central role of literary culture (especially poetry) for the Greco-Roman 
civilization, it is important to develop awareness of how the ancients themselves judged 
literary works and harnessed their readerly sensitivities in line with various aesthetic, 
pedagogical, and social agendas. The module explores several major strands of literary 
commentary-cum-criticism in antiquity. The material discussed in the seminars ranges from 
hands-on commentaries by scholars based at the Library of Alexandria to philosophical 
appraisals by Plato and Aristotle to sophisticated cultural exercises by Plutarch, Horace, and 
the author known as pseudo-Longinus. 

The students taking the module will acquire a sense of enriched contextualization of several 
literary genres notably, epic and tragedy, as well as learn to appreciate reflection on 
literature as a lively area of antiquity's intellectual history. 

 
Credit value: 

Module Title: 
Rules for the Muse: 
ancient literary 
criticism 

Module code: 
CLAH3144 

Employability skills:
Research skills; communication; problem solving 

15 
Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment: 
100% Exam 



Module Convenor:
Dr Fiona Hobden (F.Hobden@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module explores receptions of Classical antiquity on screen. By analysing the narrative 
and audio-visual strategies that underpin the engagement of film and television with the 
history, myth, literature and material culture of ancient Greece and Rome, and examining 
these media products within their social and political contexts, students build 
understanding of the changing shape and significance of antiquity on screen over the past 
century. The module thus extends awareness of antiquity across the mass media and 
highlights the interplay between different cultural phenomena. It also sheds light on 
popular understandings of the Classical world in (primarily) the Western imagination.

Module Title: 
Screening Antiquity

Module code: 
CLAH330 

Employability skills:
Research skills; critical thinking; communication 

Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
Two

Balance of assessment: 
100% Essay 



Module Convenor: 
Professor Bruce Gibson (Bjgibson@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module contents: 
 This module aims to examine the age of the Emperor Justinian, a fascinating period which is 
particularly well-attested through a number of different sources. It will shed light on features 
such as the life of a Late Classical court, diplomatic relations between great powers, religious 
conflict and change, and trace the processes that changed the ancient world of late antiquity 
in the 6th century AD, which is a period of transition and change, in which the beginning of the 
Medieval Mediterranean took shape.

Module Title: 
The Age of Justinian

Module code: 
CLAH356

Employability skills:
Critical thinking; communication skills; problem solving

Credit value: 
15 

Semester: 
One

Balance of assessment:  
50% Exam; 50% Essay 



Module Convenor: 
Dr Alfred Hirt  (A.M.Hirt@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content: 
 The history of Syria is one of invasions and ever changing overlords. From Alexander and  
Tigranes to Pompeius and Shapur, military victories led to new rulers establishing control and 
orgsanizing the conquered territory and allowing foreign elites and settlers to establish roots.  
But what emerged from this forced encounter between the Graeco-Roman world and the 
culture(s) of Syria and the Near East? Did everyone accept Greek and Roman ways of life, spoke 
Greek and Latin, dressed like Romans, and adopted Greek moral codes and religious practices?  
Or was there resistance to these foreign practices?

I f you are interested in questions of identity and cultural integration, this module is for you. What
is more, you are introduced to the cultural heritage of Roman Syria and will learn to appreciate 
the value of its historical monuments as remnant of the momentous encounter between East 
and West. 

 
Credit value: 

Module Title: 
Syria: from Alexandra 
the Great to 
Constantine and his 
successors

 
Module code: 
CLAH358 

Employability skills:
Critical thinking; time and project management 

15 
Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment: 
50% Exam; 50% Essay



Module Convenor:
Dr Zosia Archibald (Z.Archibald@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
Conversations about ‘luxury’ began in the fourth century BC, with fancy food. The conquests 
of Alexander the Great introduced an unprecedented level of wealth to the eastern 
Mediterranean kingdoms of his Successors, along with exotic new commodities. The 
expansion of the Roman state brought much of this new wealth to the western 
Mediterranean. 

In this module students will explore how these dramatic changes to the material culture of the 
Mediterranean triggered anxieties as well as pleasure. In a series of inter-active lectures, we 
will look consider how consumption charts the responses of ancient societies, and how far 
modern approaches to ‘consumption’ offer useful methods that can be applied to the ancient 
past. 

Students choose topics to research for individual or paired presentations, where case studies 
can be used to discuss ancient consumption patterns that include clothing, house decoration, 
entertainment, as well as food.

 
Credit value: 

Module Title: 
Luxuries and 
Consumption in Greek 
and Roman Antiquity 

Module code: 
CLAH364364 

Employability skills:
Critical thinking; computational skills; group work

15 
Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment:
85% Portfolio; 15% Seminar Write-Up



Module Convenor:
Dr Georgia Petridou (Georgia.Petridou@liverpool.ac.uk) 

Broad description of module content:
By analysing literary texts, inscriptions, and artefacts, students should gain a broader 
understanding of ancient ritual behaviour and belief within its cultural context and how 
cultural practices are reconstructed from limited source material. Moreover, this 
module aims at enhancing the students’ understanding of the relations between the 
target texts and material evidence and their social and historical contexts and students 
will be encouraged to notice the ritual dynamics, i.e. how ritual behaviour changes over 
time or gets reinterpreted, and to become familiar with a wide range of secondary 
literature and scholarly approaches, and cultivate their critical ability. 

 
Credit value: 

Module Title: 
Initiation into the 
Mysteries of the 
Graeco-Roman World 

Module code: 
CLAH367H367 

Employability skills:ployability skills:
Critical evaluation; confidence; presentation skills 

15 
Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment:
50% Essay; 50% Essay



Module Convenor:
Dr Phil Freeman (P.W.M.Freeman@liverpool.ac.uk) 

Broad description of module content:
This is an independent research module which requires students to write a 10,000-word 
dissertation on an original subject related research topic which is able to demonstrate that 
the student can: identify a research question, design and conduct a work plan to explore 
this question, assemble and analyse academic literature (bibliography) and primary 
evidence (original sources, datasets), and present a coherent set of data and theoretical 
arguments in order to analyse and interpret the question in hand.   

Module Title:
Dissertation 

Module code: 
CLAH450

Employability skills:
Research skills; academic writing; time management 

Credit value: 
30 

Semester: 
Year-long 

Balance of assessment:
100% Dissertation 



Module Convenor:
Dr Fabienne Marret-Davies (F.Marret@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module seeks to provide an appreciation and understanding of the methods and 
techniques used in micropalaeontology that will enable students to have an insight in a 
research field that is highly relevant for environmental sciences as well as geosciences, 
including palaeoclimatology, palaeoecology and palaeoceanography.

 
Credit value: 

Module Title:
Introduction to 
Quaternary 
Micropalaeontology 

Module code:
ENVS342 

Employability skills:
Research skills; numeracy; problem solving 

15 
Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment:
25% Practical Assessment; 25% Practical Assessment; 25% Practical Assessment; 
25% Practical Assessment



Module Convenor:
Dr Seth Barribeau (Seth.Barribeau@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module will develop in students an understanding of the use of evolutionary theory to 
understand animal behaviour; the ability to apply, critically evaluate and interpret this 
knowledge and understanding, to solve complex problems in the study of behaviour.

Students will gain an understanding of how predictive modelling, experimental, and 
observational approaches integrate to explain animal behaviour.

 
Credit value: 

Module Title:
Current Topics in Animal 
Behaviour 

Module code:
LIFE322 

Employability skills:
Problem solving; oral and written communication skills

15 
Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment:
80% Exam; 20% Essay 



Module Convenor:
Professor Ilik Saccheri (I.J.Saccheri@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module will  develop in students the skills to construct phylogenetic trees and to use 
them to infer the evolutionary origins of novel traits, using the latest software packages and 
encourage students to explore key concepts in contemporary evolutionary biology;

Students will gain a knowledge and deep understanding in selected areas of evolutionary 
biology, providing opportunities for students to apply, critically evaluate and interpret 
evolutionary knowledge and ideas.

 
Credit value: 

Module Title:
Current Skills and Topics in 
Evolutionary Biology 

Module code: 
LIFE324 

Employability skills:
Digital fluency; problem solving; communication skills 

15 
Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment:
60% Exam; 20% Transaction Paper; 15% Essay; 5% Analysis Exercises 



Module Convenor:
Dr Kristiaan D'Aout (Kristiaan.Daout@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module provides a general introduction into biomechanics and kinesiology movement 
sciences. It will stimulate students to put their individual and diverse background, e.g. more 
anatomical, physical or biological, into a broader and more applied perspective and enable 
students to acquire a solid basis to further specialise in fields such as biomechancics, sports 
training, and orthopaedics.

 
Credit value: 

Module Title:
The Body in Motion: musculoskeletal 
functioning in health, performance and disease 

Module code:
LIFE335 

Employability skills:
Digital fluency; numeracy; ethical awareness

15 
Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment:
70% Exam; 30% Essay 



Module Convenor:
Dr Thomas Butts (thomas.butts@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module aims to develop an understanding of the ancient and modern evolutionary history 
of the human lineage and will enable students to appreciate the mechanisms that underlie 
evolutionary change, with particular reference to examples relating to human evolution.

Students will learn to critically analyse evidence for evolutionary change in human prehistory at a 
variety of scales from the genome to morphology, and to develop cogent arguments relating to 
this analysis.

 
Credit value: 

Module Title:
Becoming Human: genomics, development, 
and evolutionary anthropology 

Module code:
LIFE364 

Employability skills:
Adaptability; problem solving; organisation skills 

15 
Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment:
70% Exam; 30% Essay 




