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Guidance Notes

This catalogue provides key details of optional modules in the Department of 
Archaeology, Classics and Egyptology (ACE) running in 2021/22 to help inform your 
choices.  On many programmes within the School it is possible for students take 
modules from other subject areas.  Students are strongly encouraged to consider the 
full range of optional modules available to them, and not just those that are ‘hosted’ 
by their own department. Taking modules from other subject areas will help to 
broaden your knowledge and develop your academic skills in different ways.  You will 
interact with a wider range of students studying other, often complementary, 
disciplines.

Note that information on language modules in Ancient Greek and Latin are listed at 
the end of the catalogue.

In all cases, please check your programme structure carefully to ensure you are only 
choosing modules which are available to the programme you are registered on – or 
will be registered on in 2021/22.  All students must register for 120 credits of 
modules in each year of study – 60 credits in each semester.  

For further information on individual modules, please contact the module convenor 
directly.



Archaeology, Classics 
and Egyptology  



Year One 



Module Convenor:
Dr Bruce Routledge (Bruce.Routledge@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module introduces students to the concepts, methods and evidence that archaeologists 
use to study and interpret the past. Students gain core skills essential to building and 
evaluating knowledge about human material remains of the past. 

Module Title:
Principles of Archaeology

Module code: 
ALGY101

Employability skills:
Critical thinking; oral and written communication skills 

Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment:
60% Essay; 20% Online Test; 20% Online Test



Module Convenor:
Professor Harold Mytum (h.mytum@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module introduces students to the design and implementation of archaeological projects 
(and thereby research design more generally). It is concerned with how archaeological 
questions are addressed through projects, the practices involved in the various stages of 
archaeological projects, including desk-based assessment, mapping, data collection and 
analysis, field recording, excavation strategy, interpretation and site/heritage management 
planning. There is a strong practical element to the module which focusses on the planning 
and execution of a project relating to a cemetery in Liverpool. 

Module Title:
The Practice of 
Archaeology 

Module code: 
ALGY102

Employability skills:
Critical thinking; research skills; time management 

Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment:
50% Essay; 50% Essay



Module Convenor:  
Professor Jennifer French (Jennifer.French@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content: 
 What does it mean to be human and how did we become the only species that has 
transformed the Earth and reached other planets?  If you are at all curious about these big 
questions then this is the module for you.   

We take a long evolutionary view that spans 7 million years. You will learn about distant 
ancestors who were the first to walk on two legs, to make stone tools, to spread beyond our 
African homeland into Asia, Europe and the Americas. We will see through the evidence of 
fossils, artefacts and genes the emergence of cooperative societies, language,  art and the 
extinction of other ancestors some of whom have left traces in our genes.  

Our story concludes with the development of agriculture as the economic foundation of later 
civilisations and the modern world.  We face the future as a species with a deeply rooted set of 
shared capabilities to respond to change. 

You’ll learn through richly illustrated lectures with a highlight being the practical sessions in 
our replica ‘cave’ where you can handle fossils, artefacts and make your own cave art.  

 
Credit value: 

Module Title: 
The Origins of 
Humanity 

Module code: 
ALGY105

Employability skills:
Presentation skills; time and project management 

15 
Semester: 
One  

Balance of assessment:
50% Essay; 25% Class Test; 25% Class Test 



Module Convenor: 
Professor Doug Baird (D.Baird@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content: 
 In this module you will learn about the earliest history of the ancient Near East and the Eastern 
Mediterranean, from approximately 4,000 to 800 BC. We will discuss the world's earliest 
examples of urbanization, state-formation, literacy and imperialism and the role that 
geography, culture and history played in this diversity. You will be introduced to the exciting 
possibilities and problems of combining the evidence from ancient texts and archaeological 
materials to produce interpretations of developments in the past.

 
Credit value: 

Module Title: 
Bronze Age 
Civilisations: 
Mesopotamia and the 
Mediterranean

Module code: 
ALGY106 

Employability skills:
Research skills; time and project management 

15 
Semester: 
One

Balance of assessment:
40% Exam; 40% Essay; 20% Online Test  



Module Convenor:  
Dr Silvia Zago (S.Zago@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content: 
The civilisation that we call Ancient Egypt existed for a huge period of time  - from before 3000 
BC to around AD395. It also developed a highly distinctive culture which we can study in great 
detail due to the very high levels of preservation of historical and archaeological information.  
This module will allow students to develop a good understanding of the environment and 
geography of Ancient Egypt and the fundamentals of the chronology of Ancient Egypt. It will 
give special attention to the key archaeological sites and emphasise how primary data 
(archaeological, visual and textual) give us an undestanding of this important ancient 
civilisation.

 
Credit value: 

Module Title: 
Introduction to Ancient Egypt 
I

Module code: 
ALGY109 

Employability skills:
Information skills; oral and written communication skills 

15 
Semester:
One

Balance of assessment: 
60% Exam; 40% Essay



Module Convenor: 
 Professor Douglas Baird (D.Baird@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
China is one of the largest and most distinctive countries and civilizations on the planet. It will 
be the greatest economic force by the end of the 21st century. Understanding China is key to 
understanding our changing world. One of the remarkable features of Chinese civilization is 
the longevity of cultural, ritual and political practices and forms of settlement. This module 
takes students back to the origins of Chinese civilization from the appearance of the first 
agricultural village communities in China with their distinctive forms of landscape exploitation 
and ritual practices to the first cities and empires in China, which set the characteristics of the 
Chinese state and society for most of its history. The module is taught through a combination 
of well-illustrated lectures presenting the latest exciting discoveries from sites in China, 
combined with seminars around small student research projects into particular sites and 
issues.  

Module Title: 
From Village to City: 
the origins of Chinese 
civilisation

Module code: 
ALGY112 

Employability skills:
Research skills; critical analysis; oral skills 

Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
One  

Balance of assessment:  
40% Site Project; 40% Essay; 20% MCQ Test

Student quote: 
 "The teaching of this module is engaging and informative and the tutor has showed much 
enthusiasm and is well informed and helpful".



Module Convenor: 
Dr Violaine Chauvet (V.Chauvet@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content: 
 This Egyptology module takes you on a thematic journey through Ancient Egypt. You’ll get a feel 
for how and why the Egyptians created such a visually recognisable and long-lasting culture.  

We’ll examine key aspects of Ancient Egyptian society, from art and architecture to tombs and 
temples, and from writing and religion to settlement and social structure. Be aware that the 
evidence is often fragmentary and challenging to interpret, so creative and innovative minds 
only need apply!

Credit value: 

Module Title:
Introduction to 
Ancient Egypt II 

Module code: 
ALGY116 

Employability skills:
Critical thinking; problem solving; information skills

15 
Semester: 
Two 

Balance of assessment: 
70% Exam; 30% Essay

Student quote:
"All teachers on this course have been extremely enthusiastic and made the subject 
very interesting."



Module Convenor: 
Dr Jessica Pearson (Jessica.Pearson@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content: 
 The human body is the product of millions of years of evolution. One of the most significant 
changes has been the evolution from a four-footed primate ancestor to the two-footed primate 
we are today. 

In this module we will look at the specific adaptations to bipedal locomotion (two-footed 
walking) compared with locomotor behaviours of the other great and lesser apes (Gorilla, 
Chimpanzee, Orangutan, Gibbon) and to other primates such as new world and old world  
monkeys. These will be studied through human musculoskeletal anatomy, by focusing on a 
different part of the body each week where all of the bones and the major muscles will be 
introduced from a functional perspective.  

Students will learn about the anatomy that enables a gorilla to knuckle walk, a howler monkey to 
suspend itself from only its tail and why it’s energetically efficient for us to stand on two feet, but 
not for other primates.   

Credit value: 

Module Title: 
Introduction to 
Bioanthropology

Module code: 
ALGY119 

Employability skills:
Critical thinking; research skills; presentation skills 

15 
Semester: 
Two

Balance of assessment: 
50% Essay; 50% Essay



Module Convenor:  
Professor Mark Collier (M.A.Collier@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content: 
 This module is the second semester continuation of the introductory module in reading Ancient 
Egyptian, focusing both on the hieroglyphic writing system and the Middle Egyptian phase of 
the Ancient Egyptian language. Student learning centres on working on text passages of original 
Ancient Egyptian, with a particular focus on the two literary texts The Tale of the Eloquent 
Peasant and The Tale of the Shipwrecked Sailor, supported by  grammatical notes introducing 
new topics.  In this way, students get  sustained practice in reading to consolidate reading 
hieroglyphs and understanding Ancient Egyptian, providing a foundation for reading Ancient 
Egyptian original sources in the original language at higher levels.

 
Credit value: 

Module Title: 
Introduction to Middle Egyptian 
II

 
Module code: 
ALGY123 

Employability skills:
Critical thinking; information skills; resilience

15 
Semester: 
Two

Balance of assessment: 
50% Exam; 30% Text Translation; 20% Text Translation



Module Convenor:  
Dr Roland Enmarch (R.Enmarch@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
How important was writing in Ancient Egypt? What role did writing play in the everyday life 
of an Egyptian, and how was writing used to express Egyptian identity and culture? How 
would our understanding of Ancient Egypt be different if they had never developed writing?

This module addresses these questions by assessing the social role and function of 
technologies of writing in Ancient Egypt, considering monumental, literary, religious, and 
documentary (i.e. legal and administrative) genres of text. 

Although the module assumes a basic acquaintance with the Egyptian language, the texts will 
be studied in English translation. Instead of translating, our focus will be on interpreting and 
analysing the surviving Egyptian documents. The course will consist of lectures, and student-
led seminars examining specific issues in the Egyptian written world.

 
Credit value: 

Module Title: 
Ancient Egyptian 
Written Culture

Module code: 
ALGY125 

Employability skills:
Critical thinking; presentation skills; group work 

15 
Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment:
100% Exam 

Student quote: 
“Teaching of module has been amazing, the content was engaging, informative, and 
delivered in an enthusiastic and entertaining manner! It has been very interesting to learn 
about primary sources that relate to aspects in other modules”. 



Module Convenor:
Dr Violaine Chauvet (V.Chauvet@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module provides first-year undergraduates with an understanding of the material culture 
of pharaonic Egypt, and the ways in which natural resources were utilised in a variety of types 
of craftwork, art and other aspects of material culture. The emphasis will be on the use of 
primary data (archaeological, visual and textual) to gain a better understanding of a range of 
classes of object produced by the Egyptians and the ways in which they inform us of the ways 
in which they regarded material culture. It will also give students a good awareness of the 
major types of ancient Egyptian object likely to be encountered in museums and 
archaeological sites. Each set of objects will be introduced by a lecture, providing students 
with an evidence-based overview. Practical museum classes will use objects in the Garstang 
Museum to allow students to identify specific materials and examine technological and 
artistic techniques.

Module Title:
Ancient Egyptian Material 
Culture 

Module code: 
ALGY126 

Employability skills:
Critical thinking; oral and written communication skills 

Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment: 
70% Exam; 30% Essay 



Module Convenor:  
Dr Roland Enmarch (R.Enmarch@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content: 
 What did it feel like to be an Ancient Egyptian? What did they think? How did they feel? 
What was important to them? It is often difficult to answer these questions from 
archaeology alone, and to really gain a deeper insight in Egyptian culture we also need to 
look at what they wrote, and how they wrote it.  

This course is an introduction to reading the Ancient Egyptian hieroglyphic script and 
language, in the stage of the language called 'Middle Egyptian', which the Egyptians 
considered the 'classic' form of their language.

It begins with teaching how to read the hieroglyphic script itself (e.g. sign values) before 
moving on to cover basic Egyptian sentence structures (e.g. syntax). Students are taught to 
read certain selected inscription types (e.g. the offering formula), of the sort that are found 
on inscribed Egyptian objects in all major museums. 

 
Credit value: 

Module Title:
Introduction to Middle 
Egyptian I  

Module code: 
ALGY128 

Employability skills: 
Critical thinking; communication skills; problem solving

15 
Semester: 
One 

Balance of assessment:
50% Exam; 50% Languages Exercises

Student quote: 
"Very well organized module with good work flow between lectures and tutorials.  No  
confusion in class, clear layout of what is to be covered and easy access to resources 
and activities."



Module Convenor:
Dr Phil Freeman (P.W.M.Freeman@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
This module introduces students to the archaeology of Classical Greece and the Roman Empire 
by comparing these two Mediterranean civilisations across common themes relating to the life 
experiences of people in the ancient world.  

Module Title:
Empires and Citizens: 
the classical 
Mediterranean and 
the Near East 

Module code: 
ALGY131

Employability skills:
Research skills; critical thinking; global citizenship 

Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment:
50% Exam; 50% Portfolio 



Module Convenor:
Dr Matt Grove (Matt.Grove@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content:
Students will learn about the key issues underlying contemporary research in the field of 
evolutionary anthropology through sets of directed readings given in advance of each seminar. 
Seminars will be led by each member of the evolutionary anthropology teaching team, ensuring 
that you receive a broad overview of different chronological periods, geographical areas, and 
theoretical perspectives. The module will provide essential background on the main contemporary 
debates in human evolution, introducing themes that will persist throughout your degree. The 
module will have a broadly anthropological focus, but will integrate data and conclusions from 
other relevant subject areas such as evolutionary genetics, psychology, and the environmental 
sciences. 

Module Title:
Issues in Evolutionary 
Anthropology 

Module code: 
ALGY141

Employability skills:
Critical thinking; oral and written communication skills 

Credit value: 
15 

Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment:
100% Portfolio 



Module Convenor:  
Professor Bruce Gibson (Bjgibson@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content: 
 The epic tale of Odysseus’s homecoming is one of the foundational texts of Greek  antiquity 
and European culture generally. It is also a rich source on the ancient ideas about society, 
religion, gender, and geography.  

This module asks you to explore the text of Homer’s Odyssey in translation. Through the 
Homeric characters (Odysseus, Penelope, their son Telemachus, the goddess Athena, the 
brutal giant Polyphemus, and so on) one can gauge early Greek ideological expectations 
about, for example, heroic honour, violence, piety, travel, prophecy or poetry itself. While the 
students are not required to have knowledge of Ancient Greek, attention is paid to the 
stylistic features of the poem, such as similes and "formulae".  

The module also provides you with orientation in the ever-growing ocean of modern 
scholarship on Homer. 

 
Credit value: 

Module Title: 
The Worlds of Odysseus

 
Module code: 
CLAH101 

Employability skills:
Research skills; time and project management 

15 
Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment:  
60% Exam; 40% Essay 



Module Convenor: 
Dr Fred Jones (Fjones@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content: 
 This module looks especially at how the traumatic post-civil-war age of the first Roman 
Emperor, Augustus Caesar, became the home of the epic poemn in which Virgil sought to unify 
the Greek mythological past and the Roman historical present and to create a new Roman 
identity and a new idea of heroism for the fragile peace that had emerged.

The module puts Virgil’s poem, the Aeneid, into the context of contemporary and previous 
Greek and Latin poetry, especially the Homeric epics, in order to grasp how he used the 
cultural heritage to shape and to express a radically new set of concepts about war and peace, 
art, duty, the precarious balance between the individual and the state.  The Aeneid has been a 
seminal influence in later European culture and this module aims at pointing up some 
elements of its later reception. 

 
Credit value: 

Module Title: 
Virgil and the Age of 
Augustus

 
Module code: 
CLAH102 

Employability skills:
Research skills; critical thinking; communication skills 

15 
Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment:   
60% Portfolio; 40% Portfolio



Module Convenor:  
Dr Zosia Archibald (Z.Archibald@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content: 
 What is history? How did historical writing begin? As far as most of Eurasia is concerned, 
outside China, the answers to these questions will include two big war histories. Big events, 
with world-changing implications, stimulated two authors, Herodotus, a native of the culturally 
mixed city of Halicarnassus, and the Athenian general, Thucydides, to shape experiences into 
coherent stories.  In this module students will discover how we can make sense of the 
narratives about the invasion of Greece by the imperial Persian army; and the war between 
Athens and Sparta,  which brought into play the entire Aegean world.

The second major theme with which they will engage is political innovation.  The introduction 
of the first self-conscious popular democracy at Athens after 510BC is the starting point of a 
different story, which ends with the conquests of Alexander the Great of Macedon  whose 
military defeat of the Greek states simultaneously translated city politics onto the international 
stage.  Themed seminars provide the main opportunities to discuss the evidence, and how to 
interpret it, in small groups.  Seminars help students to get familiar with unfamiliar documents 
and to share their experiences with other students.

 
Credit value: 

Module Title: 
Warfare, Politics and 
Society in the Greek World, 
510-323 BC

 
Module code: 
CLAH104 

Employability skills:
Information skills; time and project management

15 
Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment: 
40% Essay; 30% Seminar Write-up; 30% MCQ Test

Student quote: 
"I’ve enjoyed this module. I was a little alarmed, having done no Greek history, but it was 
structured well, interesting, and the right balance between providing information and 
showing us how to find things. Seminars are great!"    



Module Convenor: 
Dr Alfred Hirt  (A.M.Hirt@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content: 
 How did a small town on the banks of the river Tiber rise to rule the Mediterranean world, 
Temperate Europe, Egypt and the Near East? What were the driving forces behind this 
expansion? And how was this vast empire made to last?  

These and other questions are to be addressed in this module. The focus is on the main political 
events shaped by the key players in Roman from the Punic Wars and the troubles in Rome under 
the Gracchi down to the reigns of Trajan or Hadrian before the eve of the Imperial crisis.  

This module is to provide you with a robust framework of events and important political actors 
you can build upon in your second and third year. 

 
Credit value: 

Module Title: 
From Hannibal to 
Severus: an 
introduction to Roman 
history

 
Module code: 
CLAH105 

Employability skills:
Research skills; time and project management 

15 
Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment:  
60% Exam; 40% Essay 



Module Convenor: 
Dr Matthew Fitzjohn (Mpf21@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content: 
 This module is about what the ancient citizen could see in the urban environment and what 
kind of messaging process is being conducted through visual media. The ancient citizen’s visual 
field was constantly full of messages, and this module aims to see how much of this was 
planned, how much was simply the spirit of the age, who was sending the messages and at 
whom they were aimed.  

The module focuses on the Graeco-Roman world, but it also reaches out to the broader context 
of the surrounding Mediterranean cultures and to what the Classical material has meant to, 
and how it has been used by, later centuries. 

 
Credit value: 

Module Title:
Using Visual Culture

 
Module code: 
CLAH114 

Employability skills:
Research skills; critical thinking; presentation skills 

15 
Semester:
Two 

Balance of assessment:  
100% Portfolio Bibliography



Module Convenor: 
Dr Fiona Hobden (F.Hobden@liverpool.ac.uk)

Broad description of module content: 
 The myths of ancient Greece are filled with individuals who experience the pleasures and pains 
of life and death in extraordinary and everyday situations, in a past populated by gods and 
heroes.  Told across a range of media and on diverse occasions, such stories permeated ancient 
Greek society and helped shape the Greeks’ experience and understanding of their world.  
Although we might regard them as fiction, myths can therefore offer insights into the Greeks: 
their social structures and relationships, their political organization and ideologies, their 
religious practices and beliefs, and their world views.  Reflecting this, the module introduces a 
range of lesser and better known stories – including the birth of the gods, the adventures of 
Heracles and Theseus, and the Amazons – as they were told, for example, in poetry, tragedy, 
vase painting and sculpture in private, civic and religious settings in order to develop 
understanding of ‘Greek Myth & Society’.

Module Title: 
Greek Myth and 
Society

Module code: 
CLAH115 

Employability skills:
Research skills; oral and written communication skills 

Credit value: 
15

Semester:
One 

Balance of assessment:  
100% Portfolio 

Student quote: 
"I have really enjoyed studying this module.  The teaching is easy to follow and staff are 
very enthusiastic." 




